BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week R i &%&

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Pronunciation E#HX /A / Fi/a:/

Wang Fei: K45, IR AR (IRin3%) 9 H. FE T K. And this is Rob Carter.
Rob: Oh, no Wang Fei, it should be Rob Carter.

Wang Fei: What did I say just now?

Rob: Well, I think you said Cutter, not Carter.

Wang Fei: 5 ANHZHE KRB T . 1S Carter fil Cutter BfH4 KZ X .

Rob: But in English they are two totally different words, with different
meanings.

Wang Fei: Rob Uif3xl, xfToEihd BHEM A KB, cutter 1 Carter nl @MW MNARIA S, &
AR FRATA R I B a2 ¢ X AN R, Bl /a [ RIS Jad/, XK
1R 22 o [ R D 27 ) B R UG BB R A . BRATT 5 R WA ) L

Insert

Hello, my name is Danny. I find it difficult to tell the difference between the sound / r /
and the sound /a:/.Obviously, one is a short vowel, and the other is a long vowel. But
when it comes to listening and speaking, the difference is not that obvious to me. So, is
there any other way to distinguish these two sounds? I'm looking forward to hearing
from you. Thank you.

Wang Fei: AW A Danny XHCE /A / FHKITE /a:/ AN, WX 203X pyAs &g ?

Rob: First of all, let's talk about the different pronunciations and then we can
practise.

Wang Fei: Rob @illFkA IS kiRiR A, K5 i .
Rob: I think there are two main differences between / A / and /a:/. First of all

/a:/ is longer which is obvious. And secondly, when you are pronouncing
/a:/ the shape of your lips is larger than / A /.
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Rob AP AKH, Pk AMREIEE / A [, S A RKIEE A, K, A
Kl IR KL AR, DRBEHALE / A /K. (RAEGEE], e R
BT, T ER R AR .

Ok Wang Fei, let's do a practice. Here are some words with similar
pronunciation: hut and heart.

Hut /NAJE, heart L.

Cut and cart

Cut bi#l, cart T4

Starter and stutter

Starter JFH 3. stutter Lz, 45,

Lust and last

Lust # 2, last ol Tl Rob Ui, ARATIRAE Al 52 (K A2 R i)
Hut

Wtk T2 A hut pARE.

Cart

KPAR L& cart FHE%E.

Last

XYL last & a1

Stutter

X UABL 2 stutter 451,

I hope you can hear the difference between / A / and /a:/.

TERRATDOE RS, BRI/ A [ B /ar/ I, T DAFRAN TR B 9 15 My 9eits
(RIS fige h 25 AN EAT T2 ) R 22 50) IR BRI TG ) . A, HEHRZ T2 4,
HARL KB EATZ IR X 1

Another point I want to say is that in American English, people might
pronounce heart as /ha:rt/, and last as /laest/. In Scottish English people
also tend to read starter as /sta:rte/. So what we talked about before is
the standard pronunciation in English English.

XTKICE /ar/ WkE, A EESEE R A AR, LK RP 9853 heart,

MoEE A k2 AT RES R /ha:rt/ JEE 1) RP Jeiiis last, iy 3& ANl G i pk
/laest/.
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Vowels vary more than consonants in different English accents around the
world. What we are talking about is the Received Pronunciation in Britain.
You might hear different accents in the world, but you can't say they are
wrong.

Feitrh G E EA R 5 R A 2 BEROK . AT R BRI bR (1 e U8 A s
FEAISETE L, ATATRE SR AR FE . (BARIRABEDIARATTRE B R 1.

But from the bottom of my heart, I love British English.
And I really love Rob Carter's British accent.
Thank you.

W ARIIAC, i SRR A 5 5 B VR T T (K 1) A, S 2R AT A AL B o A SRARIEAR
sk SOL G BAT, RS AHLR1EE BBC il #s TR INTE T

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Bye bye!



