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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT 6 1 B
THTERXANE )R H IR TR ASSORG T REBCAT RIS« g SR A b =9 H At

A Fish Out of Water i kK

Feifei: REGF, XAt BBC Jeifr iy W HIVER) (IRIAI3RED) 5 H . g aETE.
Rob: And I'm Rob. Thanks for joining us. Let's hear today's question shall we.
Feifei: Good idea.

Insert

Hi. Please can you explain the saying a fish out of water? Thanks.
Victor Tsui in Hong Kong

Feifei: kAR Victor BB 0AR a fish out of water XAMEIAMEL. Can
you help?

Rob: Of course. I love talking about fish. Big fish, small fish, fish and chips.

Feifei: But this is just a saying Rob. It's not really about a fish. It's an idiom.

Rob: Oh yes, I knew that! Idioms are sayings that cannot be taken literally.

Feifei: Yes. Joifs BU s FIDGE ) —FF, i AREEE. Not literally.

Rob: That's right. Now if a fish was out of the water it would not be comfortable

or happy. So if you're like a fish out of water then you are in an unfamiliar
situation that makes you feel uncomfortable or awkward.

Feifei: WP N e — 4B K, IS ABRATILSEAE R 0 UL IX AN N IEANE— AN A4
FIAEE T, PrelUEBIAET IR, ASi&EN. uncomfortable or awkward. So what
kind of situations are these?

Rob: For example, being asked to do a different job that you're not trained to
do. Or having to speak in another language that you've only just started
to learn.

Feifei: So you don't want to speak Chinese today?

Rob: No. I'd be a EJF/KIfa. Here's another example.
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Insert
I spent most of my life living in a village but now I've moved to the city. I don't know
anybody here and I keep getting lost. I feel like a fish out of water.

Feifei: T XA 5 AR A NER S T AN I, MR ARGE, R IIAK
N, Bt st f infa 2K &k . That's a big change so it's bound to feel a bit
strange.

Rob: Maybe he'll get used to it and then he'll be like a fish in the water!

Feifei: Ha! /KB #f1. Rob, this isn't the only fish related phrase people use?

Rob: That's right. Have you ever been fishing for a compliment?

Feifei: 4 FHiHeFR#%? Fishing for a compliment? How would I do that?

Rob: A bit like this...

Insert

I went to the hairdressers this morning. Have you noticed anything different about my
hair mmm?

Rob: She's dropping a hint that she's had her hair styled and wants to be
complimented on it. She's fishing for a compliment.

Feifei: I know the feeling! FeA i & 7 Wit —ASH KB G i & v S iR, WAL, A
HAKAERD], WAHEBZIRNKWIHEE. Xt fishing for a compliment #&
AT SRS | 41015 . Actually Rob, have you noticed my beautiful new

shoes?

Rob: Hmm, they're a bit...red. I think I'd have to drink like a fish before I
compliment you on those.

Feifei: Drink like a fish? Flagiii43—4: 2 ? Do fish drink?

Rob: Yes, lots and lots of water actually. If I drink like a fish then I drink lots

too but not water. Listen to this.

Insert
Will drank two bottles of wine with his dinner. He sure can drink like a fish!

Feifei: Wi N drinks like a fish, JLS2i 2 vix A~ NFFREM I, 1A JE7/K. So Rob,
you need to get drunk before you compliment me on my new shoes?

Rob: Yes I'm afraid so. Now finally, have you heard people describe something
as being fishy?

Feifei: Fishy? ik ? You mean something is smelly?

Rob: Not literally. We describe something as fishy when it is suspicious,
doubtful, or questionable.
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Fishy XA ] LAIoR AT BE), (HAFM%EM). A bit like your Chinese
pronunciation?

Actually I thought my Chinese was #%.
Stop fishing for compliments Rob!

Well, I hope we've given Victor some examples of using fish idioms in
English conversation.

Yes and I hope he's now hooked on listening to Question and Answer of
the Week.

Ha ha! Hooked. I like that. Just like catching a fish.
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Right, I'm off fishing now.

L.
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