BBC Learning English — On The Town #H#%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Z0o Stock Take ¥l #E £

Neil: Hello. This is On the Town from BBC Learning English. I'm Neil.

Helen: KFELF, it Helen, YamlWr i 56 .

Neil: Welcome to London Zoo. Animal heaven!

Helen: KA, ZIIRRE, WEshPrRE.

Neil: And did you know that the first month of every year is the busiest
time for the zoo keepers.

Helen: Zoo keepers FWYEE R, 1 A0 2 7=, hita? Why?

Neil: Well, it's the time that zoo keepers have dusted off their calculators

and dug out their tally charts to begin the tricky task of counting
every animal at London Zoo.

Helen: FHAA TS calculators M4t i3 tally charts, #0504 5L (1) T 47 s #K

BRABAEE . RREEAE A ?

Neil: It's not an easy task. The keepers are taking note of every mammal,
bird, fish, reptile, amphibian and invertebrate.

Helen: e, RWTEHESE T . WIS mammal, & bird, fi fish, €175
reptile, Pifizh¥ amphibian, it B HERIZY) invertebrate.

Neil: Last year, there were over 18,000 animals and 750 species. But that
will change this year. Let's find out what each department is doing.

Helen: N, AR KA, & H0 Adrian Wall, D& TGS T »
Insert

It's not an easy job to count them. Obviously with 60+ penguins black and white,
they all look fairly similar, it's very very important that we know exactly what
we've got, so we can input all their information into huge global databases, run
stud book programmes, make sure we've got all the genetic side of the penguins
mapped out.
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Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Insert

Adrian says it's not easy to count the 60+ penguins in his care.

60 £ KA, #EERAME, KEEAZ. ZMHEEARS . Adrian Bkl
TEX LB Y I AE K H A AR AT AR AN S5 A AR B

The information is put into huge global databases and is accessed by
other zoos around the world. So they can run stud programmes
which are breeding programmes.

##i )% database, tH 72 [H zhHy I #A] Loy 21X 465 1, mT LA B Aot H
stud programmes.

But counting the animals is not as easy as 1,2,3. Some of them are
not exactly human friendly.

Gareth Kother 7Tt 5C1T54) reptiles. fEITiXLLH lizards HII %, T
1310 R

You don't want to be too close too them, and if they do get their
teeth into you, you'll know.

It would hurt a lot, you'd try not to get bitten by one of them. You wouldn't die, but
it'd be a very painful bite, and you will not be doing well for a while.

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Insert

W RN T, BRI T, HAE . S A R

Ouch! Over in the bug house.

Where?

Bugs, insects. Like ants and millipedes.

Yuck, I don't like bugs 17, HXAZ M FEAHHERE? L KNT .
Well, Kate Pearce is a bug handler.

Kate J& 4% 2 51 bug handler.

She has the bugs under control.

We do keep a really close eye on the numbers of these animals, so we will be doing
regular counts throughout the year as well. | also know that some of these species
will be from certain generations, so | know how old they are as well. So it's quite
important to keep a really good track of how they are going really.
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Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Insert

Kate #t, ~FIF##HY)IOGE RRIEBEECH . W T MRAKEEL to

keep a close eye on something /& %) 6 (17 .

Her team does regular counts throughout the year. And amazingly
she knows which generation some of these bugs are from.

Jell, XA T ANE . I R R A AE . bR TAE KR GE, she's
keeping track of how the bugs are doing.

As we mentioned why counting the animals is important for the zoo.
Here is Dave Clark. He explains the reasons behind the annual stock
take to us once more.

Well, there are various reasons, because of the zoo license and we do keep tabs
during the year. This is a point in time, where we double check what numbers
we've got and particularly important for things like, we have got relatives for this
giant land snails and a little snail from Polynesia which are extinct in the wild. So
depend totally on captive breeding. And that's a vital conservation programme, and
we need to know exactly how many we've got.

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

Helen:

Neil:

BN el BE A A B — RS 1) oy — BB PR SR ) W [ AU the zoo
license. X & MHBBUN KIIVFATIE, A2 zoo license, sl w5k T
T

Dave also mentioned that some species are extinct in the wild.
RPNl T extinct in the wild.

So they totally depend on captive breeding.

AN TL%%4 captive breeding.

This is a vital conservation programme.

B DA s a8 Rk T R E AR I H - Vital B2 08, conservation
FERPRIEL.

Well, stock taking at the zoo is not a five minute job. It's expected to
take a week.

MFA VAT TAEN L T, they've got lots of counting to do. 5% T 753
IR A2 A H, AT REEZE www.bbecukchina.com. #fiff
. Bye.

Bye.
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