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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Vicki: Hi, and welcome BBC Learning English. I'm Vicki.
Chen Li:  K5XUf, BIEHM.

Vicki: In today’s programme, we’'re going to find out about a stage musical
called Hairspray.

Chen Li: WG E SRR, 248 IR H 5?2

Vicki: It’s not really new. It was originally a film, made nearly 20 years ago.
Then in 2002, a stage musical version was made in America, and then
in 2007, a new film came out!

Chen Li: 50k, SRR, RIGIEEMMEN Lo, A0 U T iy,
A, et LT IREIEA .,

Vicki: That’s right. The story is set in America in 1962. The main character is
an overweight girl called Tracy, who is obsessed with dancing and a
dance show on TV.

Chen Li:  EAAXEREARR AR, n2MbAREBEE, KFT.

Vicki: Against all the odds, she wins a place on the show and becomes
famous.

Chen Li: Against all the odds 7 EJ& il B HEBH ).

Vicki: The show also has a political message — it’s set in a time of racial
segregation in the USA.

Chen Li: Racial segregation FikE 2 .

Vicki: Tracy launches a campaign to integrate the black dancers with the
white ones on the show.

Chen Li: To launch a campaign & —Iiifi3ll. To integrate {444k, Xk HH
25 Hairspray k& ER A, A ABOX A4 F0e?

Vicki: That’s because it’s set at a time when girls had very big hair — and
used a lot of hairspray to make their hairstyle stay in place. Here’s
Bidisha, from BBC radio programme Front Row, to give her opinion
about the show.
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It’s a sort of non-stop danceathon, to the point where you can feel yourself
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lories as you’re watching it.

I B IX ARG AR R & S AR SR S R TE

She calls it a non-stop danceathon!

XA RIS R 2 IR 2 PR )

There are various slang words like this which use ‘athon’ from the word
marathon. It’s combined with another word to mean a long period of

doing something.

Marathon S A, JEoREZ XA R HiE E A7 ‘athon’, INfEI At i 1) 5
i, FRRE .

For example, ‘swimathon’ — an event where people swim a lot, and
‘danceathon’ — an event where people dance a lot.

Non-stop AWy, AfFikr.
Bidisha said you can feel yourself burning calories just watching!

Calories KL, NAARIFAEE A7, BB AW T, WA E] B S AEM
iz,

In the programme today, we’re talking about a musical which has just
opened in London, Hairspray.

AT 2K B G E SRR K Y, R L AT AR 2 SRS R

It’s a non-stop danceathon! Let’s hear some more about the show from
BBC reviewer Bidisha.

There are wonderful in-jokes. This production is very aware of the kitschness of
musical theatre, and what you have is actors thoroughly enjoying themselves.
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There are lots of in-jokes in the show.

In-jokes TN HAte LTI AL — 28T A SR, 7EIX L, JRIEL
ST

She talked about the ‘kitchness’ of musical theatre. ‘Kitsch’ is a term
meaning something which is in bad taste, or rather silly.

Bad taste M 7fEH), Kitsch BANEZRAE, A BER, sE MR TS,

Although kitsch is used by some as a negative term, other people love
things which are deliberately kitsch.
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Chen Li: tbfm, Hairspray Jil9H i 547

Vicki: Yes, Bidisha says that the actors know it’s a bit silly and so they are
just enjoying themselves. Our colleague Jo went to the opening night
of Hairspray in London — we asked her what she thought of it.

Insert

I thought Hairspray was a really fantastic musical. It’s funny, it’s also quite
touching in places — it’s a really kind of feel-good musical.

Chen Li: £k, Jo dE#=X0X H 35 5K

Vicki: Yes, she thought it was funny, and touching.

Chen Li: %, EAK.

Vicki: She said it was a feel-good musical.

Chen Li: Feel-good X &AM, HREAELE N2 LY.

Insert

But it does actually have quite a serious message about racial integration. And it
kind of makes fun of how ridiculous the situation was — that white people didn’t

want to dance on the same night as black people.

Vicki: So according to Jo, the musical makes fun of the issue of racial
integration, which shows how ridiculous it was.

Chen Li: To make fun of something %..H{%¢. Ridiculous FiiiZ .
Vicki: I hope you’ve enjoyed our programme about Hairspray.
Chen Li:  FXM\AIHZ.

Vicki: Goodbye!
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