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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Jump the Gun #2348

William: Watch out, he is going to jump the gun again...

Yang Li: You don't know that yet, so don't you jump the gun.

Gun shot

William: Lool_<, what did | say? He did jump the gun. It will have to start all over
again now.

Yang Li: Yes, you are right. But could you just switch off the TV for two minutes

please? It's time for Authentic Real English.

William: Oh yes. Authentic Real English from bbcukchina.com. Hi, I am William
Kremer.
Yang Li: REWFFAEMH] . A RBATE AR EHESE to jump the gun, BAPKAFHHIE, &

B, bk,

William: Yes. It's a phrase that people might use when they are talking about a
race, like a swimming race.

Example

Woman 1: The 100-metre freestyle was exciting. However, nearly every time
someone jumped the gun.

Woman 2: Oh, that's a bit disappointing. But you enjoyed it, did you?
Woman 1: Oh yes, it's my favourite sport.

William: If someone jumps the gun, it means that they start too soon, before the
starting signal.

Yang Li: Which can be quite frustrating for everyone including the audience.
William: More often nowadays, people use this phrase when someone says
something or does something too soon, especially without thinking

carefully about it.

Yang Li: PRIGEE AL, AEBAT S DL AT S Ui s T23h, /2?2
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William:

Example:

Kind of. Let's hear some more examples.

Man: He shouted at me before | had time to explain, but later he apologised for
jumping the gun.

Man 2: You know what happened to Dan, my friend?

Woman: Yes, how did he do in his job interview?

Man2: What happened was that he was so sure that he would get the job that he
quit his old job. Unfortunately, he really jumped the gun. He just found out
yesterday he didn't get the job after all.
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Gun Shot
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It can be very embarrassing if you jump the gun. | did it once before but
hopefully never again.

Well, I am too slow to jump the gun, so that's not a problem for me. But
is there a phrase for that in English, Will?

Well, yes, there is, but | don't think I'm going to tell you.
Oh, please, tell me...

No, no.

Oh, please.

Maybe, next time?

Are you not going to tell me?

No, I am not going to tell you.

I've got this gun... | am going to gun you down if you don't...
No... no.

Are you going to or not? Yes or no?

No.
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