BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week RF&E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT GIAREE:

THERIRXAZ ) FE H I PR fF o A SR W] REBCAT RIS gt 4o R Hhoxt 7% H Atk
H AR

To and For BEAMMMHA KX 5

Wang Fei: Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. /&1 K.
William: Hello, I'm William.

Wang Fei: A4 KA EUZ T A to Al for. XA AR BN L, FR AT I sk
HMERX 7y o FRATISERWT— R il

Insert

Hello. My name is Supermother. | want to ask the difference between 'to’ and 'for'.
For example: Water is important to us. Water is important for China.

I want to know what the difference is between the two sentences. Thank you.

Wang Fei: MW A4 51 Supermother.
William: It's a funny name but maybe she really is a supermother.

Wang Fei:  Probably she is. #A1HIUr A Supermother E%15E /i to F1 for & F M)+
PRI . Water is important to us. Water is important for China. William,
they are both correct sentences, aren't they?

William: Yes, they are both grammatically correct.
Wang Fei: But there is a difference then?
William: Well yes, but it's difficult to explain. If we put the two sentences into

different contexts, you will see the difference more easily.

Wang Fei: Context ifi5i. [N, REHXAA)TREAR LR 30, sianiE e A
7.

William: Imagine a little boy is running the tap and his mum says to him "Turn the
tap off. Water is important to us.’

Wang Fei:  7ERXMEIT, /DNEFIRBEKPINE, S ¢ bk k. Water is important to
us.'

William: Now imagine a classroom. A science teacher is talking about the natural

resources of the earth and he says '70% of the Earth's surface is covered
by water and water is very important for China and for the world.’
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Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

Insert

TEIRXAGOUR, 2RI 5= < M EKEL 1 70% 4 /KE i, ‘water is important for
China and for the world.'

When the boy's mother says "Water is important to us’ that is a personal
opinion, a subjective opinion. But when the teacher says '"Water is
important for China' that's more like a fact; it's much more objective.

THIA T . Tous & FrLE I AV B F R4 %K), IREMAIHEZ. M for us MIEX
HE LSRR, ZOURIES . AR EZ K61

A: What about buying some nice ice cream for dinner?

B: Yes. That sounds like a great idea to me.

C: No. Too much ice cream is bad for your health. We should have some proper food.

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

It sounds like a good idea to me. Here again, 'to’ is very personal, it's
subjective.

It sounds like a good idea to me, & utiG AWM, SUiiE ARz A XK.

Too much ice cream is bad for your health. Here 'for’' is indicates a fact. It's
quite objective.

Too much ice cream is bad for your health. 7 K2 UKisE G AL, —DH
52, WA, BTLAEH for.

Ok, are those the only examples we're going to look at today?

No, no! I still have one more question for you. Here, why don't we say |
have one more question to you? Are they both correct?

This is also about 'to’ and 'for'. But in this context, 'l have one question to
you' is wrong.

Why? BATFR AW ' wrote a letter to you.' 'He gave that book to me'?

'For' here indicates the final intended recipient of something and perhaps
suggests the purpose for doing something. So 'l have a question for you';
here, you are asking me this question because you want me to answer it.
However, 'to' doesn't have exactly that meaning. 'To' only indicates an
action of passing something from a giver to a receiver.

FHIF T . For M to BAREAT bk, (HZ for s247Fh HAORE E R, 52T
HHZHAM), B R EAA AR . (R ot SR, PR R — MR
U (SUNES

Let's hear some more examples.
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Insert

A: Today is Mary's birthday. I've prepared a small gift for her.
B: I've also got a birthday card for her. What time are we going to give the gifts to her?

William:
Wang Fei:

William:
Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

(BIB|C

R (AT
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These examples show us why having these different words to and for is
sometimes quite useful — but | know it can be quite confusing too.

That's right. And there are many other usages of 'to' and 'for' that are
difficult to me.

Ah, you mean ‘difficult FOR me' Wang Fei!!
Sorry, it should be it's difficult FOR me! Yes.

Unfortunately, we can't discuss all of those tricky examples because this
will be a very long programme for our listeners.

A, WAL Aid to” A fort IIIESAERZ T, FATIF— RIS, Wk
PRAEJUE A R T, /RS to A1 for MIATERLS THREEZS T

Yes. And remember we are always here for you. If there is anything you're
not clear about just write to us. Bye for now!

Bye.
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