BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Wish and Hope X 5

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Insert

Hello Wang Fei.

Hi Finn. Actually isn't it your birthday next week?

It is! I've just sent out invitations to my friends.

Finn T MNEMEF—MEHES, HFHK TR ZEE invitations 25 AT
I have. I'm just waiting for them to text me back.

Finn IEZEZE I AT text him b RlEEE . FATZE 5005 s, S kW —Ir A K
F . AR ECE H KFChien. B R%0E 955 hope Fl wish X 5,

Yes, it can be confusing. When do we use wish and when do we use
hope...?

Text message sound

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Oh, there's my phone.

A text message?

Yes, from one of my friends. Actually, it's in Chinese — can you read it?
““HERSIIRAEHES . . 7

Oh, from Yang Li. #EESIRMNAHE 2. So how would you say that in
English?

I hope | can come to your birthday party.

Yes, 'hope’ isn't it. So here we should use 'hope’, not ‘'wish'. | hope she
can come too.
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Wang Fei:

Finn:

Insert

IXAMB Tk, A AL F 2 ] hope. By the way, where are you going for
your birthday?

Well, | want to eat Sichuanese food — )I|3¢...

Text message sound

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:
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Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:
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Oh, I got another text.
"R ES IR Sy, B RAKN . bk, ™
BEERAT

But how about this time — should it be wish or hope?

MiZA& | wish | could come to your birthday party, but I'm busy that day.
Wish, J&<<fRA8. (HJE7 7R,

Yes, wish. | wish | could come. Why do we use wish this time?

FAE . AR XAHAET: B DR TR FEESIIRINEH RS 77— WH
VT RERS IR A H 2R 2, BTl hope. {HZ7ESE —AcMifE B, S IR
RUK, ERAGEK. BT A TERIARAVECRE S, BN T %, st 221 wish.

Yes, this is one major difference to remember. So, for example, if | said {2
JERBEE X B what would it be?

I wish you were here. I I2F W REIRAFEX H .
And how about F.75ERF HEEK?

I hope he comes on Friday.

Text message sound

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:
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Ah, there's my phone again. Let me read this one. It's from Feifei. Here
we are. HLAREH PR,

PUURAE H R AR
So this time would we use wish or hope?
I would use wish — I wish you a happy birthday.

Very good! | wish you a happy birthday.

Wish 73X AL EA ITANE 7o XL wish 2 << HE= sl a3k AR
Rk PR, BATHEH] wish.
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Wang Fei:
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So, for example: BL/R—E X!
I wish you a pleasant trip.
BUIRFEHEPR IR !

I wish you a Merry Christmas.
BB AR R !

I wish you a Happy New Year.

You know Wang Fei, | often hear Chinese people say 'l wish you to have a
happy birthday"'.

Yes, all we need to say is | wish you a happy birthday, and not | wish you
to have a happy birthday...

Text message sound

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Wang Fei:

Finn:

Both:

Oh, one more text. It's from Derm in English this time. Here it is. "l can't
come but | hope you have a great birthday, mate."

Mate <5177 Derm #t ““FAGEZE, HERALEMAEHIR, 77—
W, BATH hope, K2 Derm 753 Finn Z4E H 5T 0. XSS 7] fE R A =1,
PrLAIRATIEEH hope.  Hope Jalfi ] LUER—/M)F. | hope you have a great
birthday.

"l can't come but | hope you have a great birthday, mate." You know,
Wang Fei, it doesn't look like many people can come... So it might be just
you and me! Do you fancy some )I|3Z?

Well, | wish I could come... no only kidding, of course | can! 319, /K#
fh...

WA K21 Very good! Well, thanks again to KF Chien for their question.
If you have any questions about the English language, please email us at:
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We hope to hear from you soon!

Byel

bbcukchina.com


mailto:chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

