BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English HuiE#iE

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.

KT G K&
THERIRXAZ ) FE H I PR fF o A SR W] REBCAT RIS gt 4o R ot 7% H Atk

AR

The Special Relationship (kfg) HEXR

William:
Li:
William:

Hello and welcome to Authentic Real English, I'm William Kremer.
And I'm Yang Li.

Let me play you something, Li.

British national anthem.

Li:

William:

Ah, God Save the Queen; %[ [Hi#k. William PRI F 25 H T2

Ah, but wait...

USA National anthem.

Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Examples

Eh? The Star Spangled Banner X A& [H[E#(5? But this is the BBC,
William! British Broadcasting Corporation!

Yeah, | know Li. But a very special visitor is coming to Britain today.
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Well, that is a very difficult question to answer in ninety seconds Li. But
it's fair to say that our two countries have a lot in common. Not only do
we share the same language but economically and politically Britain and
the USA have a close connection. And this connection is often called the
special relationship.

The special relationship. /&% [ THRIEATESE MW EHEGA X R TE the special
relationship i35 %K.

Here are a few examples of this phrase being used which | found on the
BBC website:

Britain's former Foreign Secretary, Jack Straw, talks to Katty Kay about recent remarks
in which he described the 'special relationship’' between America and Britain as a fiction
that should be dropped.
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Isabel Hilton and guests discuss the past, present and future of what people on this side
of the Atlantic like to call 'the special relationship’ between Britain and America. But is it
really that special?

Files newly released by the Wikileaks website highlight what is described as the UK's
‘paranoia’ about its so-called special relationship with the US.

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

It sounds like people are starting to question how special the special
relationship is!

That might be true... and you can see that this is an issue that is easier to
talk about because there is a special phrase for it.

So does the UK have a special relationship with other countries too?

Yes, of course. And occasionally you might read about 'a special
relationship with Australia’ or 'a special relationship with India’ for
example, but the phrase ‘the special relationship’ by itself generally refers
to the USA and Britain.

I see, the special relationship, not a special relationship. Well, actually,
we have a special relationship, don't we William?

Yes, we do, Li! And do you think our special relationship is like the special
relationship?
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Hmm. Well, that is an interesting question but also quite a strange one!
So let's end today's programme there. Bye bye!
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