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Cosmetic Surgery EAFEAR

William:

Yang Li:

Insert

Hi everyone, welcome to Ask About Britain. I'm William Kremer.
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Hello, my name is Cui Yunfan. | am student from Chengdu, China. | love your
programme very much; Ask About Britain is an amazing programme for people
going to the United Kingdom. My question is related to plastic surgery. You know,
plastic surgery is becoming more and more popular in Asia. I want to know: what
is British people's attitude towards plastic surgery. Thank you very much.

William:
Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:
William:
Yang Li:
William:

It's a good question for debate but | think we have to make sure that
people understand the difference between plastic surgery and
cosmetic surgery.

That's a good point. Plastic surgery Z#J/EF K. Cosmetic surgery /&
ERFA. | always thought that they were interchangeable. Are they
or are they not?

Well, strictly speaking they're not, no. Plastic surgery is when
someone changes the way they look through surgery. That might be
because of a fault in your body or an injury; in short, something
that's medically necessary. Alternatively, it might be that someone
doesn't have anything wrong with them but wants to try and look
even better. Now we call that second kind of plastic surgery cosmetic
surgery.

| see; that's very clear now. Plastic surgery i &l id /MR AR Sk 28 b
P, XATREE T A R E e . PR TPl #h T B, I
PRI Z AR IE B S TR . B — Pt — N AR B,
2R T ik S AR RS AL B A B H i 2547 F R #EJE, Xl cosmetic
surgery £&% . EAEFAR. KM EIMEHEEF R RHK-—F.

But having said all that a lot of people do use these terms, as you
said, interchangeably.

Interchangeably 5.

Now back to Yunfan's question. What do people in Britain think of
cosmetic surgery? We've spoken to lots of people. Can you identify
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whether a speaker sounds positive, negative or neutral on cosmetic
surgery?

Yang Li: Positive IE[If), negative filfiffe# &R, neutral.
Insert

I think that if it's something that you really want to do, then do it. As long as
you've thought hard about it and | think that for some people it can make a big
difference to their life.

I think it's terribly self-indulgent and it's the sort of thing that people can do if they
can afford to do it. And well, | would find it really difficult, even if 1 was really
wanting plastic surgery, the pain side of it would be what would put me off because
I just think that's a horrible side of it and it's not something I would elect myself to
go through.

William: That was Becky and Deborah. They seem to have slightly different
views. Becky said, if it's something that you really want to do, then
do it.

Yang Li: T SR ECAT OISR 22 A0

William: She is expressing a neutral point of view here. Whereas Deborah is

pretty negative about it; she said that it's terribly self-indulgent.

Yang Li: Terribly self-indulgent i H &I T o

William: She also said that the pain side of things would put her off.

Yang Li: FARIPEIE RS IR, F1HIX—&kH to put somebody off.
William: She concluded by saying that it is not something that she would elect

to go through herself. In other words she wouldn't choose to do it.
Yang Li: Next | spoke to Helen and Jo.
Insert

I think it's up to the individual really. I don't have a particular problem with people
who want to do that. | think there's normally a reason why, it's normally not really
about the way you look it's about the way you feel about yourself, 1 guess.

I suppose I'm a bit different. | think that, you know, whilst what my friend said is,
it is about, you know, it's up to an individual to a point, the fact would be, that I
could do other things rather than pay money to have plastic surgery. For example,
rather than have a gastric band put in you, you could actually go out and run every
day or something, and not eat so much food. So, | think, you know, it's an
individual choice but one that 1 wouldn't want to do.

William: Helen is open-minded because she said it's up to the individual
really.

L%,
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Yang Li: It's up to the individual B AMPE . XREMEAHPRE.
tean, PAAILE M RIS 2 TG 5 )2 It's up to you iR E N

William: Shall we move on? Listen to this next couple and see if you can
identify where they stand on plastic surgery.

Insert

I think plastic surgery is not very good. | think some people need it for reasons
such as, | don't know, burns victims, and people like that. But generally, just for
pure cosmetic reasons, | don't think it's very good. | think people get out of hand
and get carried away with it and then get obsessed with it and where do you stop?
People should just be who they are and be natural.

For plastic surgery, | think the debate really is a moral one. | think for medical
reasons I'm for it but for purely cosmetic reasons I'm against it. People have a
choice, but I think it goes down the moral line.

William: The lady is pretty negative about plastic surgery particularly when
it's just for pure cosmetic reasons.

Yang Li: AR N T 225 TR for pure cosmetic reasons. Wik % 51 T — Sy fE
[f)f& % potential dangers.

William: People can get out of hand and get carried away and people can get
obsessed.

Yang Li: KT get out of hand =iffiid 73k get carried away % T to get

obsessed. So her idea is that people should be where they are and

William: The man has a different view. He said that for medical reasons he is
for plastic surgery but for purely cosmetic reasons he thinks it's
morally wrong. He said it goes down the moral line.

Yang Li: XA b E R R A R R HRAH T for FoR3CRE, M against ERx
Xfo SO ARE I SER TR, BOAIE & SOERER) it's morally wrong.

William: So having listened to so many people | wonder what your views on
cosmetic surgery are Li. Are you for it or are you against it?

Yang Li: Well, I've seen some amazing examples, I mean successful ones. |
am very positive about it | must say because | think it is human
nature to want to appear attractive and pretty, so why not? So I'm
positive. What do you think?

William: Well | totally disagree with you actually Li, I'll have to say, yeah. |
think it's really sad that people feel they need to undergo surgery so
that they can look more like, you know, pretty women in magazines
or whatever. So I'm against it really. Obviously plastic surgery for
medical reasons | have different feelings about that. But I'm against
cosmetic surgery.

LS,
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Yang Li: Mmm...

William: Anyway | hope we have helped Cui Yunfan with some answers to his
question about plastic surgery.

Yang Li: I hope that this programme has been both informative and enjoyable.
Finally, if you have any questions just drop us an email at
chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye for now.

William: Bye bye.
Glossary
plastic surgery — (i) #EF K get out of hand — kT
cosmetic surgery — EF/FEAEFAR get obsessed — '
moral line - JE#hrvE to put someone off - il A JEF/4TH &k
self-indulgent — H BT 1) debate - #ig
positive - 1EfK negative - ffiff
neutral - potential dangers - ¥{E 5[5
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