BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.

KT B RAREE:
TEE RN HIE PR F . ASSOR AT REBCA AR BLSR s g AR AR ok Ak i e

Britain and America EEAIXHE

Jean: REF, WA A (S ) 25) 7 H, RS EE.
American national anthem.

Jean: Eh? XA SR TA RIS L. Wy b2 iR 2 S 1 ) R AR
American anthem interrupted by British anthem.

Jean: AH XA ZEAL — XPEFEE A KE® T . This is "Ask about Britain' after
all.

Both national anthems playing together...
Jean: Hey... B4HEH...!
Regular music fade up.

Jean: Ok... TEUINIA XA K RN BeAE — A2 TR —HF, S5 [ AN SE A S AT IR 2 58 AN g
AL R D IR I G o X R TRA L T A Luke 5 FRAIEUE R K —
AL, Luke XAMRAE: "This is Luke, | am a student majoring in
English. Could tell me something about the differences between
American culture and British culture? Thank you!" #f, thank you Luke.
AN T % Luke —MFINEZE, A bbcukchina fHl1E A William Kremer %
IRV T S0 5 36 Y R SCAG RS AR T — 2 N L.

Insert

Joe: My name is Joe Thoits and I'm from the United States.

Jean: Joe Thoits K HIEE, ANl 2% E M Ekod 5 [l —4, Z M3t (h
AR William 15 5 i A 201 9856 i 7E L i BUT T ANE], - ik Joe WIT4G
recall [A[AH T K o agf A At i 380 5 [ Fr) Al R — L€ observation —S6Ri5¢. 113k
i1 —F Joe FIXEBLMIIZ.

Insert

William: One thing that British people always say...

Joe: Yeah.

William: When we got to America, is we always say, "Everything's so much
bigger". Like... the streets are bigger, cars are bigger, refrigerators are
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Joe:

Jean:

Insert

William:

Joe:

Jean:

Insert

Joe:

Jean:

Insert

William:

Joe:

bigger, washing machines are bigger. When you came to England did
you think everything was really really small?

Yes. In fact | recall one of my first observations was how small the
streets were and how much smaller the cars were. And | remember
driving in the car and the street was so narrow only one car could go
down the street at a time. And | remember thinking, "l've never seen
this before. And if we had these same streets in the United States they
would level the houses and simply make the streets bigger."

Joe 1043 M b AE D E PR A — AR W A e L, AriE S s 43 HRE TS
Ve, Joe PR ELE L E A5 E 4 level the houses HiE L
TRy B LK. TR B RIE E—i .

o LI
53 R 4

When you came to England did you think everything was really really
small?

Yes. In fact | recall one of my first observations was how small the
streets were and how much smaller the cars were. And | remember
driving in the car and the street was so narrow only one car could go
down the street at a time. And | remember thinking, "l've never seen
this before. And if we had these same streets in the United States they
would level the houses and simply make the streets bigger."

S R [ i Rl A A SE R i e 5 TR X R BUR R AN AL % T Joe AR
Pk XWEWE MG 20 % B9 Leeds &SR b, flA 2
AT AP BAEAC T RIS A s, A ane?

In fact, it wasn't until 1 was living in Leeds — | was twenty years of age —
that | first went on a bus, used a bus for public transport. And it was
quite an experience, and whenever | return to the UK I love using public
transport.

J5oR Joe e EI I R AL 2 5 A TT AR A AST T !
AN E C 2RI LSV, WIRI AR S8R R 10 55— %

FESEAEAE —PHIER R S St . B T IXBeRE L, Joe 24 IATUF IOk JE [ 2L
5 I T D 4 KB o

There must have been some things which, you know, when you were
living here, you thought "Well this isn't quite as good as at home"...

Sure. The first and foremost is the weather. | lived here for about ten
months and during that time there was only a handful of days with
sunshine.

Just a handful of days. Like ten days or so?
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Joe:

Jean:

FX - Rain.

Insert

William:

Joe:

Jean:

Sad music

Insert

Joe:

Jean:

No, it was maybe a month total. And | grew up in Southern California
where there's maybe only ten days a year where it's raining or gloomy.
So that was the biggest difference and that was challenging but |
learned to, learned to adapt. And probably yeah, the cost of things. |
missed being able to go out and have a meal and hardly spend any
money because it seemed like everything cost just a little but more, so
those were probably two major differences.

JEM), FEDEE ARG A — KBk 2 o [ R, B AR R R B i ok
f1JLX a handful of days.

FUFRA R M1 TR Joe I 1) 176 95 [ Ja 41 75 B R 85 St it . ANk
FRAB S ) A2 At oot 52 B A [ ) Scpk = 5 NS 4%, what about cultural
differences? Joe £k XA A FINX Bk & hoix— s 5| H 7 34 ik
% Bill Bryson [—H)4% 55 ...

In terms of cultural differences Joe, | mean like there are lots and lots of
cultural differences aren't there between the UK and the States...

Yeah. | think it was Bill Bryson who said that Americans live like they're
never going to die, whereas the British live like they're going to die
tomorrow.

Americans live like they're never going to die, whereas the British live
like they're going to die tomorrow.

AR Joe (R IFAE U DB B RO ARAE B0 — AR SE XK, AR AT - B W
Al T AR

I think it was Bill Bryson who said that Americans live like they're never
going to die, whereas the British live like they're going to die tomorrow.
And | think what that's a reference to is the fact that in the United
States we are almost obsessed with trying to be as healthy as we can, to
build up big homes, big cars, earn as much money as we can. And |
think one of the things that I really loved about living in England is that
people here really enjoy the simpler things like good beer, good
conversation in a pub and enjoying yourself, you know, while you...
while you can.

Joe WA HEE NIFEAMG LT NN RERERAAE S A 5 IR IRl Ty sRflb ey, (HE
people here really enjoy the simpler things like good beer, good
conversation in a pub and enjoying yourself.

FX — English birds, cricket, glass of beer.
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Jean: Yes, it's important to take time to enjoy the simpler things in life. JZE A
TEE R B —1h WA R = R — 1S Al . [k GE G M B RG AR ER FE st
ZE R F T (BARBKCE WA EERIE ). Ah, England...

FX — Thunder.
Jean: BRIEFREAAKA! IBARTATVE HE W A Luke 25 FAT 148 H IIX AN ) #, A

HERATARWIM AT H A THR—ANRMZ %, If you have a question you would
like to ask us please email us at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye bye!

Glossary
to recall something PN EIpiRE
an observation — U
to level something AT T
A handful of... AL
The simpler things in life N A T PSR )

R (AT
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