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X Factor: A Music Industry Perspective %5535 (EEHEBL) KEE

Is the X Factor Good for the Music Industry?

(CREBER) EF5 N T ARV oAb 5 ?

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

DA R EIRESC, MG e -

Britain's newest singing star is a 27-year-old former painter-decorator called
Matt Cardle.

The winner of this year's X Factor has already released his first single, which
is widely expected to become this year's Christmas number one.

But not everyone is celebrating with him. Many musicians object to what they
see as the X Factor's excessive influence on the British music industry.

They are particularly critical of the show's creator, Simon Cowell, who both
produces the TV show and signs the winners to his own record label, making
millions in the process.

"The thing | find incredible is that Simon Cowell gets paid an enormous
amount of money to promote his own acts," says Mat Osman of Britpop band
Suede.

Osman believes that Cowell should be "paying a fortune" to put his acts on
primetime TV.

"It just seems to be the greatest con of all time. But well done to him," he
continues. "It's a genius scam."

Bernard Sumner of New Order sees the problem slightly differently: "What
they're singing on X Factor is just other people’'s music. It's not creative."

Yet rock legend Alice Cooper defended the show, saying: "The advantage the
X Factor has is that it's not exclusive.

"The X Factor's more refreshing. They're wide open: if you're really unique at
something, bring it in and, if it's really professional, [they] will go with it."

Love it or hate it, the X Factor's success is undeniable. Underground rap
artist Dan Le Sac's view on the show is one of a resigned realist: "It simply
doesn't matter. It's fun, it's entertainment.”

"It may be a horrific thing but if people enjoy it, they should be allowed to.
You should be allowed to love the trash as well as the meaningful stuff.”
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Glossary FICE

painter-decorator — W% T

single — .}

Christmas number one — X g]
HATRE R —

excessive influence — T EKZH

creator — AiEE

record label — "B i /A#]

acts — ZAEREFE KA

paying a fortune — H{E#

primetime TV — ¥ & B

con — UJE, I

genius scam — KRR LK [

rock legend — BRFETAY

exclusive — XK

refreshing — BB —#HK

undeniable — AEFIAK]

underground rap artist — i F5%
ZA

resigned realist — i AR KPLE
X &

horrific — Z i K

trash — bk

meaningful stuff — BREKKI KT

1. Reading Quiz [FEH%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DU APk R 2R AR T I HHIERE R

1. Matt Cardle's first single is likely to be successful.

True / False

2. Many musicians think Simon Cowell has too much influence.

True / False

3. Bernard Sumner believes real musicians should play their own music.

True / False

4. Alice Cooper believes the show is too exclusive.

True/ False

5. Rapper Dan Le Sac believes that the viewers should be allowed to enjoy the show

if they want to.
True / False
2. Jumbled Sentences ¥4 FIE
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Without looking back at the article, put the words in the right order to make
the sentences correct.

EAFFECHREILT, HETIITE T IRFRAT, EFEHIERKER.

1. "people's music other What just X Factor is they're singing on."

2. " the X Factor is The advantage that has it's not exclusive."

3. " the greatest time just seems It to be of all con.”

4. The single winner of this first year's X Factor has released already his.

5. Matt Cardle is singing called Britain's newest star.

6. Simon Cowell are the show's creator particularly critical They of.
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3. Label the Rock Band J&if#H %S

Label the parts of the picture with vocabulary from below.

M BT 754 P HY IE A B R RAE B 2R b

lighting speaker drums

foot pedal

electric guitar

stage
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4. Wordsearch $iFf#&

Try to find the words associated with this week's article in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

TR T KRR, Rl EARSCEREIGERAR.
108, HARTT ALK () EEK (1) B AE (m) BXAHIR.

a |g |w |h |ju |i a |[n |d |s |w |h |r
S i n g |I e |i r e |a |j j i
f s |f t u |f r t c |h []j m | e
o |w |s |p |d|s |e |r |o |f d |t C
r e |f r e |s |h [i n (g |s |r |d
t f e |i h |f d |[c |[v |s |d |a |h
u |s (h m|j k |i o m |h |t s |0
n |c |r |e |a |t o |r u |I k (h |]
e |a |c |t s i o |u [h |] b [(n |]
k |1 h i y |u i o |t |y (g |h |j
g |h [] m |1 k |lm|b |n |r |e |s |w
a |h |k |e |x |c |I u |s |i v |e |r
u [n |d e |n |i a |b [l e |h |d |e

single creator  acts undeniable exclusive

trash refreshing primetime fortune con

bbecukchina.com



Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [ #%

1. Matt Cardle's first single is likely to be
successful. True

2. Many musicians think Simon Cowell has too
much influence. True

3. Bernard Sumner believes real musicians should
play their own music. True

4. Alice Cooper believes the show is too
exclusive. False

5. Rapper Dan Le Sac believes that the viewers
should be allowed to enjoy the show if they
want to. True

3. Label the Rock Band #iIE%

1. speaker

2. lighting

3. electric guitar

4. drums

5. stage

6. foot pedal
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2. Jumbled Sentences ¥4 FIFE

1. "What they're singing on X Factor is just other people's
music."”

2. "The advantage The X Factor has is that it's not exclusive."
3. "It just seems to be the greatest con of all time."

4. The winner of this year's X Factor has already released his
first single.

5. Britain's newest singing star is a 27-year-old former painter-
decorator called Matt Cardle.

6. They are particularly critical of the show's creator, Simon
Cowell.

4. Wordsearch Big#%

s |i nlg |l |e
f
o) p o t
rie|f|r e|s|hl|i|n]|g r
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