BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Lucky Numbers E&EHFE

Jean: R, HGWEI AT (e &) W H, FEHELE.

Finn: And I'm Finn. Today's question is a good one, but quite long. Listen out
for the following words and phrases that our listener Wendy uses:
superstition.

Jean: M5 superstition.

Finn: Mystical power.

Jean: FHFRHY 1 mystical power.

Finn: Auspicious and inauspicious.

Jean: A auspicious AR AN IR FT A tint 482 inauspicious AN

RIS AT X AN A 2 FRATTIAR AT 2 HL 285 Re g Al 21 (1) .
Insert

Hello there, this is Wendy from Shantou, Guangdong Province. Today my question
is about superstition based on numbers. It seems that certain numbers are far
more (than) counting tools, but also bearing mystical power. Like the number four
in China. Many Chinese people avoid using this number as it sounds like death in
Chinese. So it is widely considered as an inauspicious number. | wonder whether
English people also have number superstition, and what numbers are regarded as
lucky or unlucky in Britain and why. Thank you.

Jean: XA T A Wendy 25 B4 138 X AN )il 7R, A s e i
T AL 7 N ARAERIMWE?  Great question, huh?

Finn: Yeah, actually, Jean, it's a good question but...
Jean: But what?
Finn: But there really aren't many. You know, | can only think of one number,

and it's unlucky: number 13.
Jean: Oh.

Finn: Now there are lots of possible reasons why it's unlucky, but nobody
really knows.
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Jean: Oh. OK.
Finn: Yeah, so... that's it. Thanks for listening everyone, see you next week.
Jean: Bye.

(Wind blowing, rustling papers)

Finn: That was a bit quick, wasn't it?

Jean: Yes, it was a bhit.

Finn: You know, people really don't like 13.

Jean: No, they don't.

Finn: Did you know lots of hotels don't have a thirteenth floor?
Jean: Yes.

(Wind suddenly stops)
Jean: OK, how about this:
Insert

Ask About China 77/ 25,

Jean: BEATRATA RSB R — RFRATT o0 [ SO BTN AN 35 R B AN 2
Today's question comes from our producer Finn.

Finn: Hey, from me ;&1 FANELE PSSR A — 25 2 AR T — 25 M A
TSR, AR A O I 7 TS IF AR 1. PrLAE i — N RAEARE
A — IR R A AN R R AT AT T AR B 7 2

Jean: Well, let's try! FoATRZ Hrb [ NERANTE, Hr e FSCA ATIR 2 AR AR &
X symbolic meanings, A /EA4BEZ/ME N ERE X L5 e ? Which
numbers would you like to know about Finn?

Finn: OK, well, eight /J\ is a very lucky number isn't it, why is this?

Jean: OK, M Finn JIE S IR G SORMIRE— MUF 17, SXARROTBATHY H (e B ITACAT]
AT BLA AR 27 BR SR R AR Lo rp [ (1 SCARFAIE . Finn MIA ) B807< < )\ > > 7
o E SO IR E S e, < )\ R T IR B AL, <R AT << R

<N E L.

Finn: OK, so if we're talking about it in English we could say this: the word
eight /\ sounds like the word for prosperity & or &4 in Chinese. So |
guess this is why car number plates 7<% 4l with eight on them are very
expensive in China.

Jean: Indeed. And of course our Olympics 2008 48 H 8 H!
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The eighth day of the eighth month of 2008. Now, what about nine J1—
JUA RS A ISR E?

Yes, you're right. 7 EfEG b, << U7X AN BOE AR B A5 5%
VIR SR, Bl st b @ LA A IS MBS << B 77 XA 7 9k
B

Emperor.

e ?

Robes. So, nine is associated with the Emperor. And the Emperor's
robes would be decorated with nine dragons, for example. Now, Jean,
isn't there something to do with weddings as well? | was at a Chinese
wedding last year and, you know, there seemed to be nine of absolutely
everything!

Bekts, U=« U7 73N B0 7 A AR ) PR ) 08 < < K AR 77 << 877, BT US i
FFNVEAHE A OIS AE e R KK, FTAEISAL BIIR Z R O & E Ik L
XA

I see. So if we're explaining this in English, we could say that nine is a
lucky number at weddings because the word for nine in Chinese Ji
sounds the same as the word for 'a long time' A.

S, AR 2 b AL FEAE 2009 £ 9 H 9 HETS e B IXANERL T .

OK, so you could tell people that certain dates are seen as very lucky
such as 9 September 2009: 09 49 A9 H.

fEH HIER K2 999, very lucky!

Actually Jean, I'm not so sure...

Why's that?

Because that's the number you call for the police in the UK! 999!

JEn? SO, A SRR E UG FRATT 999 BE T W AR LA 5 A e 7 R
TR, KFBENASHEF!  So Finn, any more numbers you'd like
to find out about?

Six?

Lucky. B%%, KA/~ F<<yi™” KA.

OK, so six is lucky because it sounds like the word for flowing and
smoothness. Seven?

Can be lucky and unlucky. Lucky J&FE k<<t fi<<L~” 2.
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Finn: It can be considered lucky because it sounds like the word for rise jiZ.
But you said it might be unlucky?
Jean: AR A AR AE R, B EADI -G AN, A RURIRA]
VU R T 2671, o BT A mT LA ke ) N TR i — A H 1
Finn: Ooh, Ghost month. According to the lunar calendar, which is HJJj or &/,
the seventh month is Ghost month. But what about this? Isn't it also the
month when you have t4. -£E4¥i?
Jean: Oh yes... FEAPIH-GLHIAECLHH THAPEANKE NG T So all these
numbers really do have a lot of stories!
Finn: Yes, | think this is one area where Chinese is definitely a lot more
interesting than English.
Jean: Yes, | agree. MSAA A4 RN H et 3 WK K% o) HE iR 2 — 28 )b [E 504k
s R EH 77 T ) SR R
Finn: Yes and thank you to Wendy for her original question.
Jean: And thank you Finn for your question.
Finn: You're very welcome. That's all for this week. This time we can really
say eight one eight one.
Jean: Eight one eight one?
Finn: JA—J\—
Jean: Ha ha. I think we'd be better calling JL/L/U!
Finn: 999. See you next time.
Jean: Bye.
Glossary
superstition {5 mystical power L) &
auspicious it () inauspicious AN Al
car number plates Y444 Emperor 77
robes it lunar calendar FHJJ; or 4]
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