BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week #i&&

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Sorted: Sorted [KZFHRE

Yang Li: KEGFEAMF, YT <k &ZE>7H. I've got a question here from Lin.

Insert
In the BBC's Sherlock series | heard a sentence like this: We are all sorted here. | can't
figure out its meaning. So what does sorted mean here? Thank you.

Yang Li: William is my co-presenter today, but where is he? Where is he? i kZMH

R LA

(Yang Li goes back to the office to look for William)

Yang Li: Hi Will!

William: (distracted) Hi Li... er... sorry, I'm a bit busy right now.

Yang Li: What's the matter? Is there something I can help you with?

William: Um... not really. I'm... just trying to sort out the team outing for next

week and it's proving quite tricky.

Yang Li: That surprises me actually, William. That is exactly the sort of little job you
normally enjoy!

William: Yes, well. I've lost the menu that the restaurant sent me. | had it here

somewhere (rummaging through papers). | just don't know where it's got

to...
Yang Li: Wow, William, your desk is quite untidy | must say...
William: Yeah, | know, | know Li. Well, when I've finished this | am going to have a

good old sort out. Ah! Here it is! Now, | just need to stick this on the
wall... and send an email... and there we go! Sorted!
Yang Li: Well, good!

William: Li, what was it you wanted to talk to me about?
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Have you forgotten? You are supposed to record a programme with me. |
booked a studio and | was waiting for you.

Crumbs! I completely forgot. Listen, I'm sorry | can't do it now, Li. I'm
going to the ballet.

The ballet! What am | supposed to do now? Who is going to record the
programme with me?

I know, I know! What with one thing and another | totally forgot! | really
do need to sort my life out. Listen | can't do it now but why don't you ask
Kate to co-present with you? She’ll sort you out. Bye!

All right then. Kate do you mind co-presenting my programme because Will
could not make it?

Of course, | heard your conversation with Will. Don’t worry Li, I'm sure |
can sort you out with your programme.

Shall we go to the studio now?

Yeah, sure! Let’'s go now.

It sounds like Lin is having a bit of a problem with the word sorted. It’'s a
good word to learn as we use it in a lot of daily conversations.

That's true.

So in his example of Sherlock Holmes's "we are sorted here" sorted means
taken care of.

FATIFR R T

Actually I noticed that Will used the word sorted quite a few times in your
earlier conversation. Let’s have a closer look at each of them one by one.

What's the matter? Is there something | can help you with?
Um... not really. I'm... just trying to sort out the team outing for next
week and it's proving quite tricky.

The phrase to sort out means to arrange, to organise.

#hin JiiE to sort out something & EEHL, 2. XEH—ADEE,
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That surprises me actually, William. That is exactly the sort of little job you

normally enjoy!
So you said "the sort of little job", and here sort means the kind of.

The sort of wi2F, M the kind of, X2ZE - ANEE. FEAF, A2l
FEM—/~ A. He's just that sort of person.

Wow, William, your desk is quite untidy | must say...

Yeah, | know, | know Li. Well, when I've finished this | am going to have a
good old sort out. Ah! Here it is! Now, | just need to stick this on the
wall... and send an email... and there we go! Sorted!

Well, good!

We have just heard two more meanings here: to have a good sort out
means to tidy up, to keep the things you need and chuck out those you

don’t need.
X = E to have a good sort out #JJE¥ I — N iZ B, ZHIP5.

Then he finished something and he was happy with it, he said "sorted",

meaning finished, it's been dealt with.
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I know, I know! What with one thing and another | totally forgot! | really

do need to sort my life out.
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To sort one’s life out is a slang expression meaning to get more organised.

XM R S H AR i P, R, X AR, MHEN RS
William it BF I a3k —ie %8, i3Ik Kate.

Listen I can't do it now but why don't you ask Kate to co-present with you?

She'll sort you out. Bye!

Thank you Kate for sorting me out. And | think between us we have

managed to answer Lin’s question, haven’'t we?

I hope so. Now | need to go and have my bike sorted. It got a flat tyre this

morning.

Oh perhaps | can sort you out as | used to work in a bicycle shop.

Really?! I didn’t know that! That’s very kind of you...

No worries. Bye for now everyone.

Bye.
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