BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week 123

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Feifei: Hello. K5 Yadgr (R 17 H . FEDIETE, FRAESF Rob 12k,
DOOR OPENS FX
Rob: Sorry I'm late. I've been waiting for the bus but it never showed up!

Feifei: Well now you're here let's waste no time and get on with today's question
which is from Shan in Hong Kong. He's waiting for a reply.

Rob: Oh sorry. Let's have a listen.

Insert

Hello. I want to ask a question about the difference between "Expect" and "Wait", as I
heard some people say "I'm expecting someone" and I wonder why they don't say "I'm
waiting for someone". I'm looking forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully, Shan in Hong Kong.

Feifei: K HEFHERIM A Shan 1) in) 85E 5T = RS AT 1) #in] expect Rl wait. L
Pt I'm expecting someone #1 I'm waiting for someone. So Rob, there are
two ways to say the same thing, right?

Rob: Wrong! They are similar but there are subtle differences.

Feifei: Waiting and expecting 71X B R AT, (HE 25 H/MNX ) subtle
difference.

Rob: I expect you want me to explain?!

Feifei: We're all waiting Rob.

Rob: Well, when you say you're waiting, you're implying time is passing until

something happens. You can wait, or are waiting when somebody or
something is late.

Feifei: Like your bus. Z&Z g A —F—f it 25 R AZEEE —NAM T B2 T,
A 2ARAE wait S5
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Rob: Here's an example...

Insert
It's been two weeks and I'm still waiting for Feifei to pay me back that money!

Feifei: IR AL YA IR A A IR AR B . AR I, AT AOCRA R NER. So
he's waiting for someone to do something.

Rob: That's it. The verb is to wait and he's having to wait for someone to do
something for something to happen.

Feifei: b T SR B I EAE AR, KBRS F ) LU ORI )L. So Rob, if
you say you are waiting for a bus, it implies it will turn up eventually.

Rob: Exactly! And finally, waiting is often a physical thing. We often stand or sit
somewhere until something happens.

Feifei: That's true. FATHE & ulidy . ARS SO A S 45— F s Rk, B NI

Rob: Listen to this.

Insert

Sorry, I'm late. I'm waiting at the bus stop for the number 43 bus. It should have been
here an hour ago!

Feifei: % Rob —#¥, Mt /ES5E— AN AZ Rt 2 w13 A 4.

Rob: What is it about buses?! But he's still expecting the bus to turn up.
Feifei: b ANIE A A e Rk, T DM RS

Rob: If you are expecting something to happen, you have a good reason to

think it will and at a certain time.

Feifei: Well Rob, I'm expecting you to give us an example.
Rob: Well, wait no longer...
Insert

I'm expecting a bus to be here at half past three.
Feifei: At 7 A1 S I 1)k 2 BRI A %2 . Expecting 3% HL () R AniE A 4 — N A
PR R 21X AN . How is expecting something different from hoping?

Rob: Well when you are hoping for something to happen you may want it to
happen but there's still a chance it might not.

Insert

Is there a bus coming soon?
Yeah, I'm hoping there'll be a bus due very soon. If not I've got a long walk home.
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BUS FX

Rob:

75 AR S LK. He's hoping but it might not.

Yes, there's some uncertainty. That's different from expecting, that's
when you are assuming the bus will turn up.

HIAT] expect WIFFREF RN, AT E XM SR T hope FoRANfiE
. So that's three ways to describe a situation; waiting for it, expecting it
or hoping for it.

Here are some other ways you can use the word expect. I am expecting to
win the race.

AT RE AT EETE
I am expecting to be there at ten o'clock.
it 10 252,

I am expecting you to buy me dinner....mmm, Feifei I was expecting you
to say that in Chinese!

You'll have to keep waiting. I'm not buying you dinner! yEE /Rt r] LU —
AR RS

Well, hopefully we have helped to explain Shan's question. Don't forget we
would love to hear more of you questions.

W FARAE D2 ) FR I BT ), Y A MR F 25 BT 1 3
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

We expect to hear from you soon.

Don't keep us waiting! Bye.

And there's my bus. Bye, see you soon.
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