BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week #i&&

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT GIAREE:

THERIRXAZ ) FE H I PR fF o A SR W] REBCAT RIS gt 4o R Hhoxt 7% H Atk
H AR

Accident and Incident: FiaX 3l

Yang Li: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. IJEWM#], KFKIf.
Kate: Hello, I'm Kate.
Yang Li: PAVARELIZ P ) @k H B Zoe. Feih FEFE R T Wb 7E s~ mofF g g i) it

“E o &4 incident% accident EAIZENZE, HATEENTAIIE LATFAXHE P L 7

gg? ”
---Zoe, Kunming

Yang Li: Zoe wrote that she found the words accident and incident similar in
meaning and would like to know what the differences are. Can you help
Kate?

Kate: Sure, | can help with that. Well, obviously there are lots of different uses
for these words but | want to focus on the basic meanings for each and
their differences. I'll give lots of examples too of course!

Yang Li: Good. FATKHAE A 4IX A 1] R A VA AN X 0], B AR 240

Kate: Let’s start with the word accident. It is used to mean an unpleasant event

that happens unintentionally and causes damage. The word can apply to
an object or a person. A person involved in an accident could be injured or

even die.

Yang Li: WX R, BRSNS, MR, AR R AR, WAL
5.

Kate: We often hear stories relating to car accidents or traffic accidents.

Yang Li: Car accidents <451, traffic accidents 22l = if. EWTHIH]).

Insert
I can see why they are tightening the rules for driving as there are so many traffic
accidents nowadays.

Kate: It can be something major or minor.
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Yang Li: BERTHR R, aT D N B — M AETa R 1.
Insert
--What happened to your finger?

--Well, I had a slight accident at home and broke a glass. When | tried to pick up the
pieces | cut my finger, but it's not serious.

Kate: Here you could say that this man cut his finger accidentally, meaning by
mistake. In this sense accidentally means something bad or undesirable.

Yang Li: Accidentally J&#ilid], A,

Kate: However the word accident can also refer to an unplanned event that is a
good and positive thing.

Yang Li: Accident I F] DUFE A S, AR T AR5 il A AR 3R 58 4ot DR D Al i T
(K 44 E e e 2R T ELgE

Insert

--He was over the moon at winning the speech competition, wasn’t he?
--Yes, it was a bit of an accident because the other competitors both pulled out at the

last minute!
Kate: Here is a common phrase to learn: by accident, which means by chance.
Yang Li: ALY T, (AR
Kate: A lot of our users told us that they found the bbcukchina.com website by
accident!
Yang Li: And of course, they lived happily ever after!
Sting
Yang Li: HIFRATYE T accident XML, T IFRAN 2B UH# incident.
Kate: The word incident simply refers to something that happened — an

occurrence either big or small, which was not necessarily good or bad.

Yang Li: Incident Jj2 443, SR )RS KA S B occurrence AN g f, A
W BETLLR /NG, WA DO E R g,

Kate: For example: 2010 World Cup passed without incident.

Yang Li: XA R R M e BT, & SUR BRSO R T

Kate: It can also refer to an occurrence or event that interrupts normal

procedure or precipitates a crisis. For example, we might talk about ‘an
international incident’.

Page 2 of 3
bbcukchina.com



Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Kate:

Yang Li:

Both:

Incident 1 n] LLFEILEL IEHAL SRR P 10 BT rTRE S A SE ML S0t o Ll [l sk
(RN ICIE

An error in the translation nearly caused a diplomatic incident
That's a very good example #1% Ei— MR % g | R —5 b8 it
It’s not easy to be a good translator!

No, not at all. Let’s look at the third use of the word incident.

Well we use the adjective and adverb form of the word incident a lot. They
are incidental and incidentally.

KE— g BERIX AN, B2 2 incidental, &2 accidentally.

For example, someone was giving a speech about the environment but
towards the end he made an incidental remark about a museum he visited
in London.

Incidental remark. By (HEE] T il 2 AT 11

Now we’ve talked about the expression by accident but it should be noted
that we can’t say by incident. We do however often say incidentally. Oh,
incidentally Li, did you know that there is a really good exhibition on at the

British Museum at the moment?

Aren’t you smart Kate? You’ve just used the word incidentally in a very
natural way. Incidentally #t 2 —5].

And incidentally, my sister is also called Zoe!
Is that so? OK Zoe, | mean Zoe from China, | hope that we have helped
you with your question and you’re no longer confused between the words

accident and incident.

And remember, if you have a question do drop us an email to

guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Thanks for listening and see you next time.

Bye
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