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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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British jokes FHE%1E

(laughter)
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Insert

Hello, I'm Cathy from Jiangsu. | want to ask what is British humour like. Because
people sometimes laugh but | don't find anything funny. All I want to know is
how can | feel the language, laugh at jokes as other people do? Thank you.

Yang Li: When it comes to jokes | can think of no better person than my
colleague William Kremer. Hi Will.

William: Hi Li. Is that a joke? Are you joking?! Anyway, I'm sure Cathy is not
alone in not being able to understand English jokes because there
are so many other things that you need in order to find something
funny.
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William: Now, one traditional kind of British joke always starts with a man
talking to a doctor. Here's Richard:

Insert

Richard: “Doctor, doctor | feel like a pair of curtains” and the doctor says, “pull
yourself together”
Li: P-U-L-L?

Richard: Yes, yes, so “pull yourself together” means get yourself better - you know,
sort yourself out. But it also is what a pair of curtains does — so it's a
play on words

Yang Li: AR B AL, BEAE, B g wd, SRR TR FF a
pair of curtains. EEA R0, RAEE K, pull yourself together. X fiifi#b
b AE—1EXL SR play on words X1

William: Next you'll hear two jokes from our colleague Kaz.

EE::ukchirm.-:cm*u 1



Insert

A man walks into a bar.

Boiiing!

It was an iron bar.

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Insert

This is again a play on words. The word bar has two meanings, a
place where you drink, like a pub and a piece of metal.

Bar /2 i, BER/RNIE, hFoneksk, ST, BIEiRE, — M AR
WIE,  boiing AEAN ST, EEOMARHAS LA AT an iron bar.

Kaz's next joke is about fish.

Q: What do you call a fish with no eye?

A: Fsh

Yang Li:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:
William:

Yang Li:

Insert

Helen:
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AR FK ARSI CTEE R 20) el ik B B S At e [ g 2R 2. Wil

suppose | learn five hundred jokes by heart, would that enable me to
understand English jokes?

Well, you might learn something about British culture but I'm not
sure you will actually understand the jokes because humour is so
connected to things that are happening in the UK. And even if you do
understand the jokes, I'm not sure you'd actually find them funny.

T PRI Ay i B () e [T A LR BT DL A
British humour is partly banter, put-downs and insults.
e [ WA BRAR 2 #E HUEE SRk banter AliZ 5 put-downs and insults.

British humour is also characterised by irony and sarcasm which is
not always shared by other countries.

T Wy BRIE LA 5, YLK 44 irony and sarcasm.
What people find funny has a lot to do with their age as well.
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Helen ff14ct-4t, b4 )Loif3 ALk Little Britain $57455€ hilarious, ifi
WA 15h T they leave her cold.

I'd say it’'s more of an age group. My daughter finds shows like Little
Britain hilarious whereas they just leave me cold. It very much
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Man 1:

Man 2:

Man 1:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

(laughter)

depends, | think, on your age and your upbringing and what sort of
person you are.

English humour — it’s not about telling jokes. It’s about reactions and
comments to things that are happening round about.

I would love to be able to think of sort of a great one-liner — a witty
reaction. | think a lot of it is banter, a lot of it is put-downs and
insults — | think the British are very, very good at insulting each
other.

A lot of it is about sarcasm isn’t it? And maybe that’s one of the
features of British people — we tend to have a sense of irony and
sarcasm that isn’t shared by other countries — and that’s not good or
bad it’s just a fact of — characteristics of British people, perhaps.

So William, I'm not sure we've actually answered Cathy's question
yet! Is it possible to learn to find British jokes funny?

Well, I'm not sure it is, Li. | think you have to get really good at the
English language and you have to get to know British culture quite
well. But even if they do that, Chinese people don't always find
British sarcasm that funny!

Well to help you get really good at the English language, please log
onto our tailor-made website at www.bbcukchina.com for more
language tips.

Good luck. And goodbye.

Bye bye.
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