BBC Learning English — On The Town #H#H%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Stand-up Comedy EH““EBOMFE"

Andrea: Hey Feifei, here's a joke for you.

Feifei: Oh no Andrea. | hope it's better than the last time you told me a
joke.

Andrea: Well... what's brown and sticky?

Feifei: Erm. AL LR, KRR A0 (HR AT AZR P2 iR 1
f TR e 2

Andrea: A stick.

Feifei: A stick R Hmmm. I AIRENRE T, ALERAESE B
/‘%0

Andrea: Hello, I'm Andrea and this is On the Town.

Feifei: RELF, BB IETE. WEARZ AL, AR AD, HE—IMKA
AN, B2 WONHME S 2 stand-up comedy Fi N RS =R 0 .

Andrea: Yes, across Britain there are hundreds of comedy clubs. These are
places where people love to go to have a few drinks and a few
laughs.

Feifei: To have a few laughs %—%, & —F,

Andrea: Noel Faulkner is a stand-up comic and has been running the

Comedy Café in London for the last 21 years. But what exactly is
stand-up comedy? Let's listen to Noel.

Insert

Stand-up is basically where one person, man or woman, stands on stage and tells
funny stories about what's going on in their life, or funny people or funny things
that happened to them: getting on the bus to work or how smelly people are on
the bus. They talk about their wives, their marriages, relationships.

Feifei: = 51 Noel Faulkner 55 A Xk B FE R 002 — A 5 Nk A\ 3 S ulifE
&1, BREEIR B b)) LR
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Andrea: Another word for stories is 'anecdotes’. Stand-up comedians love to
tell funny stories or anecdotes about anything - from getting on the
bus, to stories about their wives or husbands.

Feifei: HIRR K ZPT AR IRSE, o BRA IR S8 A Do ) ik gl o L s R A0 R 1
AN i B LR AR S FE AW SN S AR 2 IR L

Andrea: I know! Here's what Noel has to say about that.

Insert

Anybody can be funny when it just happens because then everybody's on your
side. But to walk up to a group of people and to say 'I'm going to be funny, say
sit down, shut up' — it takes an awful lot.

Feifei: Noel AEAT— AN NER I ACE — 2 B I T URBEVERT . B PN SAE.
Anyone can be funny.

Andrea: That's because everyone's on your side.

Feifei: They're on your side K #{E X FFR.

Andrea: But it's really hard to make a group of strangers sit down and listen.

Noel says that it takes an awful lot. He means it's really very
difficult. It takes an awful lot.

Feifei: It's definitely not something that | would want to do! How about
you, Andrea?

Andrea: No way! But on the other hand, it can be fantastic being a stand-up
comic.

Insert

When you do a show to 100 or 200 people, when you come off stage you're on

such a high because they love you. They've laughed at everything you said. You
are the greatest person in the world to them. Every time you click your fingers,

move your head they're laughing. So it's an incredibly powerful position.

Feifei: Noel said you're on such a high iX& M EEREKIE, BESRIERIT
ar, WA

Andrea: Yes, stand up comedians are on a high when they come off stage.

And they feel very powerful because you just click your fingers or
move your head and people laugh.

Feifei: %J_lu ‘to click your fingers' A] L RIEA AR ERE I — AR
TN TAR L, A N IX AN N BEIfi.

Andrea: But comedians don't always come off the stage on a high...
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Insert

When it all goes horribly wrong, the room just goes quiet and people stare at you,
and one drunk person is shouting at you, swearing at you and it all just goes off
the rails. And you just have to get off stage. That is the rule. And it feels like the
whole world's had a meeting and they've all agreed that you're a loser. It's a
horrible, horrible feeling.

Andrea: Noel talks about ‘it all going off the rails'.

Feifei: }iik to go off the rails & EZE—KEMNH. Noel HIXANFIEAERE—
PEFAG A B —FEAE T, T %4 to go off the rails.

Andrea: When it all just goes off the rails the only thing a stand-up
comedian can do is get off the stage quickly. They feel like a loser.

Feifei: Not nice at all. A9 [ A 1R 2 2 44 1N FE o R R

Andrea: Billy Connelly.

Feifei: The two Ronnies.

Andrea: And more recently people like Michael Maclntyre and Jimmy Carr.

It seems that however hard it may be, stand-up comedy and its
clubs will continue to remain a tradition in Britain.

Feifei: W RAR AR A — 24 B NI FE =R R 5, Atis v =W Rl Noel 25 KK
LA

Insert

You need to try some jokes out on your friends. Sit down and write them out. And
then you need an audience. An audience can be any meeting of a group of people,
where you can persuade the people that are putting the meeting on that this man
wants to stand up and do five minutes worth of jokes.

Andrea: So you need to try out some jokes on friends. Practise, practise,
practise.

Feifei: fEPREEDF RS TR,

Andrea: You need an audience. This could be any group of people.

Feifei: An audience MAGEIET EEM,

Andrea: So do you think I could have a future as a stand-up comic, Feifei?

Feifei: Er... I'm not sure, Andrea... A ZIRFFZ] L AR H 25X HLigh i)

T, BT &k www.bbcukchina.com SRISIITBE 2 6 S JEBCE T H o
T, JATH k2. Byel

Andrea: Bye!
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