BBC Learning English — On The Town #FH#%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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And I'm Rob Carter.

Hold on a minute, Wang Fei. That piece of music is so familiar... What is it?
I can't quiet remember.

I'll give you a clue.

Oh yes! A History of the World in 100 Objects, a very popular radio
programme on BBC Radio 4. But are you stealing its music Wang Fei?

No. I'm not stealing its music. | just want to introduce this programme to
our listeners. 4 REA TR — i —F 9 E AN EZ Wi #75H, BBC Radio 4 1)
a History of the World in 100 Objects, &l 10014 KT Y1 iR fl ok i 1
SIS, I H i KRS T 1 K Neil MacGregor Kk H ik .

It's innovative, isn't it?

sz H B, very innovative.

Yes definitely, let's hear from Neil MacGregor and find out how he will tell
the stories and what objects they will choose.

In these programmes, | am travelling back in time and across the globe to see how we
humans over two million years have shaped our world and been shaped by it. And I am
going to tell this story exclusively through the things that humans have made. I've
chosen just 100 objects from different points of our journey, from a cooking pot to a
golden galleon, from a Stone Age tool to a credit card. And in each programme, | am
going to be talking about one object from the British Museum's collection.

Rob:

Neil said he is going to tell these stories exclusively through things that
humans have made.
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From a cooking pot to a golden galleon, from a Stone Age tool to a credit
card.

M—A cooking pot it FH P HE, #—~golden galleon 4 A IMLNALRL, M—
> Stone Age tool fi#s XK TR, #| credit card FH~. H2LHAM.

But the most difficult thing might be which objects to actually choose,
especially for the last object, the 100" object, which will be a symbol of

21st century life.

Xt L0022 LIAL Y, AR R U S B F WP E ) Al R AR 21 1 20 AR
LI s ?

Wang Fei, the British Museum shortlisted five objects chosen from a public
survey.

What are they?

The first one is a Chelsea football shirt.
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a mobile phone

FHLo

a solar powered lamp
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an Antarctic suit
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and a mortar and pestle.
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Which one would you choose Wang Fei?

I think I would probably choose the mobile phone.
Good Choice, well, Neil MacGregor unveiled the 100" object last week. Let's

listen to a BBC journalist interviewing him and see if you can hear why he
chooses it.
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Neil MacGregor: It is the solar powered lamp with charger.

Journalist: But complicating it, there is a mobile phone in there too.

Neil MacGregor:There is a mobile phone inside it because in a way we wanted to cheat.
And we wanted - you will not be surprised — we wanted to have the solar power for the
lamp, which we're going to talk about in a moment, but also the charger that gives
mobile phones to the world. What the solar power does is give a whole range of people
power over their lives. In a way that the tool gave us all power over our lives two million

years ago.
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So the answer is ...
A solar powered lamp with charger XBHAEKT F 78 HLA% .

Many people might have chosen the mobile phone which is very important,
but without power it can't work.

Yes, so the charger can charge the lamp and the mobile phone with solar
energy.

And more importantly solar energy is clean and sustainable. Our ancestors
used tools to get extra power and now in the 21° century humans are still
trying to use natural solar energy to get power around the world. It's a
very good choice, isn't it?

BATAL S 2 2 TR RS T ARG &, fE2athal, ANFEES i
KPBHBEVE ) — P EdE I TR, BTN AR Bk b, K94 1r 1 $ T solar
powered lamp £} E10014F) 5, AR 21IHA M AL KIE .

Yes. | hope you like the programme a History of the World in 100 Objects,
that 1 recommended. And you've enjoyed our programme and there are a
lot more On the Town programmes to enjoy on our website. You can find it
at www.bbcukchina.com. Bye bye for now!

Bye.
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