BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week &%

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as

broadcast. In

the recording and editing process changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Hello Helen. Sorry, sorry, sorry.

(Annoyed) Oh hello Callum, how good of you to join us.

What do you mean by that — what are you suggesting?
LEA 2 A, WTREA—RA

Well, | take that to mean you are a bit angry or upset with me.
PR AT T ? R AW ?

No, you didn't say it — but the tone of your voice and the
expression you used made me think that you were a being a bit
sarcastic in your comment.
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Yesl!
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Aah but then we wouldn't have questions like today's. Today's
question comes from Jing who wrote to us and said:

Hello, I am confused by the two words imply and infer. Could you
tell me how to use them appropriately?
Thanks a lot.

Jing [A2AA8 T iR imply £ infer XA B X0 3t 205 Wy 21 HoAh A H
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Let's take 'imply’ first.

To imply something is to suggest something without saying it
directly. It's something the person who is speaking does. So when
you said to me "good of you to join us" you were suggesting, you
were implying, that I was late. You were sending me a message.
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That's right! And that's what 'to imply something' means — to
suggest something but not actually say it.
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The cockpit voice recorder is the biggest information that we have and a quick
listen to that last evening in Washington showed nothing that would imply any
sort of unusual activity in the cockpit other than the accident sequence.
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Of course, in this situation the investigators couldn't know for sure
what had happened — but what they heard let them believe that it
was an accident. The evidence they had implied that it was an
accident but nothing more suspicious.

VAN AN RERE SR E T A A, (FR AT ARSI SR the
evidence implied IEHERE R, XAAUE—NAFERER, A SR MR,

So when something is implied, it is suggested but not directly
stated.

W2 infer XA IEA2 & T ?

If you infer something, it's not something that the speaker does,
but something that the listener does.

Infer (& EESRA imply 22—, (22 FRVrG 7 iEG, LA R
) E Lq:;jz FFXRIAH, you inferred | was angry. Fi&E & AN
W MR B AR 2 T BRI AN o

And like imply, the verb infer is not always used when people are
speaking to each other.
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A violent commotion of the water, mostly, and they say that they couldn't really
see a beast in the water but they infer that the beast was there because there
was a large commotion.
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Yes, that's right. There's one more thing to add about ‘infer’.
PRE AR BT AWe ?

Well, just because you infer something, it doesn't mean you are
right! You might have got the wrong idea.
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Well, I can see you're looking at your watch Helen, so | infer that it
is time to end the programme!

AAETAVG KT, AL RATHE ] — 1.
To imply something is to give a message without saying it directly —
it's something that comes from the speaker. To infer something is

to receive a message which hasn't been said directly — it's
something that the listener does.
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You're welcome!
WUr, FIkF4! Bye bye.

Bye.



