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Foreigners' English EE A& RFHNE A KIFETE?

Insert

Hello BBC Learning English listeners! I am Alba and I'm from Spain.

Hello BBC Learning English listeners! I'm Remi. I'm from France.

Hello! I'm Salimata. I'm from Senegal.

Hello! A 547, I'm Tomasz - and I'm Bartosz. We're twins and we're from Poland.
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And I am Wang Fei and I'm from China.

And I'm Natalie. I'm from Northern Ireland.

XM BBC Learning English (1% [ ) 245 H .

I'm glad to hear lots of people saying hello to our listeners at the
start of the programme.

Yes. They're from all over the world and today's question is about
foreigners' spoken English.

Yes today's question is from Audrey in Chongging. She wants to
know what British people think when foreigners' spoken English is
not as good as theirs.

K EERN Audrey AHJ1E 9L [E S Wi G R AME N 9EE 115 ? So Natalie,
you are British. So what do you think?

I think it depends on each person you meet. Some people are very
good at speaking English and some other people can be harder to
understand.
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Matt: | think in general it is very impressive and very good, because not many
people in England speak a second language. So English people are always very
happy when other people have learnt their language.

Liz: Generally it is very well spoken. You can normally tell when English is their
second language because they speak in a very formal way.
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Matt said in general, people in Britain think it is very impressive
when foreigners speak English.

Impressive E1% 4. In general, it's impressive ik FEI% A4, He
also said not many English people speak a second language. Natalie,
is that true?

Yes, this is probably true. According to one government statistic from
2008, about 60% of young British people can't speak a second
language. So they're always happy when other people have learnt
English.
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Liz said she has found that most people who have English as their
second language usually speak in a very formal way.

In a very formal way #2645 IE 2.

I agree with Liz. I've also noticed that when some foreigners speak
English they tend to use very formal words even in daily conversation.
Why do you think that is, Wang Fei?

I think it's because foreigners, like me, learnt very formal English at
school. BIABAIEZR A LA i Se i #REL RS, Py AR R T AT 9578
WA IERX T .

I see. Well | would suggest our listeners to study more colloquial
English while they're studying formal written English.
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Yes, this is probably a typical problem for people learning English. To
help highlight some common problems in learning spoken English, we
interviewed one experienced English teacher, Jim Ritch, who is a
freelance teacher from Cactus Worldwide.

AT 0T Uik Jim Ritch {9y, b3 Cactus [EHi% e IR
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The way we write and the way we speak is fundamentally different. And we write
using words, but when we speak, we speak using syllables that are joined together
in a row. For example, if I said "What do you think?" if you know the language, you
hear: what/ do/ you/ think. You hear four words but actually if you listen to me as
a sound, "What do you think™ could just be one long word that's all rolled together
and that's the way that we speak.

Natalie: Jim pointed out a very interesting difference between written English
and spoken English. He says we write English in words, but quite
often when we speak, all the words are joined together.

Wang Fei:  Jim BEASMEA iE AR, KOS ERATE S8 BIHRE — > — i S ok,
HOR RS IR, SEbr_EAR 2 IR A O E AT I AR — A4
.

Natalie: The words are all rolled together.
Wang Fei: Roll together k.

Natalie: In Jim's example, he said British people will probably say "Wha-do-
ya-think?" instead of "What/do/you/think?"

Wang Fei: So Natalie, actually the difference is very slight.

Natalie: Yes. But it's enough to make a foreigner's English and a native
speaker's English sound different.

Wang Fei: 21, AL Jim 8. G A M A0 a7 35 BhAh B3 ar el 1.
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The problem with that is that most of us learn languages through writing. You learn
what the English words are and the letters from a book and then you learn to
speak from the book. If you're speaking a second language, when you're speaking
English as a learner, if you are speaking it you're probably seeing the word in your
head when you speak it. Except if it is your first language, if you are Chinese, or
Spanish or English, you don't see the word.

Natalie: Jim says that when people are learning English they quite often study
written and spoken English from the same book. So when they're
speaking English, they always see the words in their brain. Do you
think this is true Wang Fei?

Wang Fei: Yes, this is absolutely true. When | speak English, | sometimes see
the words in my mind. Then I read them.

Natalie: So your spoken English largely depends on your written English. But
this is not the same for native speakers, which is the big difference
between a native speaker and a second language speaker.
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TWBET, RETRINTRACHRE, FUE S KRR & A A1
H1iE. So today, Natalie, | finally find out the reason why my
spoken English is not as fluent and natural as the native speakers.

Wang Fei, don't be too critical of yourself. Actually, British people are
quite tolerant of foreigners' English. Let's hear from Dr John O'Regan,
who is a lecturer in the Institute of Education at University of London,
He will explain what the most important thing is when speaking
English as your second language.

LI AT I ARV R AAR BOR S A A Be 0 %I John O'Regan 1
oo AR VR RGN E S N e A A2

I think the most important thing when you're speaking English, whether you are
speaking with native speakers or whether you are speaking with other non-native
speakers, is comprehensibility. Being understood, making your message clear.
We're very experienced at listening to people with many different accents. So |
think there is a lot of tolerance out there. If you are visiting Britain, if you are
going to come to Britain or you are going to be speaking to native speakers
somewhere, then | think, again, you just have to make sure what you're trying to
say, you don't have to rush; you just try and say it in your own time.
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Dr John O'Regan believes comprehensibility is the most important
thing when you're speaking English as your second language. You
must try to make yourself understood.

Comprehensibility HEfgME . FRUCTETE TG, KM EE b 0\ BEAE A 2 i
I

Dr John O'Regan also says British people are very experienced at
listening to people with a different accent. We're very tolerant. So
there is no need to feel nervous when you're speaking English to
native English speakers.

X, AR NS AR L5 (i AR NAS B0 T, B AT AR E DT A
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I hope we've answered our listener's question, Wang Fei.
I hope so. In fact, I've also learned a lot from today's programme. 7y
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4, Bye for now.

Bye bye.
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