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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Elite —lAHE

Success through endeavour
Create the difference
Knowledge is power

Hinc lucem et pocula sacra

Li: L, ZAAEIITER S EHEY ! X RN R A F e William?

William: Those are university slogans, Li.

Li: University slogans, K2210°5 . fRIEAEAEHS [EAEI F K2R

William: Er... No, it's not that. This is of course Question and Answer of the Week,

the programme where we answer a listener's question about the English
language. And today our question comes from our regular listener Serena.
Can you read Serena's question for us, Li?

Li: Sure! Serena U 1) ] UK 2] 7 ATRIHERE,
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk, w15 AR AT e85 2] b1 o) 0 R 1) @R i
k. Serena ZIXFEE): Dear Sir or Madam, | am a big fan of your
programme — HRAIXF G Serenal - recently | get confused about a
phrase "elite without being elitist”, which is the slogan of the University of
Leicester. Could you please explain that to me? Thank you very much. |
look forward to hearing from you soon. Wi, Wy -2 Serena A~ KiE#E elite
without being elitist XAMEET AR, WX a ik 5 9 5 30k K2 1 H
T o

William: Hmm. Now actually |1 don't think this is the official University of Leicester
slogan, but it is a phrase that features a lot on their website. And | can
understand why Serena is confused. The reason is that the word 'elite' has
two slightly different meanings.

Li: K elite XAMAAPIANEL, PrilES IRE.
William: See if you can guess what the first meaning of elite is from these
examples:
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Examples

An elite team of soldiers have been sent to rescue the hostages.

Catherine is so bright — she always comes top of the class. I'm sure she’'ll end up at an
elite university.

Ed Viesturs belongs to a tiny elite within mountaineers, who have climbed all 14
mountains that are over 8,000 metres high.

William:
Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Examples

In that clip we heard about an elite team of soldiers, an elite university
and a tiny elite within mountaineers.

So here elite means the best of the best i H & k5.

Exactly. And notice, by the way, that elite is used as an adjective and also
as a noun. So when people talk about an elite in this context they mean a
small group of the most talented people.

Hmm. H4 elite 15— RS2 4 William?

Well, see if you can guess. Let's listen to some more examples:

In my view, this country is still governed by a rich elite of businessmen, bankers and

politicians.

My grandfather tried so hard to become a member of an elite club, but they wouldn't
have him because he was Jewish.

William:
Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Li:
William:

So, in those examples, an elite means a small group of rich and powerful
people.

Elite 5/ 0 HHBLStH )2 .
So if you hear terms like 'the ruling elite' or 'the social elite' it means the

most powerful people in society. Now, to come back to Serena's question,
the adjective elitist follows this second meaning.

BT, el elitist 2 M elite XA (5 AN EIRAE R, TEA—FhS
B, MEAEA ST TR, s AR,

Correct. So ‘elite without being elitist’ means...

“RPAEAR TR AU NS, BTSSRI, (HR FATA LU 2 A7 HY

Ao
Exactly.
So... | have a question. Can you say that this word elitist is quite a

negative word?

Well, yes. | don't think anyone would say "I'm proud to be elitist™; | think
it is quite negative. And, interestingly this word belongs to a group of
adjectives which end in —ist and which describe forms of prejudice.

bbcukchina.com © British Broadcasting Corporation 2011



Li:

William:
Li:
William:
Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:
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Hmm. Prejudice B, Ahid, {2 KR EALRHHEE DL ist, L2 i-s-t 4521,
L anFige s racist ?

Yes. And we also have sexist...

Sexist 5l E AL .

And ageist.

Ageist FR AN . IX L84 AR IA U 2 BTS2 M Y

No, but of course to be elite is not necessarily a bad thing. It can be a
very good thing.

S PR RIS AL, Xk LT, FrblER R, Ao
XFHAIRE EE, WR Serena.

And for more English language questions, go to bbcukchina.com. Goodbye
for now!

Byel!



