BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hate and Similar Words "hate 1R ') [F XiH

Neil: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week from BBC
Learning English. I'm Neil and with me today is Helen. How are you Helen?
You look a little... angry or something.

Helen: Argh, Z[1, /& Helen., It's just that | was late for work this morning
because my bus was late. | hate lateness! & iR 3] T .

Neil: Wow, you're pretty annoyed, aren't you?

Helen: I hate lateness, Neil. I really hate it.

Neil: So | see.

Helen: I hate it! I really, really, really hate lateness!

Neil: So you're saying you hate lateness?

Helen: Hate it.

Neil: Hate.

Helen: Hate.

Neil: (pause) You know what, Helen? You could really do with some variety in

your vocabulary of hatred.
Helen: Yes, perhaps you're right. Neil W\ 43 111 BV %A 52 Lo R ) .
Neil: Luckily we have a question on this very subject. Feng Xu has sent an

email to ask us to explain the difference between hate, loathe, detest,
abominate and abhor.

Helen: What were those words again?
Neil: Hate — | think you know that one. Loathe.
Helen: Loathe.
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Examples

Detest.

Detest.

Abominate.

Abominate.

Abhor.

Abhor. Are those words all the same?

Well, they all have a similar meaning to 'hate’' but some are stronger than
others. Some are more formal and old fashioned than others and one is
used to talk about ways of thinking or behaving.
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A:Do you want some beans with that?
B:Beans? No, | hate beans.

A: Fancy going to see a film tonight?
B: No thanks. I hate going to the cinema.

A: Let's go to karaoke!
B: No way. | hate singing.
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That word 'hate’ was used a lot.

Yes. It's quite strong, isn't? XA~ hate, Wit KRz, JEALE?

The word hate is strong. But as | think you can see from those examples,
it's often overused. And when we overuse a word it starts to lose its
meaning.
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Like when you said you hate lateness, Helen. You don't really hate it.
Yes | do! | really hate lateness!

Well if you really hate it you could use some of the stronger words Feng
Xu suggested.

| loathe lateness. Loathe i+ J&X.
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Neil: That's good.

Helen: | detest lateness. Detest JilR.

Neil: Very good.

Helen: I abhor lateness. 11, iR .

Neil: Hmm. Let's just stop there. Abhor is a very formal-sounding word. It's

used when talking about ways of thinking or behaving that you strongly
disagree with.

Helen: Oh right. Abhor 2 —ANEH X FRE, & H T8 SO 5 BT A BRI 3 2N 1
%o Htnn | abhor racism, F&AEH JE R R B .

Neil: That's right. That's a better example. Here are some more.

Examples

A: The problem with politicians is that they're all such dreadful liars.
B: You're quite right, dear boy. | simply abhor deceit.

A: I'm so angry with this company. It's impossible to get a promotion unless you are a
friends or family with the bosses.
B: It makes me angry too. | abhor corruption.

Helen: MR B IRATE D], AR BT B A 775 4 deceit, J& K corruption %5
174, they abhor deceit and corruption.

Neil: There's one more word that Feng Xu mentioned: abominate.

Helen: | abominate lateness.

Neil: That sounds a little weird.

Helen: Really? Why? Neil 76X abominate Wi k1R #7P.

Neil: It's a very formal word and also quite old fashioned. You might sound

pompous if you use it.

Helen: Abominate X ZEH IEN M — AN, W HRR I ZE . BAU R T IE S DO IRAEA R
TR N
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Neil: Yes, it can be very difficult to understand the little differences in these
words.

Helen: Yeah, | really hate those little differences.

Neil: Oh no, here she goes again.

Helen: | loathe studying!
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Neil: Helen! You're so negative!

Helen: | detest language learning! | abhor the English language... (to fade)
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