BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week &%

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Everyday Sounds BEAHEEDS

FX of everyday sounds.

William: Are those familiar sounds to you?

Yang Li: IS A2 AR A ) P e 2

William: Are you able to describe them in English?
Yang Li: A JETE R 253X L P iy 2

William: No? Then stay tuned.

Hi, I'm William Kremer.
Yang Li: RFEWFBRMHF, AR CORIIFED 15 H R R BUESC IR 2% 1) i
Insert

I find it difficult to describe everyday sounds in English. Maybe you could introduce some
vocabulary? Thanks.

William: Well, this really is an excellent question for a radio programme, isn't it Li?
Yang Li: Yes, it is. Let's open our old friend, the BBC FX cupboard.

FX - a storm mix

Insert

At first there was deathly silence. Suddenly, this was broken by a rumble of thunder in

the distance. Soon the wind was whistling through the trees and we could hear the waves
crashing on the beach. The storm had begun.

Yang Li: That's a short passage read by Mark.

William: Try to learn these descriptive expressions: a rumble of thunder
Yang Li: IR

William: The wind whistling through the trees.
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Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:
Insert

At first there

DTG P AR e 5 S R 7
Waves crashing on the beach.

FERIA TR S A N R . Let's listen to the description again.

was deathly silence. Suddenly, this was broken by a rumble of thunder in

the distance. Soon the wind was whistling through the trees and we could hear the waves
crashing on the beach. The storm had begun.

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:

William:

FX of aircraft

William:

Now William, you were camping at the weekend, so why don't you try to
describe your experience for us and I'll try to match your description with
some sound effects?

OK Li. I went camping with my family at the weekend. We put up our tent
in a lovely spot beside a babbling brook. The birds were singing and it felt
wonderful to be so far from the noisy traffic of the city. The weather wasn't
brilliant on Sunday but it was actually quite cosy sitting inside our tent,
listening to the rumble of rain on the roof. When it eventually stopped
there was dead silence all around us. In the evenings we sat around a
campfire, cooking sausages. As we sat under the stars, we could hear the
crackling of the flames and the sizzling of the sausages.

Wow thank you William, that's a lovely description and you have managed
to create a mental picture for the listeners. Can we have a recap of those
expressions you used again?

Sure. First I said that we put up our tent in a lovely spot beside a babbling
brook, or stream.

A babbling brook J#JzZ 1) /NZ .

The birds were singing...

It was cosy listening to the rumble of rain on the roof of the tent.
Rumble of rain.

The campfire crackled and the sausages sizzled!

ORI WA ), 505 5 PR i AT W

Now listen to a few more examples of everyday sounds and the description
of these sounds.

Ear-splitting noise of three military aircraft.
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Yang Li: KL ELR SRR

William: You can also say a deafening noise to describe something really loud.

Yang Li: That's right, deafening /&= HAE M

FX of traffic

William: Constant roaring noise of traffic.

Yang Li: 22N IR AT T

FX of laughter

William: Hysterical laughter.

Yang Li: OIS S, JER,

William: Well we've shown you some basic sounds in everyday life and some of the
descriptive words associated with those sounds.

Yang Li: I hope that helps a bit with Zhu Yawen's question and that you've enjoyed
the programme.

William: Well if you have enjoyed the programme, why not send us a question by
dropping us an email to guestions.elt@bbc.co.uk.

Yang Li: R E W, N H

William: Bye bye.
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