BBC Learning English — On The Town #Hi#H®

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In

the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Imperial Robes EHZ2HE

Yang Li: IR AC BOEAEZAT —AN R v [ Py S SO SRR B, SOE OBt — LS Bt AR SEAH T4
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For the first time in Europe, the Victoria and Albert Museum is showing the
magnificent robes worn by the emperors and empresses of the Qing
Dynasty. ] &7 fl 2 )5 4 i H#F. Believe it or not even Chinese people in
China have not seen them! So how has the exhibition been received by the
public? Earlier my colleague Emily put this question to Ming, the curator of
the Imperial Chinese robes exhibition at the V&A.

Insert
Emily: Ming, how do you think the exhibition has been received by the general public so

far?

Ming: The reception of this exhibition is really great because it is not very often that
Chinese robes are shown in the UK, and particularly, it is the first time that Imperial
Robes from the Forbidden City, from the Palace museum, are shown in the UK. | write a
blog on the V&A website and people have commented on the blog that the exhibition is
both very beautiful and very educational.

Yang Li: The reception of this exhibition is really great. In other words it has been
very well received. [WURLF. RG2S AN AT a4t 2 R FIBT R0 R 4
M g2 P — %W ? Listen and find out what is unique about the V&A.

Insert

Emily: Why is the V&A, in particular, hosting this exhibition? Why did they bring these
items from Beijing?

Ming: Because the V&A has a comprehensive collection of dresses and textiles from all
over the world; and the V&A has always been a centre for the study of textiles and
fashion. And the Palace museum, although it has this wonderful collection, it basically is
not a purpose-built museum. The palaces were built for the Emperors and his family to
live in. So they do not have a permanent gallery to display these robes. So | think this is
a wonderful opportunity, both for the UK audience, and for the Palace museum, so that
people can see what objects they have in their collection, which are not normally on

display.

Yang Li: Wik T ? The V&A — H2A S SRR Ty, LM g IS4, s
BB LTI AT . A4S comprehensive collection #EFF4:
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dresses and textiles ZEAZi 4 purpose-built museum L # HY1E
permanent gallery /KA REIT on display JEH.

Yang Li: As we have heard, the Imperial Chinese robes exhibition has been very
well received by the general public. | wonder how our special reporter
Emily makes of it.

Insert

Emily: I've just been in to see the Chinese Imperial Robes exhibition, with the curator

Ming Wilson. Ming told me there are 85 individual items in the exhibition. And | can tell

you they are exquisite; the embroidery and the colours, it's just really beautiful.

Yang Li: There are 85 individual items in the exhibition; the embroidery & &4,
They are exquisite E( . In the next clip Ming describes her favourite
piece from the exhibition.

Insert

Ming: | particularly like the double-sided dragon robe for the Empress. | think that is of
the most astonishing workmanship, because the embroiderer had to make sure that the
dragon pattern comes out exactly the same on both the front and on the inside of the
robe. And it would have taken her, | believe, probably three times or four times the time
to do it.

Yang Li: Bt X R 2 I AU 54 double-sided dragon robe for the Empress.
AR PRI S B 58 A — ORI A FRE I 45 i) T 2.2 astonishing 4 A
. M4 N embroiderer. Why not take a look at our special photo gallery of
the exhibition on our website: bbcukchina.com? W Ir, AT TR H
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