BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT G AR #HE:
THTE RN R H IR PR ASSORG T REBAT R B g R A b o9 H Atk
AR

Countable Nouns T #4517

Feifei: REGE, Waaewr  (RERED « B MLAEE.

Rob: And hello, I'm Rob.

Feifei: Hmmm, is there a dog in the studio or was that you?

Rob: No it's not me. I've brought my dog Rover into the studio. Say hello Rover.

He's going to help us explain today's question.

Feifei: Rob i) Rover i3k T 4%, Rob 43 Rover A LISKH A IME AR ]
B, A5 Rover B4 HEIRHH? OK, well let's read out today's question
then.

Insert

Hello. I have a question about plural nouns. Here are two sentences:

My favourite animal is dog. And, my favourite animals are dogs.

Are they both right and why can we say both dog and dogs when dog is a countable
noun? Thank you for your help. | am looking forward to your answer.

From Loong Wang.

Feifei: Wi & Loong Wang $#&13x A fn) 2 F1 44 10 O XA K. tanii, $.9 dog /&1
¥4, I8¥A dogs WE? It sounds like we need a lesson on countable

nouns, can Rover help?

Rob: I'm sure he can. We get lots of questions about this so | think it's a good
idea to explain more about countable nouns. Are you ready?

Feifei: So first we need to explain what a noun is. A noun is a part of speech that
explains a person, place or thing. %A% $s A, HE3)L. For example, a
dog — A,

Rob: Yes, a dog is a noun.

Feifei: And so is a cat.
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Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

Insert

Calm down Rover. Now, a countable noun is something you can count,
they are separate things that can be counted. Uncountable nouns are
things that are impossible to count like air or sand.

AT AL A AL TR S AT ABE 4R . So for example, one dog, two cats.
Rover, sit down! The important thing to remember is when you are talking

about one singular thing or one person you have to add a or an before the
word. Such as:

To get to the island | had to catch a ferry.

Is there a shop near here where | can buy some cigarettes?
I've got an old car for sale; do you want to buy it?

I bought an apple.

Feifei:

Rob:

Insert

AEE I a Fl an Wl HAERET A WET, Ko — M A K. ik a ferry, a
shop, an old car and an apple. And that's why we have to say "my
favourite animal is a dog".

Yes, it's not "my favourite animal is dog”. You can sometimes use the
word 'the' too if the listener already knows the subject you are talking
about. For example:

I watched a film yesterday, but it wasn't as good as the film we watched last week.
If you visit Italy, you should try the ice cream.

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

Feifei:

Rob:

RN BRI AR R R T 58 G, BRI R R R RN ECRE ), T4
X ERAE NS HT H 217 the. Isn't that right Rover?

Yes, | think he deserves a bone. There you go boy, chew on that...

Oh no, now there's not a dog, there are many dogs.

Many dogs — that's a plural countable noun. We can use the plural of dog,
which is 'dogs’ on its own without 'a’ or 'an' if we're making a general
statement, such as 'there are many dogs'.

'There are many dogs' iXfJifi&— Ml Rk, ZiaRZH.

OK let's just shut these dogs outside. There are other ways of describing
plural nouns depending on what you're saying. The example in today's
question is one of them. That is: my favourite animals are dogs.

So one dog is a dog but many dogs are dogs.

Yes. But describing plural countable nouns can be done in other ways.

They can occur with the definite article, possessive pronouns, and
demonstrative pronouns like these:
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Insert

The exams were very hard.
My friends came with me on holiday.
These eggs taste so fresh.

Feifei: PLEIRATTH T2 the, ZiaMEY) FACHE my B4 1875110 these FIm] #4417 2 5
%M. And what other ways can they be used?

Rob: In describing an amount of something, like this:

Insert

Have you any cigarettes?
I've got some apples.
I'd like two tickets to London please.

Rob: You can also use the words many or a few to describe plural countable
nouns:

Insert

There are a few tickets left for tonight's show.
There are many ferries you can take you to the island.

Feifei: A few JL1S, many 2. XA AT DLABRIER LY RS . 1t's all a bit
complicated Rob.

Rob: I'm afraid it is so the best way to learn is by reading, listening and
practicing. But hopefully we've explained to Loong Wang that countable
nouns can be singular or plural.

Feifei: TERATHI Pt 1A 5 2200 44 1) A A o G AR AE v 27 ) P ad BT M, mT
PLR BBLEA AT, HEAS J2 questions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk

Rob: Right Feifei, |1 think we need to let Rover back in now. Come on Rover...

Feifei: ...oh no, he's brought all his friends with him. I've decided my favourite

animal is cats.
Rob: Don't say that!

Both: Bye!
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