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My name is Donny, you can call me Donny. I'm a student in a college
in Beijing. I learned about London Bridge in my English lesson. My
teacher told me that this London Bridge is in a song — "London
Bridge is falling down, is falling down". I want to know how many
London Bridges [are] in London.
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Hello, William!

Hey Wang Fei! How are you?

I'm very well. What are you doing here?

Well, what are you doing here?

I'm counting bridges for a listener. But I'm totally exhausted. Can
you just answer our listener's question for me?

Well I can try... I can try and answer our listener's question.

So how many London Bridges are there in London?
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Ah now actually I do know the answer to that question.

So what's the answer then?

One.
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Ah yes. There are 33 bridges in London. But there's only one London
Bridge. London Bridge is the name of a bridge.
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So London Bridge is actually bridge number 32 and it's the most
interesting of all of London's Bridges. So shall we go and have a look
at it now?

All right.
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Well yes, that is what it is, but it has a very interesting history.
Because you see, although there is only one London Bridge now,
there have been many London Bridges throughout history.

There have been many London Bridges throughout history. &3¢
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Let's find out more by speaking to James Kislingbury at the London
Bridge Experience, which is a tourist attraction very near here.

BV KV — 7L %K James Kislingbury. AbxHeZrm D s 48 71k, A
AT R 2 A D . ANRIASESRG, WERWE AN, BAMWilliam (A
FIFATH T =20, W B URIREAT SAC B i

Ok, so we're now joined by James Kislingbury, the general manager
of the London Bridge Experience. Hi James.

Hello there. Welcome.
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So, I suppose the first question is, the bridge outside, as we noticed
just now, was a little bit boring. A bit of a boring concrete bridge. So
how come London Bridge is so famous?

Well the history of London Bridge goes back a very long way. Right
the way back to the Roman period. We had originally a pontoon
bridge which was very simple structure. Eventually that got
destroyed in battle and a new bridge was built. A far more secure
bridge, still built out of wood until good old King Olaf and the Vikings
decided they were going to row up the river and pull it down. So
unfortunately London Bridge was falling down, as the song comes
from.

Oh is that where it comes from?

It's certainly believed to be where it comes from, yes. But certainly
after we get rid of King Olaf's bridge they went away and designed
what they call the Peter de Colechurch bridge, which is a very
famous London Bridge, with all the houses upon it. There's a big
model of it behind you in the museum here at the moment.

Yeah, let's just have a look at this model. I mean it's amazing for me
to look at this because we don't really have any bridges with houses
on them now. We can assume that if this bridge still existed in
London it would be a pretty major tourist attraction, wouldn't it?

Absolutely. Well there has been talk in the past of actually trying to
bring back the old London Bridge. The bridge itself, it was quite an
interesting design; it was actually filled with flaws. First of all, the
actual design of the bridge, the pillars at the base of it in the river
were too close together. There's a very famous saying that 'Fools
went under and wise men went over' because there were certainly
rapids underneath the bridge and many people got killed.

Because the water was moving so fast between the arches of the
bridge.

Absolutely.

Thank you very much James. That's been very very interesting. And
I think I've learned a lot about London Bridge today.

Well thank you very much and please do come and see us when
you're in London next.
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Yes. But before finish today, let's listen again to some clips from my
interview with James.
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We had originally a pontoon bridge which was very simple structure.
Eventually that got destroyed in battle and a new bridge was built. A
far more secure bridge, still built out of wood until good old King Olaf
and the Vikings decided they were going to row up the river and pull
it down. So unfortunately London Bridge was falling down, as the
song comes from.

Oh is that where it comes from?

It's certainly believed to be where it comes from, yes.

So James thinks that the famous nursery rhyme London Bridge Is
Falling Down comes from when King Olaf and the Vikings destroyed a
very old version of London Bridge. That's about a thousand years
ago!
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The bridge itself, it was quite an interesting design; it was actually
filled with flaws. First of all, the actual design of the bridge, the
pillars at the base of it in the river were too close together. There's a
very famous saying that 'Fools went under and wise men went over'
because there were certainly rapids underneath the bridge and many
people got killed.

Because the water was moving so fast between the arches of the
bridge.

Absolutely.
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That's why it was said that 'Fools went under the bridge and wise
men went over'.

Well, thanks Donny for your very interesting question this week! And
remember that if you have a question you would like to ask us you
can email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

You know, William, there's one thing that we really need to do before
we finish today.

Ah right, what's that?

I think we really need to sing this song.

Sing the song? Oh I don't know about that, Wang Feil!
Oh come on!

All right, all right, let's give it a go. Ready?
London Bridge is falling down,

Falling down, falling down.

London Bridge is falling down,

My fair lady.

That was pretty good!
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