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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Wedding Traditions &1L &

Helen: Hello. Welcome to Ask About Britain from BBC Learning English. I'm
Helen.

Li: FIENH] o AT B[ 7] BT H

Helen: Leilah Lee has been working on her paper about cultural differences in

wedding celebrations.

Li: That's great. 4 RUSALI 21, RIS HEE
Helen: First, Leilah wants to know why brides throw their bridal bouquet at the

end of their wedding.

Li: Bouquet {630, MATALEMSALATARNT, Hri EHUAE A 1) 25 rh 2

Helen: And where better to find an expert than at the National Wedding Show?

Li: Barbara Collins /& — 7451 %& XA\ a wedding planner, & [ J/EGSALIK 3R T
k.

Helen: I put Leilah’s question to Barbara and this is how she explained the

bouquet throwing tradition.
Insert

Mainly because traditionally, at the end of a wedding, the bride and groom would
go off and they wouldn’t be going home. So they’d have a bouquet and what would
one do with it? So they throw it to all the ladies, and the next lady who catches it,
is the one to get married. So it's quite a big tradition and something people get
really excited about, ‘cos obviously a girl wants to know if she’s the next to get
married on a wedding day.

Li: Barbara i 44 U /A AL A5 S T AR AET BRE A0 B A AN RIS, BTR the
bride #7Ef the groom.

Helen: Yes, the bride and groom would usually head off to their honeymoon
after the wedding. It’s a good idea to travel light, and that means the
flowers are not going with them.

Li: W, SRS AR AT T4 H T BB AR 102 s AR w1 B 2 A L o
LKA 1HI -
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Helen: All the girls would try to reach the bouquet, because the girl who
catches the bouquet is the next one to get married.

Li: AT B NI 20 R A H IR [ 04, Wiz ) 1 f e B T — TR
Helen: That’s right. And throwing the bridal bouquet is just one of many

wedding traditions in the UK. Another one is throwing confetti as the
bride and groom come out of the church.

Insert

That’s also quite a popular tradition, and it’s called throwing confetti; normally
when people come out of the church. I think it’'s something from a very long time
away, about throwing away evil spirits, and again it’s just a tradition that stayed
and it’s very popular - and now more people tend to throw real petals than confetti
itself.

Li: Confetti it TURARHI, MEIHACK B, HRECRBUGE NMEACUT IR -

Helen: This particular tradition is about throwing away evil spirits.

Li: IXFEARORA T IKEEARE: evil spirits.

Helen: Now flower petals are a popular alternative to paper because they’re

biodegradable and look pretty too.

Li: Biodegradable ] AMF#ARIK), e N2 RN ERAE RO O R SE K TR AR,
DR R IR R A AT 2 o

Helen: Laura Binder is the features editor at Your London Wedding magazine.
She tells us a few wedding superstitions.

Insert

I think the main one probably is for the groom to not see the bride in her dress
before the wedding day; that’s supposed to be bad luck.

Li: ESAL AL B g 5 B, HraR— AR S LR ER R A AL 2 BT 2 H 5 E ISP FE
Fo

Helen: Because that’s considered bad luck.

Li: FHE . WHB AL USAL AT e W T 452h, AL R T .

Insert

I've heard that if you put a slice of the wedding cake under your pillow, you’ll then
dream of the man you’re going to marry.

Helen: Wedding cake and your dream man.

Li: I haven’t heard of this one before. F#Hi ik, WEMRE—FEAERERAIAE S
st AR SL NI, IR AR SR H S8 s NS5 D .
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Helen: Make sure it’s in a container or something that’s grease proof.

Li: Good idea. WEALERELH ZRIM . WURPSL T A X ERE IR NIE, ARt
AR A KRS K. Any more wedding traditions, Helen?

Helen: Yes. Here's Barbara again.

Insert

Things that one wouldn’t do. Normally, one wouldn’t get married in black or in
green, because green is supposed to be an unlucky colour. And obviously there’s
always a risk about whether you invite previous partners.

Li: KEIF WA b A O 05 2D, ARt T LIRS B R aF Rk HAb B, (1
prs g S CIR Gy IES SETY Ui I

Helen: Black and green are supposed to be unlucky colours.

Li: Barbara it t— AN, S AL S IS B O O4 B R KRB 2 INESAL .

Helen: Inviting ex-partners can be a risky; you can never be sure what might
happen.

Li: Well, that brings us to the end of our programme today. 75 %24 K K5 Al

PETUSALIBAT T 5€ I T WRATHLE, RSB T HRBA MM A5

AT PR www.bbcchina.com.cn.

Helen: You can also send us your question in an email to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
See you next time.

Li: R/ GRS
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