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Olympic Tickets Go on Sale
BRI ETFHHE

Will Usain Bolt set another Olympic
record? And will 2012 be Liu Xiang's
year again? Now you can make sure
you will be in a perfect position to
answer these questions.

Tickets for the 2012 Olympic
Games have gone on sale online,
with sessions priced between £20
(212 yuan) and £2,012 (21,000
yuan).

Children under 17 will be able to 'pay-your-age' on some events and there
are special concessions for old people too.

The new ticketing website for residents of the UK and some European nations
is not run on a first-come, first-served basis. Visitors have until 26 April to
apply for tickets, after which time all applications will be treated equally.

Oversubscribed events will be decided by a ballot. On the UK site, there is
no upfront cost, but money will be debited from Visa cards in May and
June.

Lord Coe, the chairman of London 2012, thinks the Games will be a sell-out.

Fewer than twenty-five per cent of the tickets are being reserved for fans
outside Europe, which can be bought from specially-appointed organisations.

In an effort to stop ticket touting, the British government plan to raise the
maximum penalty from £5,000 (53,000 yuan) to £20,000 (212,000 yuan).

However, there are likely to be many online scams, so before you part with
your hard-earned cash, check that you are buying tickets from your
country's authorised vendor.
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1. What can you now order?

2. True or false: 16-year-old children will be able to buy tickets for less than
£15 for some events.

3. True or false: If you wait until April, you are less likely to get a ticket.

4. What noun in the passage describes an event which has sold all of its
tickets?

5. What noun in the passage is a formal word for someone who sells
something?
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first-come, first-served ballot upfront costs scam debited from

1. I got a letter last week telling me I'd won £1,000, but I think it was just
another .

2. In the UK, you can arrange for local tax to be your bank account
automatically.

3. If you want any more cake you'd better hurry. There's not much left and it's

4. So many people wanted to go to the company Christmas party this year
that they had to do a

5. The problem with moving house is that there are loads of . You
have to pay a surveyor and a lawyer before you can even think about
moving.

bbcukchina.com

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2011 2/3




Answers and Glossary &£ 53HC

Quiz /il

1. What can you now order? Tickets for the 2012 Olympic Games.

2. True or false: 16-year-old children will be able to buy tickets for less than £15 for some
events. False. 16-year-old children will have to pay £16.

3. True or false: If you wait until April, you are less likely to get a ticket. False. The tickets

are not being sold on a first-come, first-served basis.
4. What noun in the passage describes an event which has sold all of its tickets? A sell-out.
5. What noun in the passage is a formal word for someone who sells something? Vendor.

Exercise 43
1. I got a letter last week telling me I'd won £1,000, but I think it was just another scam.

2. In the UK, you can arrange for local tax to be debited from your bank account
automatically.

3. If you want any more cake you'd better hurry. There's not much left and it's first-come,
first-served.

4. So many people wanted to go to the company Christmas party this year that they had to
do a ballot.

5. The problem with moving house is that there are loads of upfront costs. You have to pay a
surveyor and a lawyer before you can even think about moving.

Glossary HIL3FE
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