BBC Learning English — On the Town #H#H®

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Sound Installation FEHEE

Finn: Close your eyes, and listen...
Sun Chen: It sounds like you are in China...
Finn: But all these sounds are in fact from a sound installation in London.

Sun Chen:  FAEX P B A ERH A E3E a sound installation XA/ 5% B HUE IS
ARG A 55 T 0 — AN KT LT o IR T Bt e 9 [ PRATE F B S PR R 2R3 B0 R — T
7. MXIESN Y China Now.

Finn: Welcome to On the Town, from BBC Learning English. I'm Finn.

Sun Chen: And I'm Sun Chen.

Insert

My name is Matthias; I'm an artist working mainly with sound. I'm particularly interested
in soundscapes and city sounds.

Finn: That was Matthias Kispert.

Sun Chen: Matthias # % '] $1 573X AN e B R 1k AT 32 o (1 25K 57 o B s o 6 22 552 75 )
Matthias % At () T AF w2 40 BF K B W A2 05 1 5 w5 0 s 21 5 g X2 &
soundscapes 7 i X 5t .

Finn: Yes you might know the word landscapes.

Sun Chen: /KX 5.

Finn: Well these are like landscapes, but they're for your ears, not for your eyes.
They're landscapes made of sound. Let's take a walk around.

Insert

So what we hear for example are sounds of markets in China, that then sometimes
contrasts with more modern shopping centres and the soundscapes we experience there.

Finn: We hear sounds of the traditional market contrasting with sounds from
shopping centres.

bbcukchina.com



Sun Chen: 1173 ma ) A0 5 i R Bl
Insert

There are things like restaurants; restaurants play a big part in the social life over there
in China.

Finn: Sounds of restaurants.
Sun Chen: %1,
Insert

People working, you know; we have sounds of factories, sounds of construction,
construction is happening loads obviously.

Finn: Factories.

Sun Chen: TI) .

Finn: Construction.

Sun Chen:  # Tih.

Insert

Sounds of different forms of communication, you know; communication via the
computer, via chat, people on the phone.

Finn: And communication.

Sun Chen:  AfITZ [ AH 40 .

Finn: So, in other words, lots of different everyday sounds from modern Chinese
cities. The question is — why put them together into this sound installation?

Sun Chen:  ATi&4 [ Matthias 1) £ 7 A4 EHEIX LS 2] S5 1A Al [m] 2 3
MR, -2 TR A— A HIAZR TR incidental R0, AL,

Insert
The idea comes from the incidental character of urban soundscapes. You know, people
living together and the sort of social aspect of the soundscape means that there's a lot of

sound happening all around us, and it tells us a lot about how people live together but at
the same time it's a thing that just sort of happens, that is very incidental, you know.

Sun Chen: OK IXEEEAMHGEALZERA N incidental &F K FHSEAE AT AT Fa 1)
Finn: Yes, and he said that these incidental sounds tell us a lot about the way

people live together, although we might not normally notice them. He says
these sounds "just sort of happen".
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They just sort of happen XLErmE HHEAF P RAL KA. AR ERNTH & 4E
I35y o MARIX B O A4 6] 3 B8 75 I [ A 2 JE PEAR B B the social
aspects.

And Matthias thinks that these different urban sounds help reflect the
social and economic changes that China is going through at the moment.

They reflect W | the social and economic changes L& L5 A H 7 244 h
AR . BEAE K 22 1 D R AR v [ ke R N, R 50T 2 75 i gkt e 8 74 1 X
LR RN A B AL AR 25 T AR R v 1R T R 2R

And that's about all we have time for in this edition of On the Town, join us

again next time to learn about interesting events and places in Britain,
while practising your English.

WRARISRE R FWIT AT H, 98 TERAIFM L www.bbcukchina.com.

That's www.bbcukchina.com. Bye for now.

Bye.
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