BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week &%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Homophones [[{%id

Yang Li: R, MR AT (R 3B 5 H, REH .
Natalie: And my name is Natalie.
Yang Li: AR )RR BN Ben. A7y B A TREVHFE — N Jeifi i [ 2 an], oAt i P4~ 3l

MPtEAE, HEEARMEZ KT —B—F. tkwy pair P.ALR fl pear
P.E.A.R. Is there a name for these types of words, Natalie?

Natalie: Yes Li, these words are called homophones.
Yang Li: But how can we distinguish between these words?
Natalie: Well there's not exactly a rule, you just have to learn the different words

and the contexts that they're used in.
Yang Li: So it is all about practice!

Natalie: Yes as always, it is all about practice! Now let's listen to Dan. See how
many different homophones you can hear.

Example

I hate the weather in Britain! You don't know what to wear! You never know whether to
bring a coat or your sunglasses.

One minute the sun is shining, the next it starts to rain! I wonder where the rain comes
from sometimes!

Yang Li: I agree the weather is very unpredictable in the UK!

Natalie: Ah yes the infamous British weather. So did you hear the different
homophones? How many did you get?

Yang Li: BB T B4l R, S — X & weather W.E.A.T.H.E.R &4 whether
W.H.E.T.H.E.R.
Example

I hate the weather in Britain! You never know whether to bring a coat or you sunglasses.
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Natalie:

Example

Did you also hear wear W.E.A.R and where W.H.E.R.E?

You don't know what to wear!

I wonder where the rain comes from sometimes!

Natalie:

Yang Li:
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Yang Li:

Natalie:
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Yang Li:

Natalie:

Homophones are important in written English and are also something that
native English speakers learn at school. Often we have difficulty deciding
which word to use as well!

BRRFEAMBNH KA DT, B Natalie #ihiEseE A B A R 46,
B LA

An important thing to point out about homophones in spoken English is
that they can differ between accents.

Hmmm...that's a good point. FFEULH]H/E Homophones Hll# Al Az —[H],

For example I speak in a Northern Irish accent, and in my accent the words
pull P.U.L.L. and pool P.0.0.L are homophones, but in an English accent
these words are not homophones.

Natalie kil & % /K 2% 3, it d At AT 8 7 48 R0 K th 3 5 AN ] S VRAE — S o fr 42
pull P.U.L.L. mi/Kith/E pool P.O.O.L., thmhe x5 /K2 Ak pull 1 pool
A [F) ], (ESE X RS 2 AR AN & . 15 Natalie 1 Dan k&4 H4 AR

pull and pool
pull and pool

Wrih R T2  Natalie EBLIXPANR IR EA T A, HiE Dan 15 AL
AR A RS, BT

pull and pool
pull and pool

FH G SR A 5 () B el T IR 220G T8, P an ot = mg y Ridb Ty, e 22 R0 52 /R 22 B 5
B 22 B M S HRN E), RIEAT &% H I 11% . By the way Natalie, what's the
difference between a homophone and a homonym? Because they are very
confusing.

Yeah that's a really good point Li. A homonym refers to a word that has

two meanings but the word is spelt the same. For example the word ruler
R.U.L.E.R.
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Right; Natalie # homonym =0t &85 A2 EA R IEE R R,
Wt ruler, IEXAMALEICE PRI RIFE R, BRI, HIRgH#E, #52 ruler.

And quite often homonyms are used in jokes!
SE,  NATHE S E s 22 A [R)E 5 =007 homonyms!
As they allow a play on words.

A play on words #iAGEA MG A R—FEBULSCEAR.  Have you got a joke
Natalie?

Actually I do! OK. So why did the King draw straight lines?
I don't know.
Because he was the ruler! Get it? Ruler... ruler...?

Yeah, but that wasn't really funny... & &iEIRIEEATHI UL KK & — FIE.
www.bbcukchina.com I 8L v] J& 1 4 i A1 B HER K S ok il ur MR 4! And T

promise Natalie doesn't have any more jokes on the website!
Li what about this one...
Better go, bye!

No honestly Li this joke's really good... come back!
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