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Karaoke £#r OK

Vicki: Hi and welcome to BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki.

Chen Li: KEUF, P Brmg .

Vicki: Today we’re talking about karaoke.

Chen Li: W, Ry OK AEH AR 20, A LE SR AT A7 = XE Rz OK We?
Vicki: Yes, it is quite popular and getting more popular; but it's quite

different here from in Asia.

Chen Li: R, IR FATA KA H AP SRR, A A I E AR B OK IR
AN UL A0 5 LA B S R AAT AT A AN ]

Vicki: As you probably know, karaoke began in Japan, and has spread across
Asia. Dr. Xun Zhou has researched karaoke around the world and she
said that in Asia, karaoke is all about doing your best.

Chen Li: Doing your best X1 4.

Insert

Even if you can’t sing, at least you can give it a try. Karaoke provides you the chance

to give it a try, to do your best. That is what is really behind the popularity of
karaoke.

Chen Li: W] T A2 1.

Vicki: Give it a try.

Chen Li: ik, B AT LK.

Vicki: But in Britain, karaoke is seen rather differently. Here’s Dick Hobbs, a

Professor of Sociology.
Insert
I mean the karaoke that I've been used to, is Friday night in a pub, where someone

would turn the machine on and people would go up and sing as badly as they wanted
to and it was about screaming and bawling.
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Chen Li: JIT A BEAE 95 11 R h7 OK RS RRE I e

Vicki: That’s right; karaoke was often only done by very drunk people in
pubs, who mostly were very bad singers! He described them as
screaming and bawling.

Chen Li: MY PRI B, RS S Dick MBIE RN IE A — {7 tt 27 3% Chris Rojek.

Insert

It’s about having fun, it’'s about having a laugh; it’s not serious at all.

The British experience is about dealing with embarrassment, it’s about letting off
steam in a controlled way.

Vicki: So, they all agree that in the UK, karaoke is much less serious than in
Asia. It’s about having a laugh.

Chen Li: AR IT L.

Vicki: It's also about embarrassment.
Chen Li: W, .

Vicki: And letting off steam.

Chen Li: Rt AR I 2

Insert

It’s about having fun, it’'s about having a laugh; it’s not serious at all.
It’s about letting off steam in a controlled way.

Vicki: Well, in today’s programme we’re talking about karaoke in the UK.
Until recently, karaoke was usually done in pubs with an open mike.

Chen Li: An open mike Wl A PIE FEIATA] AN N R AT LUK IE &K
Vicki: But recently, modern karaoke bars have opened up, with private

booths for hire, similar to the ones in Asia.
Chen Li: Private booth FA NfL/5, AILAFHZS N AR A RH OK HER H IRk,

Vicki: I asked two of my colleagues here at BBC Learning English what they
thought about karaoke. Here’s Jo.

Insert

I love karaoke. | don’t enjoy karaoke in front of a big pub, singing in front of other
people; that’'s quite embarrassing. But if you're just with your friends, in a small
room, drinking beers; be with your friends, lose all your inhibitions, having fun,
singing your heart out to all your favourite songs, and just have a really fun, mad
time. | just absolutely love it.
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Chen Li: HK Jo ZAEE = IER . OK.

Vicki: She said it was a good way to let go of your inhibitions.

Chen Li: Inhibitions FAMFELE,  Jo KILHr OK AR LF 5, A ARG Al
B4,

Vicki: Jo thinks it’'s great fun to spend an evening singing your heart out with

some friends.

Chen Li: Singing your heart out JiH m#k, BB SRS 170

Vicki: But, like a lot of British people, does Jo need to be drunk to sing
karaoke?

Insert

I don’t need to be really drunk, just a couple of beers to kind of loosen me up a little
bit, get me in the mood as it were.

Chen Li: Jo it b AN E o E I T A LR R 4 OK.

Vicki: But she does prefer to have one or two drinks first. Here’s another
colleague.

Insert

Karaoke to me just sounds absolutely awful. | could never imagine doing it myself.
It’s just too embarrassing. Listening to people who can’t sing doing karaoke is just
cringeworthy. You know I'd rather sit in a quiet pub and have a few drinks.

Chen Li: A AR OK ELJE AHIKE T o

Vicki: He’d never do it because it’s just too embarrassing.

Chen Li: Embarrassing it A 4451 .

Vicki: He thinks that when people who can’t sing do karaoke it’'s

cringeworthy.

Chen Li: Cringeworthy & UZETIEZ , 1 NEBIAZERL.

Vicki: He’d rather go to a quiet pub.

Chen Li: M4 Vieki IRIGFEZRAT ANE? 7R IE R OK?

Vicki: Yes, | like it a lot. | think it’s really fun, and I don’t get embarrassed

because | can sing reasonably well.

Chen Li: 4T, R IEE AR RRL OK MR EMEM A AT A 22 XA, AT E)X
L W BT AR, FIRTH 2. Byel

Vicki: Bye!
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