BBC Learning English — On the Town #HH®

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The British Countryside HHE[K 24t

Dan: Hello and welcome to On the Town. I'm Dan Walker Smith.
Wang Fei: KEEF, TREE Ko
Dan: This week's quite an unusual On the Town: we're actually getting out of

town, and heading into the British countryside.
Wang Fei: The British countryside #[H[() .

Dan: I'll just drop the music there... Now, Wang Fei what do you think are the
main differences between the British and Chinese countryside?

Wang Fei: Hmmm. Let me see... A AFRLZAAMRE . (EHEKF—NDOE: K5
B E N#AENEE urban areas YR TTHLIX, {H & KE o E N AR AEVEAE rural
areas fFTHLX . About 60% of China's population live in the countryside.

Dan: Yeah, around 90% of the UK is rural, but 80% of the British population
live in urban areas. So quite a lot of British people don't live in the
country, and they don't know the countryside very well.

Let's have a listen to the BBC journalist John McCarthy talking about
discovering Britain's rural areas. He uses quite an interesting phrase
here: he tells us that we'll find lots of plants and animals if we scratch
beneath the surface of the British countryside.

Wang Fei: To scratch the surface Hfili &k}, ifii, scratch beneath the surface i
B i o
Dan: Let's have a listen to the clip. What unusual words does he use for

plants and animals?

Insert
Scratch beneath the surface of the British countryside and you'll be rewarded by more
flora and fauna than you might have thought possible.

Dan: He says that if you scratch beneath the surface of the countryside,
there's more flora and fauna — that's more plants and animals — than
you thought possible.

Page 1 of 3
bbcukchina.com



Wang Fei: Flora % and fauna z1#%#f. So what flora and fauna is he talking
about here Dan?

Dan: Well I'm not an expert on animals in the country, but I expect you'd
probably hear and encounter cows... sheep... pigs... cuckoos... maybe
an owl!

Birdwatching, fishing and rambling in the countryside are three really
popular hobbies in the UK.

Wang Fei: Birdwatching M%<, $11, fishing %, and rambling %L, XAE S
HREARH WEITES) . Also, | know, some people like to collect butterflies, or
at least take pictures of them.

Dan: Exactly. Let's listen to the journalist Patrick Barkham explaining how his
love of butterflies allows him to escape into the country. What does he
say here about the appeal of butterfly-hunting?

Insert

Generally the beauty of butterfly-hunting is that it gets you out into wild places where
there aren't many people, and it's something you can do on your own or with a friend,
and it's very much you and the natural world, and you're surrounded by nature and
you're very still.

Dan: So as well as watching the wildlife, he likes the calm of butterfly-
hunting, the serenity. He says he's very still.

Wang Fei: BT A Y, wildlife. A [FIB =0 2 AT, serenity.

Dan: Here's Patrick Barkham again, this time talking about getting off the
beaten track and getting involved in nature.

Wang Fei: 1E R XT Patrick K U5 AR s Wr 2] P4~ 1], footpath 2 4T/NiEA beaten
track #EERHIRH)/NE. Patrick WA M A= X get off the beaten track,
R TT 2 M PATIE, HEGER R .

Dan: To get off the beaten track usually means to do something different
from the majority, or to go somewhere that isn't visited very often. But
here Patrick is literally leaving the beaten track by stepping off the
footpath.

Also, listen out for the words plunge and advocate. Plunge means to
jump or dive into something, and advocate here means to encourage.

Insert

Without wanting to advocate that people leave footpaths or whatever, | think it can be
really nice to plunge off the beaten track and really get involved in nature. And
particularly if you're in pursuit of a butterfly you kind of have to!

Wang Fei: So if he's chasing a butterfly he might accidently plunge off the beaten
track, M/NE ESERETF T, but that's not a bad thing. Let's listen again.
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Insert

It can be really nice to plunge off the beaten track and really get involved in nature. And
particularly if you're in pursuit of a butterfly you kind of have to!

Dan:

Wang Fei:

Dan:

Wang Fei:

Dan:

bbcukchina.com

I'm sure plunging off the beaten track is a good way to discover new
types of wildlife as well.

Yeah, there's plenty of flora and fauna to be found in the British
countryside, whether you're into birdwatching, fishing, butterfly-hunting
or just rambling through nature.

Or you can just enjoy the serenity of not being surrounded by people,
which is my favourite reason for getting out of town. I love the calmness
of the British countryside.

Yes, me too. And if you're looking for something a bit more urban, don't
forget there are a lot more On the Town programmes on our website,
that's bbcukchina.com. Bye for now.

Bye!
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