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Insert

Hello. My name is Xu He Qiucen. I am from Chongging University. | love this
programme very much. And | have a question. When we watch football games, why do
we always see England, Scotland, Wales, but not Britain? And what do British people
think about it?

Wang Fei:  BATEKA B @R A 2. hf4A9e8 % England, 734 *% Scotland, 87K+
Wales, Jilis 704765 /K 4 Northern Ireland, fli1h A1 4 A2 32 55 1[5 5 Bk
BAHEAT L 2eme 2 EE A AT E 4 BWE? K&K LF, I'm Wang Fei.

Finn: And I'm Finn. Actually, it's quite a hot topic right now.

Wang Fei: A hot topic. —/MREHHIEE. Why's that?

Finn: Well, in the Olympics, the UK competes as one country: Team GB. People
are asking if Scotland, England, Northern Ireland and Wales will combine
to form a British Olympic football team as well.

Wang Fei:  Ah yes, for London 2012. What do you think, Finn?

Finn: Personally, I think it's not a bad idea! But as a Scot, | will admit that not
many Scottish players would be good enough to get into the team.

Wang Fei:  ZRXFEI L [RIINIXAS At BE AR 20 (P15 A R R )il 1o Bk 2 R 2 e [ R DY A [ 5K
BRI S, b 22 AT S I R L BRBA B3, I R A SR KA, e = AN
(KT AL BRBA D ALIR T RERAT S N4 JL T .

Finn: Anyway, football is a topic that most British people have an opinion about.
Let's hear from someone who thinks this idea of a British team might
work.

Insert

I’'m quite in favour of them becoming one larger team. | say this because I'm from a
smaller nation myself: Northern Ireland. Our teams don’t have enough world-class
players to compete with the larger nations. | think if they join together with the likes of
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Scotland and England and Wales, this would enable us to have a chance at competing in
a World Cup final in the future.

Wang Fei:  WIA XA RV R B2 /R >, liiifh quite in favour R SCFHE DA E KA B —
ANE BN

Finn: He says this as he thinks Northern Ireland don't have enough world-class
52 ) players on their own but if they all joined together then Britain
would be a very very strong team. But, of course, not everybody is in
favour of this.

Wang Fei: Let's hear from them.
Insert

I think there's a lot of rivalry, and people always like it when the home nations, you
know, play together in a friendly or competitively. I think that would kind of be lost if
the teams were combined, certainly.

Just because, maybe FIFA say we should have a combined team in the Olympics, well,
why should we change our culture, traditions?

It’s just a massively nationalistic sport, so | don't think you can then condense that into
one Great British team. | don't think that'd ever work. That'd be controversial.

Wang Fei:  RIA R UT ENRIE TAE IR, AATU0un R A a2 BKBA, X EEERBA 2 [ Ak
11354+ rivalry sk T .

Finn: Yes, people from different nations really enjoy the rivalry. Another person
says that it would be going against our culture and traditions to combine
the teams.

Wang Fei: X5 SCHUREGMYE. BJ5— RV hRIA T AL . hiiiX g —4
W B H (01325, a massively nationalistic sport. Ft LARASBE & 4 e —
Y ERkBA, condense into one team.

Finn: He thinks that would be too controversial. X KH 4 T . You see, these
rivalries go back a long way to the 1870s when Scotland and England first
played against each other. It's quite a deep, emotional thing for many
people.

Wang Fei:  BUCEERTE S L X v DUB MR 19 4, &) TiXAZER AT I, XU
ZoE— M EFIEAG GRS T an emotional subject.

Finn: And there's also the issue of how the manager of a UK team would choose
his players.

Insert

Do they select 25% Welsh players, 25% Scottish players, 25% English players, 25%
players from Northern Ireland?
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Wang Fei:

FRSEIXHRE, WAl 2 P HEIE BN Da e ? REANE S0k 25% Wi >k RAEM T, (H 75 At
DRERIESRMLHINE 2 X A2 /by, another controversial area.

Indeed, another one. So, Xu He Qiucen, | hope you understand a little bit
more about why the UK does not compete as a single country in football.
But Finn, I think maybe they will for the London 2012 Olympics?

You think so?

Probably.

We'll see. Anyway, enough talking, let's play some football. Wang Fei, on
your head!

fE2? AEFRAKER? B! Goall IXEEFHks 2455 T B KT T !
What did you say?!

& AFI]5, Finnd

Bye for now.

Bye.

(Football crowd noise)
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