BBC Learning English — Audio Programmes Z#ifgi%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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The Year of the Rabbit: ftEEHH: THETE
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KEUF, AT BBC EHHER (RS H) TH. T2EE K.
And I'm Finn.
Finn, /RA1E? A REIEH+H, S EMESER o 4!

Indeed, yes, Ji# 17, the Lantern Festival! So what do Chinese
people usually do on the Lantern Festival?

IR IO
Eat sweet sticky rice dumplings.
AT K KT KR!
And see the red lanterns and guess the lantern riddles.
But sadly | have to work today and...

Wang Fei, Wang Fei, don't worry. Look at these!

Wow Finn. There are so many nice red lanterns. You prepared all
these lanterns for me?! So you knew today was the Lantern
Festival!

Yes and | would like you to have a happy English and Chinese
Lantern Festival this year!

So what is an English and Chinese Lantern Festival?

Well, look at the first lantern. Okay? If you push the button, this
lantern will speak!

Wow! SRR KT HEAT 5. e/ I I BTG 1 AT T ¢ R
7P MR 2

What does "pull a rabbit out of the hat" mean?
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What does "pull a rabbit out of the hat" mean, Wang Fei?

AR HEE T AR E T AR Sounds like a
magician doing magic tricks.

Yes. So when a magician does his tricks, what does the audience
feel?

They feel puzzled and surprised.

That's it! This phrase means to surprise people by suddenly doing
something that's quite difficult and unexpected.

Oh I see. FRARKELBIFILEAZT. So, just now Finn pulled a rabbit
out of the hat by switching on so many lanterns.

That's a good usage of this idiom, very good. Now, what about this
next lantern?

oo BAWr—Wr T MR A7

Can you guess the meaning of this sentence? If you run after two hares, you will

catch neither.
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Can you guess the meaning of this sentence? If you run after two
hares — hares /2% 7 #)& & — you will catch neither. What does
this sentence mean, Wang Fei?

XA TR R BEAT R, WRARFE N E I R T, R AR
HOEBRAE SR AR, BJais TE0E KT, AP 2AE
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That's right, very good! But have you noticed here we say hare and
not rabbit. Hare is H-A-R-E. In English hare and rabbit are two
different animals.

Oh yes hare in Chinese is %, rabbit is Z#. Let's have a look at
another lantern.

I'll push the button this time.

A joke. How do you catch a rabbit? You must hide behind a tree and make a noise

like a carrot.

Finn:

Wang Fei:
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How do you catch a rabbit? You hide behind a tree and make a
noise like a carrot.

Haha... That's really funny! £H4% 1, REGRAM S, IFHEHIHE b
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What's #1% M7 ? What noise do carrots make? The thing is,
everybody knows that rabbits like eating carrots. So, to catch a
rabbit, you hide behind a tree and make a noise like a carrot! Can
you do that, Wang Fei?

That's impossible. So, that's a joke, isn't it?

I think that's the idea.

RN MR TG ! It's a good onel

And let's do the last lantern. Let's press the button!

Are you a happy bunny now, Wang Fei?
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Together:
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Are you a happy bunny now, Wang Fei?

Oh! This... this one is exactly for me!

This one's for you! So are you a happy bunny now, Wang Fei?
Yes, of course. Bunny 2% EE. A happy bunny &K /Mt
Of course Finn, I'm very happy now. Thank you for preparing an
English-Chinese Lantern Festival for me. You are a good mate,

mate!

And you are a good mate, mate too, mate! And now it's time to go
for some sweet sticky rice dumplings "zZJG% % !

MEoeH 25 U Finn AMBZSTRAES TooH AT K, EEMREZICY . XEZ
— PR GRIITE . 1 also hope our listeners will enjoy all these
riddles and the funny rabbit joke.

So before we go, let's wish our listeners...

A very Happy Lantern Festival! Bye bye!
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