BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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KFEUF, WAkt BBC Learning English {2 [H 1235 H . Ask about
Britain. A RILMHARE William... A, ABE? William? William...

(Coming inside the studio.) Hi.... Wang Fei. Sorry I'm late. But I've
got a good excuse. | forgot to take my Oyster Card this morning and
I had to go back home for it. It took me an extra half hour.

Oh! William forgot his Oyster Card. This is actually a very good
reason for being late. Wi A, X4~ Oyster Card H2ZCE A H &4
NI R . BAY, ATEFERAR T FrelIARK R William. Well, in
fact today's question has something to do with your Oyster Card. 4

R ER B A — AL Joey FIIITAC.

So what's our question? Shall we have a listen to it?

Yes. Please.

My name is Joey. | take the subway to work every day. It's fast and
punctual. But it is a little expensive. So I'm wondering if it is the
same situation in Britain? Thank you very much.

HOEARH IR Joey [l Al flRERSRAR MR BT, (HR AT HIBREEA KT
B, BT LA AR B [ MR A D

But before we go to the answer, we should point out that in London
we don't say the word subway to mean underground train system.
We say the London Underground or the Tube.

William $#8i k%K. Subway ZZEE G “Hik” MFRITE, (H, A3EE R
Fit subway, AMTATRESSEISMRBAEYL “H NWIE” MR L4 “Hk” . BEA
JLE N —M A "underground” 53 B4 —ANEH LS K4S the Tube,
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Wang Fei, what do you think of the Tube in London?

Just like Joey, | commute to work on the Tube every day. But | think
Tube fares are quite expensive.

Well Wang Fei, that's your opinion. But let's find out what others
think about the Tube and Tube fares.

I use the London Tube every day, usually to go to work. | think the
Tube fares are a little bit expensive considering especially if you are
travelling in the rush hour.

I think the prices are very high, but I think the service is very good,
by and large, but I think the prices are far too high.

Yeah, | use the London underground every day. | think the fares are
quite expensive for what they are.

Every day! (Every day you use the Tube. So what do you think of the
prices?) It is rather expensive, isn't it? Too expensive. We should be
promoting public transport.

In my city Paris, it is less expensive, but it's London. In London
everything is expensive.

MBATHI SRVRA, R KB W S R AR B3

Yes. Most people think that fares are expensive. A lady said in her
interview "it is expensive especially in rush hour". | think we'd better
tell the listeners what rush hour is...

Rush hour #2488 me it a2 8. 248300 rush hour AR IR
OBk ZEAN St L AR s b 1) . AR e [RIVE,  DETE R 2 off peak.

When talking about London Tube fares, people also used different
expressions: "a little bit expensive".

A little bit expensive 5 i)l 5t

Rather expensive.

Rather expensive #t/& “H%45”
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Far too high.

I thought it was interesting that the French interviewee at the end of
that clip said "the London Tube price is more expensive than Paris.
But this is London. Everything is expensive in London."
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London is expensive, but not everything is expensive. So hopefully
we've helped you learn some different ways of saying that something
is expensive.

USRI ERSE R o TS E A 22 e ?

In central London, the cheapest single trip fare is £1.80.

FEAC S, MR 2 AT RE AR A BB ) X I 2 7). William 4 "In central
London, the cheapest single trip fare is £1.80." 7E/& KT 0y, Hphe
MATH RS X, TR — R MR A e R 554, 2 1.8 s, @ K
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Guardian W32 (EETIRY FiEFl—#E Ul "London's public
transport was declared the most expensive in the world."FFri& 35 gk
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The best way is to have an Oyster Card. Look! This is my Oyster
Card.

FAI S RIE) T HRIFFEE 36 Oyster Card T . Oyster, Biid “4tiF” 1=
B, XEE—PMEHTZRLT. 2R Oyster KW ZAEH K. HERATLL
Tk, AFRESELMHANLLZET A,

Yes. You should always carry it because by using your Oyster Card,
fares are generally cheaper than with cash.

f /] Oyster Card, JXHL e =2 &AM E. AR5 E William &7 4l
Oyster Card. “THihFiFhpfa[nl 58, 5% sl 7 B3E. ] WAEAR U0, %
HiXskFREZ AT E,

bbeukehina.com



Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

William:

Wang Fei:

Wiliam, why are London's tube fares so expensive?

Well one obvious reason is that London's tube system has a history
of more than 100 years. A lot of maintenance work needs to be done
and it takes a lot of money.

William f#83, B8k RE 4L 100 LHEMGLT .. FERZH
maintenance work tWELZE4EY TE, X MRFEIBLZ M.

OK, the tube is expensive, but tourists can always walk around
London. Central London isn't that big, is it?

William BRI . ARB R OIIXIFEAR, BT, W TRl RZHT 5
A LHRATLLPATRE . Mgk EAR DT, (EJE DU )\iE, dEW 7, WiZE e 1
BRI A0S, BRI . BT DAMRRAE 2, — 8 Sl AR — R 5 1
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I hope you'll enjoy it. And remember to buy an Oyster Card as soon
as you arrive in London.

Definitely. And remember to take it with you all the time. | mean you,
William.

Come on... Goodbye everyone.

Bye.
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