BBC Learning English — On The Town #FH#%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Bonfire Night $&k7F

Wang Fei: KU, W ETTHGEY H . Halloween Ji 26354 NINIE 22, JEE A BT EHb
HER R H T o BT HWE? ATk —Wr K87 B AR B4 .

Insert

Woman: Everybody knows Guy Fawkes Night, you know Guy Fawkes Night, don't you?

Child: Yeah, Bonfire Night.

Man: Bonfire Night is the 5th November traditionally.

Man: Guy Fawkes Night.

Child: Guy Fawkes Night.

Man: Bonfire Night.

Child: Oh yeah, Bonfire Night.

Wang Fei: Bonfire Night, Guy Fawkes Night. X/&™MEATHWE? A4k /NI A IR A TF 0
Wg? A RN T H A

Rob: KZUf. I’'m Rob Carter.

Wang Fei: Rob, are Bonfire Night and Guy Fawkes Night the same thing?

Rob: Yes, they are. Bonfire Night is also called Guy Fawkes Night. Guy Fawkes is
the name of a man we remember on Bonfire Night. And Bonfire Night is

celebrated on 5" November and it's a traditional British festival.

Wang Fei: Bonfire Night &k 17, W Guy Fawkes Night. 29 [H[—ME4 75 H. So Rob,
it seems people are quite excited about this festival.

Rob: Yes they are. And from the name of this festival, Bonfire Night, you can
guess that there're some special activities like lighting bonfires, firework
displays and of course some nice food as well. So people get very excited.

Wang Fei: A8 AMTEX AT H &M 2aWe? EW R IH M5 20T, BATE S ZILA 8
bonfire #-k, firework display %k % .
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Insert
Child: We're going to a bonfire party.
Woman: And there'll be fireworks and a bonfire and a barbeque 1 think.

Child: We'll go to school and most schools are holding a firework night with loads of
fireworks and everything.

Man: 1 don't usually put the firework displays on myself, I'm not a connoisseur of
fireworks but I do enjoy the ones that explode in the sky — lovely!

Woman: | shall be going to the school as well with them, with the family and enjoying
the, all the screaming, and the oohs and aahs, you know.

Wang Fei:  BRAAX K, SENTTLLE IR 2 13 K2 FHE K& . But where do people
usually put on a firework display?

Rob: On Bonfire Night, there're many firework displays in parks and open spaces
across the country. You can just go and enjoy it with other people.
Actually, many people also put on firework displays in their own garden.

Wang Fei: Put on the fireworks JABUHAE. NITTEGE 782K BRSO AL, B 2 A T HL A KBS 1)
SRR

Rob: Yes. Let's hear from someone talking about her impression of a Bonfire Night
firework display. Please pay attention to phrases, panoramic view,

Wang Fei: 45,

Rob: All over the place,

Wang Fei:  Fb#l .,

Rob: And bang.

Wang Fei:  E KM,

Insert

My house is quite high up and if I open my curtains in the bedroom, | have a wonderful

panoramic view of the area and | can see all the different fireworks going up all over the

place and the bangs — my goodness — you think there's a bomb going off, don't you?!

Rob: So, what a vivid picture she has described for us. She's very lucky that she
can see a panoramic view of the area and see all different sorts of
fireworks going up all over the place on Bonfire Night.

Wang Fei:  Yes. il LG SIMERE 25, BAHET ERAS, SIS .

Rob: And the bang is like a bomb going off.
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Wang Fei:

BRI iR gl oA A

[Noise of the fireworks]

Wang Fei:

Rob:

Wang Fei:

Rob:

Wang Fei:

Rob:

Insert

But another question: why is Bonfire Night also called Guy Fawkes Night?

Well, this refers to the history. Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the Houses of
Parliament in 1605. However, his gunpowder plot was discovered and he
was executed by the King. So that's why people still burn a fake guy
resembling Guy Fawkes in their big bonfires.

Gunpowder Plot ‘K Z5[J]i. So in this way Guy Fawkes is a bad guy then.

It's hard to say. It's all about a historical religious dispute. Guy Fawkes was
Catholic, and he and his conspirators were trying to bring Catholicism back
to England.

So, is Bonfire Night still related to religion nowadays?

No, history is history. Nowadays most people celebrate it for fun. But you
can still hear about its origin in a traditional rhyme.

Child: Remember, remember the 5th of November, gunpowder, (treason) treason (and
plot) and plot.

Rob:
Wang Fei:
Rob:
Wang Fei:
Rob:
Wang Fei:
Rob:
Wang Fei:

Rob:

Wang Fei:

Rob:

5" November,
11/5%.
Gunpowder.
K&,
Treason.
Bk«

And plot.
A

These four keywords are about the history of Bonfire Night. And what are
the keywords for Bonfire Night now, Wang Fei?

Bonfire, firework display and bang.
That's right! 1 wish our listeners a happy Bonfire Night this year. And for

more On the Town programmes please check our website. It's
bbcukchina.com. Bye for now!
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Wang Fei: Bye.
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