BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week R&E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Pronunciation B N#E/ [/ and /3 /

Wang Fei: She sells seashells on the seashore, and the shells...
Finn: (clear throat) Wang Fei, it's time to do the recording.
Wang Fei: Oh, yes! KFEEHFH AT Ko YIMEWr AR (RIERED) TTH.

Finn: And I'm Finn. Wang Fei, what were you saying just now? She sells what?
She sells sea shells ...

Wang Fei: Oh. | was practising my English pronunciation. | used to have a problem
with the /s/ sound and the /[ / sound.

Finn: That's interesting! Well, today's question from our listeners is about the
sounds /J/ and /3 /.

Insert

Hello my name is Hope and I'm from Guangxi. | think I have problems with the sounds ™
J "and "5 . Can you help me? When | say "It's my pleasure.” native English speakers
always correct my pronunciation of "5 ". Thank you very much.

Wang Fei:  FAHIUrA Hope Wfd H AWK E/ [/ A /13 1 ANBHERS, AR08 Wi & ffix
WA, MRS "It's my pleasure.” XAMa) T F L,

Finn: The /3 / sound is a difficult sound for some Chinese learners isn't it?

Wang Fei: Sure, | heard some learners say "It's my pleasure.” as "It's my /plera/."
What's the problem there?

Finn: Well, what they did was they pronounced / 3 / as /r/. The problem is that

you should raise their tongues up a bit to a position close to the roof of the
mouth.

Wang Fei:  JFURMATHE/ 3 /7 KT /r/. Finn R ULXOE B A AT kAT Hae sk . & Sk
A B AR O EISRALE . R Finn SEERRR S, FREE RIS . IRA]
FEEWT— N

Finn: It's my pleasure.
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It's my /plera/.
I usually wear casual clothes.

I usually wear casual clothes. AERMIWTHIX AR T o« Ji4h, FRiEWT 245 L [
2] 4 It's my pleasure.” B "It's my /plezsl.”

Yes! They pronounced /3 / as /z/. The problem here is that they didn't
raise their tongues up and didn't stick out their lips either.

Finn MR BOX S DO A T Sk BEAT R, S AN IS B fERT R . Rl Finn
BRI, BRI A . RITIEREYT— R

It's my pleasure.
It's my /plezal.

It's a good measure.

It's a good measure. A BARBENT H IEAA A ETZ I A2 Z I X . HSFRATT R 1t —
VA =V A VA

/f/ and / 3 / are indeed two sounds that puzzle many English learners.
One is a voiced and one is an unvoiced consonant.

Finn it /f/and /3 / & WEMATE . Wt Ul E N ST & R, T
¥ unvoiced sound {ERFINE, A AYRS), Wi voiced sound 7K E )
A, A RN Y o

Wang Fei, what problem did you have before with the /[/ sound?

I pronounced it like this: She sells sea shells.

I see. She sells sea shells. The problem is that you didn't raise their tongue
up towards the roof of your mouth.

R Finn BUAHAROS  BLARTECATRAS /S XA, R AN R, ROX AN
MU, TREAEJERE, T Sk A% i BRSO

And your lips should go forwards, not backwards.
PREWE S EATE AR — A, AN ARG

Ready? /[/

/y/

Very clear! Now how about this? She sells seashells on the seashore.

She sells seashells on the seashore.
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When you are reading this sentence, you should feel your tongue going up
and down in your mouth.

TEMOX AR I N, AR RE R 25 A 3 B8l .
Now, let's quickly go over the key elements of pronouncing /f/ and /3 /
well. First, the tip of your tongue go backwards a bit, then raise their

tongue up almost touch the roof of your mouth, and stick your lips out.

A=A, HATREESE L, RJEH I ST D R &, SJas 24E
[N

Ready? /[/

/y/

/3 /

/13 /

Very good.

Thank you Finn.

It's my pleasure Wang Fei. Shall we finish the programme now?

Yes! Wi, W SRR IAT A BB TR T ), 35 4 JATT A 7 o i 2RAR
ORI IR EAT, EHAATHIS 132 BBC JLiBHA LRI .

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Bye bye!
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