BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week 150

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Quick, quickly and fast =A4Maf, #,

Li: REGFHAEG RN A J (R FRED) 1 H . SRR Callum.
Callum: Hello Li, now | wonder if you could start by reading today's question?
Li: Sure. 4R HEEK HILE) HANDOU.

Hello, could you explain the following words: fast and quick. I want to know their
differences. | also want to know the difference between the adverb 'quick’ and the

adverb 'quickly’. Best wishes and thank you very much!

Li: Aty 1 i 5 dan e DX S5 DA LA R B AHOG IR JE 261 A il ], fast, quick AT
quickly. FWAFIRATN E e H— P2 2R, IRUiE CALLUM?

Callum: Of course Li. First, adjectives are words which describe nouns, they tell us
what something or someone is like. So words like ‘'small’, ‘green’,

‘intelligent’, 'delicious' are all examples of adjectives.

Li: MSRIEAT ) LR B fast' and 'quick’.

Callum: Yes. They are both adjectives and both connected with speed.

Li: AL AL U] DX 233X AT 2 ] i 2

Callum: We use the adjective 'fast’ for people or things that are able to move at

high speed, listen to this:
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EXAMPLE
(FX Car passing) That is a fast car!

Li: Wr b AR A AT U R sl /T AT fast'. B "quick® /B A2
Callum: 'Quick’ is for things that don't take long to do, or are done immediately.

Here's an example.

EXAMPLE
A: What do you want to eat?

B: Oh something quick, how about an omelette?

Li: Fadi—T — 'fast il 'quick’ XML IEAR DR, HIE 'quick’ & HRE R —
PRI ATEZ /DR, Heh) i g e Rt se e . 1 fast' XM HH R IE 700
FERIER, thlnEdk, —/MATE 300 B, e fast.

Callum: Yes, that's right.

Li: BAEBRA VA wlE,  Callum, A2 2 Ei e 2

Callum: Adverbs are used to refer to verbs, to tell us how something is done.

LI: W, R 2 HIRIE A3 1, BRI, BeANRERS AN 12

Callum: An example? um, let me think — ok — here’'s one. "One way to help people

understand you is to speak slowly."

Li: One way to help people understand you is to speak slowly. & [F&E, ZiLjA
WG VRAE AT 2 A8 — i "slowly" 3t 2 R Ui X AN s VR ) il

Callum: And many adjectives can be made into adverbs by adding 'ly'. Such as the
adjective slow, which becomes the adverb 'slowly'. But not all. Let's take a
quick look at the word ‘fast'. This is an irregular adjective; the adverb from

'fast’ is also 'fast’
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Li: W, X AVITE F KA fastly' XA, X ?

Callum: That's right. 'Quick’ on the other hand, does add ly to make the adverb —
quick — quickly.

Li: FrLL “fast' XA ) EHATE AR 2 fast, 11 quick IXANTE 285 1 &R 2y 5%

24 'quickly'. Let's hear an example.

EXAMPLE

If you want to get there quickly, you'll have to drive fast!

Callum: In that example we had both.

Li: Yes we did. &M, LA 4] a0k 3 A il i R BOR A3 SR TS 2 T

Callum: Unfortunately it's not quite that simple.

Li: W2 Ba, MEEXHLIE A AR PR 2

Callum: In informal English it's common to use 'quick’ as an adverb, without the 'ly".
EXAMPLE

Come quick, look at this, a shooting star!

Li: M EL_EAgil g rp R S — e A 2 1E F AR LR "quickly” SEERIE]R, H2 7R RS E 2
B 15 5L in certain informal expressions, 'quick’ 17 L7824 i .

Callum: That's right Li

Li: Well that's all we have time for now. Thanks very much Callum.
Callum: Thank you Li, goodbye

Li: Goodbye.
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