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University Challenges 大学挑战之五 
 
Michelle: Hello and welcome to the last and final episode of University 

Challeges. I am Michelle. 
 
Yang Li: 大家好我是杨莉。BBC 英语教学推出全新系列《大学挑战》今天进入最后一

辑，我采访的对象是来自波兰的一对双胞胎兄弟，两人都在攻读博士学位。 
 
Michelle: What is it like interviewing a twin? Can you tell one from the other 

Li? 
 
Yang Li: Well that’s the challenge, Michelle, as they are identical twins. But 

they are very engaging.   
 
Insert 
 
Bartosz: Hi, My name is Bartosz, I'm from Poland, and I'm doing a PhD in 
Chemistry at Imperial College, London, and this is my twin brother — 
 
Tomasz: Hi, I'm Tomasz, and just like my brother, I am doing a PhD at Imperial 
in Power Engineering. 
 
Yang Li: 弟弟 Bartosz 攻读化学，哥哥 Tomasz 攻读动力工程。 
 
Insert 

 
Tomasz: Well, what I think was the most difficult part about the PhD is actually 
the time management, because you are on your own. You do have a supervisor 
but he just gives you tasks. It’s also about self-discipline, because you're the 
master of your own time. 
  
Yang Li:   选择导师和项目非常关键。Find an interesting supervisor, an 

interesting subject, and then go for it.     
 
Tomasz: You need to make sure [you know] what you really want. I mean, a lot 
of people don’t know what they're going to do when they graduate and then they 
end up doing things they don’t really want to do and then they struggle, they 
don’t like it.  
 
Bartosz: I often advise my undergraduate friends to make sure to pick a good 
project or a supervisor; to start looking early, like at least one year before the 
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end of the undergraduate course, to find an interesting supervisor with an 
interesting subject, and then just go for it.  
 
Yang Li: 他们再次强调，兴趣极为重要，因为读博士任重道远，对困难要有思想准备，

要有毅力和决心。如果仅仅是为了慕名，在自己的名字旁边加上博士头衔 Dr,
那就大可不必了，那是浪费时间 a waste of time.   

 
Insert 
  
Tomasz: You really need to like the thing that you're gonna work on, because it's 
not gonna be easy, there's gonna be a lot of tough times when you're gonna 
spend hours in the lab and nothing is gonna work, so you need to make sure that 
the project that you are actually gonna work on is in the field of your interest. 
 
Yang Li: So it requires total determination and devotion. 
 
Tomasz: Of course. If you don’t, if you're just gonna do it for the “Dr.” in front of 
your name, then I would say don’t do it, because it's gonna be a waste of time. If 
you want to make a contribution to science, and change the world, then go for it! 
 
Yang Li: 为科学作出贡献改变世界, 你有这样的雄心壮志吗？ Then go for it! 
 
Insert 
 
Bartosz: It’s also about having fun. Because I mean on the way you meet new 
people, you learn new techniques, you learn how to use different devices. I mean, 
I spend a lot of time in the lab and for example this is a vacuum pump that we 
use to make microfluidic chips with.  
 
(Sound vacuum pump) 
 
Yang Li: What are these? It sounds like jargon to me. 
 
Bartosz (fading):  We use silicon wafers... 
 
Yang Li: Wow, a bit of high tech stuff here. Batosh 指给我看的是一台真空泵

vacuum pump用来制作微流控芯片microfluidic chips. 最后兄弟俩谈到了
他们从科研中获得的成就感 the sense of achievement. 

 
Insert 
 
Bartosz: Oh, there is also the success of achievement. Because when you see 
your name on the publication or when your publication is getting cited, it is also 
great; because then you can see that other people find your work interesting and 
useful. So that's your part, that’s your contribution to the world of science and 
great inventions and discoveries.  
 
Yang Li: That’s Bartosz and Tomasz on their course to great inventions and 

discoveries.  
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Top Tips 专家点评 

 
Yang Li:  现在和我一起在演播室的是大学生指导工作专家和知名作者 Michelle 

Morgan. 她的新书《Improving the Student Experience》即将出版。
Welcome back to the studio for the final episode of University 
Challenges, Michelle.   

 
Michelle: It's been a great pleasure and I have enjoyed it. 
 
Yang Li: So what advice would you give anyone thinking of undertaking a 

PhD, Michelle? 
 
Michelle: First of all, be prepared to study and research by yourself with very 

little supervision. Doing a PhD can be a very lonely world in which 
to exist. 

 
Yang Li: Sounds a bit scary! 第一点要做好独立研究思想准备。  
 
Michelle: Doing a PhD can be a very lonely world in which to exist. Secondly, 

you must ask yourself what is the purpose of doing a PhD.  
 
Yang Li: Such as, will it enhance your career or is it for the love of study?  
 
Michelle: Yes and understanding that will help you persevere as a PhD 

student. 
 
Yang Li: So be clear about your purpose, then? 
 
Michelle: Absolutely. And finally get in touch with other PhD students either 

within your institution or in your subject area across the globe and 
create support networks, Li.  

 
Yang Li: 可以同其他博士生沟通建立一个相互支持的网络。I suppose technology 

such as Skype has made this very possible, hasn’t it? 
 
Michelle: Yes, the research world is very small and technology has made it 

even smaller. 
 
Yang Li: Small world. Well I hope this series from BBC Learning English has 

brought you closer to the real world of UK universities.  
 
Michelle: An experience that is both challenging and rewarding. Have you got 

some top tips to share with others? Well send us an email to 
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.  

 
Yang Li: Good luck everyone and thanks Michelle for sharing your rich 

experience with us.  
 
Michelle: A pleasure. 
 
Yang Li: Bye. Bye. 
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