BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain 3&H 4

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Skyscrapers in London B EEREXE?

Insert:

My name is Maxine. It seems as if there are not many skyscrapers in Britain. Is it
true 7 And why is that? How many floors does the BBC building have ? Are you
satisfied to work in the building ?

Wang Fei:  KZ4F, %7 BBC Learning English A #54E# Ask About Britain
(EE M%) WH, ottt

William: And I'm William Kremer.

Wang Fei: Rl A &ATHI W A Maxine ) T B AN ) #l . — AN J& 5C 1 90 1 1 B R K #%
skyscrapers, JEEFIERAEAZ, KREHE? &F A FEHE BBC K
KA LE? B M BATERE I TAERESE . So William, the first question:
is it true that Britain doesn't have many skyscrapers?

William: Well, yes; that's a simple question. And yes, that is true; we don't
have many skyscrapers in Britain.

Wang Fei: X p{3R WA LUIESE . RIS 7548 20l AR R i k4 Oxford Street i& 47
Regent Street [, K#E 5 5. 6 Eimic.

William: Yes. And the buildings are quite old. Many of them have been there
for more than 100 years.

Wang Fei:  So why aren't there many high buildings in London, William?

William: Well, this is a simple, but also complicated question. One of the
reasons is probably that British people don't like skyscrapers. For
example, many British people don't really like living in tower blocks,
they prefer living in detached and semi-detached houses.

Wang Fei: Tower blocks ##, detached house J#:f)5F, semi-detached
house HEH 51 el AHEA KRS mdE KA, A= A7 2=
B R s .

William: And there are many other reasons for London not having many
skyscrapers, for example, city planning.

Wang Fei: City planning &t/ ik i 2 2.

William: Historical building protection and other social issues.
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Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

Insert
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To better answer Maxine's question, we interviewed Dr. Nancy
Holman. She is the director of Planning Studies at the LSE.
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We actually have a fairly tight regulatory framework of planning that control the
level and height of the buildings. One of the main things around this is we control a
number of things called sightlines to our historic buildings.

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

Insert

She mentioned one important reason, which is that Britain has a
fairly tight regulatory framework of planning.

Regulatory framework il /2 E Hil A0S . At o FE AT B AR)™ A% (13l i
PRI T

That's right. And the purpose of the regulatory framework is to
protect the sightlines to our historical buildings.

Sightline /2L E L. KL EIE T RPN D D7 LRI So
why should London protect the sightlines to the historical buildings?

Well, as you know, in London there are many historical buildings. If
there are many skyscrapers around London, then people’s sightline
will be blocked. It would be a pity if they couldn't see the treasures
of London, wouldn't it?
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We actually have a fairly tight regulatory framework of planning that control the
level and height of the buildings. One of the main things around this is we control a
number of things called sightlines to our historical buildings.

William:
Wang Fei:
William:

But Wang Fei, if you look at London from a distance, you will actually
see some skyscrapers, although there aren't that many.

Yes, that's true. Now | have another question, William. Are there any
advantages for a city to have many skyscrapers?

Well that's a good question and | don't know the answer because |
live in London. But let's listen to Dr Nancy again. She will explain a
very interesting concept to us; starchitect.
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Starchitect i JH X2 H star<<WE 271 architect <40~ X gy il
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Wang Fei:

Insert

There is a term in planning literature and architectural literature called starchitects,
which gets the idea of a star and an architect. Combining them together, so you
get the starchitect, and the ideas to attract these world-renowned architects to
your city to develop and design iconic and amazing architecture so that you can

promote your city.

William: So, have you got the idea? Starchitect is an idea in city planning.

Wang Fei:  Starchitect s ik i — 41 .

William: Yes. It's to attract world-renowned architects to design iconic
architecture and help promote the city.

Wang Fei:  World-renowned architect /&t 5t 4 (s e b e A AT b
AP SRS T T %0 44

William: Now, we've talked about the advantages and disadvantages of
having modern and high skyscrapers in cities. Let's listen to some
Londoners' opinions about skyscrapers.

Wang Fei: ).

Insert

A: In my opinion, London as an international financial centre should
have a bit more iconic and modern buildings, especially in the city
centre.

B: Well 1 think there’s enough skyscrapers in London. And 1 think
London should just keep building very beautiful lower buildings.

C: I don't want to see more skyscrapers in London. | want to see more
open spaces.

D: Because we have lots of old buildings already, so | think it would be
good to get some new ones as well, kind of reflecting how London is
changing and going into the 21 century.

Wang Fei:  HRAAEACTHI NI T BERKERBE L IFA .

William: Yes. But it's natural that people have different ideas about London.
Now, let's hear what Dr. Holman thinks about skyscrapers in London.

Insert

Our skyline is known for things like St Paul's, the Houses of Parliament. So | think
if those tall buildings were put into places where they don't necessarily obstruct
those view lines | have spoken earlier, then there is a place for a limited number of
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those types of buildings.

I wouldn't like to see London morph into Manhattan,

because then it would not be London any longer. (Lose its characteristics?) Yes,

absolutely; loses its historical character,

loses what London is about and what

people think about in London.

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

She said | wouldn't like to see London morph into Manhattan.

Morph into /22 A R . London morphs into Manhattan i /& i
WAL T R i

London will probably have a limited number of skyscrapers in the
future, but certainly it will not morph into Manhattan.

R R AT e il L8k, HEERASEWAL . HEEAINZT
Maxine S48 #i BER KA K il L o

Welcome back. Our listener Maxine also asked about the BBC
building. So William, do you know how many floors Bush House has?

Well it is nine floors. It is not very high, but it's definitely not a low
building in our surrounding area.

AT TAER BBC Aift KIEAT9)Z . HMHIL X BRI b5 KX A T

So Wang Fei, does nine floors sound like very low compared to the
buildings in Beijing or Shanghai?

Er, probably. In Beijing and Shanghai the buildings are much higher
than the buildings in London.

But how do you feel working in this building? It’'s almost 100-years
old.

W AR AC, BESEAER), FRNIZIBBC TAEMIM %, HARMZH . BEMANIAR Ao, B
FUTHT AR R . AERRIE A T TR AR . (R PT A IRIt A i I H . FRIRE W
X RES ARSI LK . So what about you William?

Well I've been working in Bush House for some years. And actually, |
would like to try something new, for example working in a new and
modern skyscraper.

Ha ha. We also have different ideas.

Yeah, this is London; different buildings, different people and
different ideas. It's always helpful to listen to different people's ideas,
isn't it?

st ARBHARPER, ARTAN, AFEPEE, 2—NMFEEZERWN T
TR . XA e . A A RIS T Maxine P i
W) AR AT ST E Dy ) 1) R, v DAS A4 FRATT . AT IR H
Ti£x. Bye for now.

Bye bye.
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