BBC Learning English — On The Town #H#H%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Paralympic Day %% H

Insert

Oscar Pistorius: I've seen some people kind of clench their jaws watching this. The
wheelchairs clashed behind us and that's just exciting you know. | think that kind
of excitement around the sports is what’s needed, but yeah I'm looking forward to
it.

Ellie Simmonds: Going into London 2012 | think it's changed. And | think it's good
to get the awareness of disability sport out there so people with disabilities can
achieve something and know that they can go to something.

William: That was Paralympic gold medallists Oscar Pistorius and Ellie
Simmonds.

Feifei: Oscar Pistorius B -~ . B WA 2t 5 L e ez sh i . B HE
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William: And as for Ellie Simmonds, she won three gold medals for Britain in

Beijing's Water Cube at the tender age of 13. She's likely to become
a household name.

Feifei: A household name FKWi BRI 4 7. IXELFE B WA Paralympic stars |-
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William: Hi, I'm William and in this programme we’ll be marking International
Paralympic Day.

The last time the Olympics were held in London was 1948. On the
day the Games opened, another sporting competition was held at a
hospital in Stoke Mandeville. This competition was for British soldiers
who had been injured in the war. It was the beginning of the
paralympic movement.

Feifei: Hmm. J5ERATENGN T Lord Coe 15k 8 4 T8 20X — A FE PP iR
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—4 a headstart.
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Insert

Lord Coe: Our history in the Paralympic movement, the fact that many of our
Paralympians are household names, and the fact that the more Paralympic sport
you show young people the more interest there is in Paralympic sport gives us a
real headstart in this country.

Feifei: So William, you British have a headstart, but there's still one country
that you won't beat at the 2012 Paralympics!

Insert

Tim Hollingsworth: Whilst we can probably never as a nation hope to overcome the
Chinese, given the resources available to them and the athletes available to them,
outside of that to finish second again in the medal table, but more importantly to
win those medals, to make the nation proud in the way that we want to, that’s the
target.

William: That was Tim Hollingsworth, Team GB's Paralympics chief. He thinks
that Britain can't hope to overcome the Chinese.

Feifei: Of course not!

William: No, but our little country can do very well and come second again!
That will still certainly still make the nation proud!
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William: Ellie Simmonds thinks that competing at home gives you an
advantage. Listen to this clip. What word does Ellie use to describe
the feeling that it gives you when the crowd cheers you on?

Insert

Ellie Simmonds: It gives you such an advantage, like | remember being in Beijing
and having the Chinese crowd cheering for you even though you weren't Chinese
but it gave you a buzz. So hopefully in London we'll get that buzz and it'll make
you even perform harder and being, like the publicity and stuff like that is really
good.

William: Ellie said that when the crowd cheers for you, you get a buzz.
Feifei: That's a great word! A buzz ffi—/ A\m%. Mfx. Ellie BireEZ kR
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William: But what about Blade Runner, otherwise known as Oscar Pistorius?
He's already starting to feel rather nervous.
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Insert

Oscar Pistorius: Yeah, I'm a bit nervous. | saw one of my competitors up here this
morning, Jerome Singleton. | know he's going to bring his A-game on; he's already
looking quite buff. So yeah, I'm excited more than ever for that.

Feifei:

William:

Feifei:

William:
Feifei:

Insert

W2 A it ang?

He's nervous because he's seen his competitor, Jerome Singleton.
Jerome is going to bring his A-game on.

To bring his A-game on X2 —/MEREHRIE, SEEEASMTHESH
R HBA e BN

And he's looking buff.

Buff SHARIT. gt

Oscar Pistorius: Yeah, I'm a bit nervous. | saw one of my competitors up here this
morning, Jerome Singleton. | know he's going to bring his A-game on; he's already
looking quite buff. So yeah, I'm excited more than ever for that.

Feifei:

William:

Feifei:

William:

Feifei:

William:

Feifei:

William:

Feifei:

FATBLAEA B B — AR B2 2R RIS . 08— D 9B A u?
A headstart.

BRI AR . AR B AU ?

A buzz.

Wi — A NI R R AR AW 2

Buff. And if you ever forget what that word means, Feifei, you can
just look in my direction...

Er... right, I think I'd rather look at Jerome Singleton. And maybe |
will — a year from now!

Well I might see you there — at the London Paralympics. Bye!

Bye!
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