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Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
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Does your local town have a nickname? If so, what does it say about the area and
the people who live there?

Many cities are recognised across the world by their unofficial titles. New York is the
Big Apple, London is the Big Smoke, and Los Angeles is famously called La La Land.

Now Britain's national mapping agency, Ordnance Survey, and the British
linguistics charity, the English Project, are launching an interactive project to
uncover the pet names people use for local places.

The initiative, which launched last week to coincide with English Language Day, is
called Location Lingo. It aims to identify the names people use every day, whether
it's a term of endearment or a hate name.

The University of Winchester's Professor Bill Lucas is a patron of the English Project.
He explains that unofficial place names often show what people think about a place.

"The name that people conjure up or create for a place forms an emotional
connection," he says.

"So Basingstoke becomes Amazingstoke, Swindon is known as Swindump and
Padstow, hometown of chef Rick Stein, is nicknamed Padstein."

Basingstoke is a town in central England. The local nickname, Amazingstoke, shows
the affection that locals seem to have for the area.

Swindon, on the other hand, is sometimes called Swindump, showing that some
people think it's a dump. Stanford Le Hope in Essex is called Stanford No Hope by
locals. And Padstow in Cornwall is so closely associated with the local celebrity Rick
Stein that it's become known as Padstein.

Since launching the online database last week, the creators have already received
3,000 alternative titles for places and landmarks.

Some also claim that the project could even have a practical use. Glen Hart, Ordnance
Survey's head of research, says the information could be very helpful to the
emergency services, for example. "By having the most complete set of nicknames
we could help the emergency services quickly locate the right place, and maybe even
save lives," he says.
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1. Reading Quiz [7i%

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

AT AP A R 2R A) 2R ? TH R IER A .

1. Ordnance Survey makes maps in the UK.

True / False

2. Nicknames are always negative.
True / False

3. Bill Lucas is the head of the English Project.

True / False

4. According to its nickname, people really like Swindon.

True/ False

5. The project organisers do not think it will be helpful to the police.

True / False
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2 Nicknames Quiz 2iEjiji

2a. Do you know these cities? Think about their reputations and the sounds
of their names and try to match each city with its nickname.

PREVE T HX LTI ? MR eEMNAFEMEMNRERF AR, RELEXERHA SN

SRR

1) Tinseltown

2) Frisco

3) Paris of the South
4) The Eternal City
5) Auld Reekie

6) Sin City

7) The Windy City

8) Brizzle

a) Rome

b) Chicago

c) Bristol

d) Edinburgh

e) San Francisco
f) Hollywood

g) Las Vegas

h) Buenos Aires

2b. Now try to match these common English first names to the nicknames

DLAETE R TR L0 B W 5 B 42 - A A AT ) 4 5 e 5

1) Bill

2) Chuck
3) Ted
4) Jim
5) Dick
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a) Edward
b) Richard
c) William
d) Charles
e) James



3. Jumbled Sentences I ELIRFHA]F

Without looking back at the article, put the words in the right order to make
the sentences correct.

BIREABKF RO TR FAEITE T RPa) TN, EHE HIEHKER.

1. recognised nicknames across are the their world by cities many

2. is Los famously Land La La Angeles called

3. nickname affection the for locals' Basingstoke's area shows the

4. a Swindon dump think is people some

5. the received database's alternative creators have names 3,000

6. could services emergency information helpful the the be to
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4. Wordsearch BiAiE &

Try to find the words from the article in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (i) or diagonally (m)(&).

TEE T K FRWR T, R SARRICE RFIZETERIFAR.
HEL1048E, R0 A RELUKCFH (9) BER (1) XA KIM)(&) BAHER.
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nickname lingo dump landmark patron

pet name database conjure up initiative
coincide
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Answers X

1. Readin uiz 7R

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

UTAFHALL?HORR? FH B ERER.
1. Ordnance Survey makes maps in the UK. True

2. Nicknames are always negative. False

3. Bill Lucas is the head of the English Project.
False

4. According to its nickname, people really like
living in Swindon. False

5. The project will not be helpful to the police.
False

2. Jumbled sentences L i7]

Put the words in the right order to make the
sentences correct.

ERTIRTFHRAERHS, AR NERNT
7

1. Many cities across the world are recognised by
their nicknames

2. Los Angeles is famously called La La Land

3. Basingstoke's nickname shows the locals'
affection for the area

4. Some people think Swindon is a dump

5. The database's creators have received 3,000
alternative names

6. The information could be helpful to the
emergency services
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2. Nicknames Quiz

2a.

1)f
2) e
3)h
4) a
5)d
6)g
7)b
8)c

2b.

1)c
2)d
3)a
4) e
5)b

4. Wordsearch BiE#ZR




