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Scottish traditions #2244

Insert

I found Scottish people are very, very down to earth, very, very friendly and Scotland is
a very beautiful country. | think that everyone who comes to the UK should go visit
Scotland.

Kate: Hello. I'm Kate and welcome to today's Ask about Britain.
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Kate: Well I'm glad she liked Scotland so much because in today's programme
our question comes from a listener interested in Scotland and its customs
and traditions.
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Kate: It’s an interesting question because as many of you know, although
Scotland is part of the UK it is in fact an autonomous region and it has a
very strong identity of its own.
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Kate: So Li — what is the first image that comes into your head when | mention
Scottish customs and traditions?

Li: Mmm — Scotch #iks I8 g RICH 9% 2= 5 T AT
Kate: Ah - | think you mean Kilts - the national dress for Scotland.
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Kate: Nowadays, the custom is to wear Kilts to special occasions like weddings,
birthdays or anniversaries.
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Kate: What special occasion does he mention and does he like wearing a kilt?
Insert
My family are Scottish so I've been to quite a few weddings where | have to wear Kilt. |

don’t own a kilt, | hire one. So I'll hire it on the Thursday and then I'll wear it for the
whole weekend. | love wearing it.
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Kate: So our speaker enjoys wearing a kilt to weddings which happen to also be

a great place to see other Scottish customs and traditions.
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Insert

In the wedding | saw lots of men wearing traditional Scottish kilts and we did lots of
Scottish dancing, ‘ceilidh’, which was a lot of fun, jumping around, very energetic. And
also there was a live band doing lots of traditional Scottish music.
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Scottish music.

Kate: Let's listen to our speaker Dan, who has been to lots of ceilidhs. He
mentions that as well wearing a kilt, he wore a sporran. Can you explain
what a sporran is Li?

Li: Yeah. Dan i3] 75— AN I, A0t e 70 97 R 22 J AR I R T — AN
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Insert

When | was a student a lot of my friends had ceilidhs for their 21" birthdays. So we'd all
wear Kilts and sporrans. They're fantastic. The great thing about ceilidhs it gets
everyone invovled. Someone teaches you the steps, it's very simple and it's very
inclusive.
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Kate: Well, we're nearly out of time but we have managed to mention a few of
the many Scottish customs and traditions.
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Kate: Let's hear from Dan again. Why does he think Scotland has traditions that
are so unique and different from those in England?

Insert

Well, Scotland's got such a varied history and they're a very proud people so it is
natural that there's been the development of a very strong identity. The poetry, the
music, the dress, the way of life in Scotland is so unique and so instantly recognisable
and | think that's something to be very proud of.
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Kate: That's all we've got time for this week. It seems that Scottish customs
and traditions are here to stay!

Li: ST, RO H e

Kate: Byel
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