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The Role of the Internet  互联网的角色 
 
Insert 
 
I can't imagine the world without an internet because there's so many great 
things you can do on it and there's not really any other way to get that much 
information. 
 
Everything I do is online. 
 
 
Yang Li: 大家好我是杨莉。欢迎网上收听 BBC英语教学新推出的专题系列网络生活 

My Internet. I’ve invited someone who is keen on the internet, my 
colleague Diarmuid. 

 
Dairmuid: Hi I’m Diarmuid. In this series we are exploring the role of the 

internet in our lives.  
 
Yang Li: We are talking with people from all walks of life to find out what the 

internet means to them. 互联网对他们的意义是什么？ 
 
Diarmuid: I’d like to draw your attention to the different ways in which each 

person describes the importance of the internet in his or her life.  
 
Insert 
 
Phillip:  Hi, my name's Phillip, I'm a Music student in my first year and I'm 21. 
Half my life is online. If I didn't have the internet, I don't know what I'd be doing. 
Everything I do is online. A day offline is a day without sunshine. 
 
Yang Li: Phillip is a music student. 他说，他生活的一半都在网上，一天不上网就是

一日没有阳光。 
 
Insert 
 
Half my life is online. If I didn't have the internet, I don't know what I'd be doing. 
Everything I do is online. A day offline is a day without sunshine. 
 
Hi, I'm Kirsty Major, I'm 21 and a student at the LSE. It's an absolute necessity in 
my life. I don't think I actually could function without the internet any more. 
 
Diarmuid: She couldn’t function without the internet, in other words she 

cannot do anything effectively without the internet. 
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Insert 
 
It's an absolute necessity in my life. I don't think I actually could function without 
the internet any more. 
 
It's really essential to the way we live because the world is quite fast moving now, 
everyone wants to have information at their fingertips and they can do that with 
the internet. 
 
Yang Li: That’s Nikhil. He said that the internet is essential to the way we 

live 生活中最基本的东西。因为人们想随时获取信息，而互联网则近在手边 
information at their fingertips. 

Insert 
 
It's really essential to the way we live because the world is quite fast moving now, 
everyone wants to have information at their fingertips and they can do that with 
the internet. 
 
Yang Li: 欢迎大家继续收听英语教学系列节目 - 我的网络 My Internet.  
 
Diarmuid: We spoke to people from all walks of life both young and old.  
 
Insert 
 
Lance: My name is Lance. I am in my 60s but it doesn't put me off using the 
internet, though perhaps I'm a little rusty now. 
Li: Do you want to learn more about how to use the internet a bit more in the 
future?  
Lance: I think at my age I'm not really too bothered. I think for children, young 
people, coming up, it's probably essential.  
 
Yang Li: Lance said he's not bothered but for children it is essential, isn’t it? 

Here’s 12-year-old Fred. 
 
Insert 
 
Fred: I’m Fred and I’m 12. I can’t imagine the world without an internet because 
there's so many great things you can do on it and there's not really any other 
way of getting that much information. 
 
Diarmuid: That’s Fred. Next we hear from a 70 year old, he uses the phrase a 

non-person. 
 
Insert 
 
Paul: Hello, my name is Paul and I'm over 70.  
Li: How important do you think the internet is in your life? 
Paul: It's becoming very important. For instance you must have a mobile 
telephone, people expect you to have a mobile telephone, they also expect you to 
have a web address. If you don't do that you're almost considered a non-person. 
 
Diarmuid: That’s interesting. If you don’t have a web address you are almost 

considered a non-person.  
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Yang Li: A non-person 不是地球人。 
 
Diarmuid: Contrary to a non-person, computer scientist Greg Ros is a super-

connected person. 
 
Yang Li: A super-connected person 超级网络人。 
 
Insert 
 
Greg: How important is the internet in my life? From my perspective, I did a 
Computer Science degree, so for me, I have been surrounded by computers from 
a very young age, from the age of four. I'm a regular user. I wake up with it, I go 
to bed with it, I mean literally from dawn till dusk. It is around me, not just being 
in a computer, but every single device that I have is plugged in as well and that's 
the way I am. And when I say "plugged in" that literally is the case.  
 
Diarmuid:  Greg has been surrounded by computers from the age of four.  

 
Yang Li: To be surrounded by computers 身边都是电脑。  
 
Diarmuid: He wakes up with it and he goes to bed with it. He uses a very 

good phrase from dawn till dusk. 
 
Yang Li: 从黎明到黄昏，从早到晚。From dawn till dusk.  
 
Diarmuid:   What’s more, every single device he has is plugged in.  
 
Yang Li: 每样东西都是插入电门或连接在电脑网络上的 to be plugged in.  
 
Insert 
 
I'm a regular user. I wake up with it, I go to bed with it, I mean literally from 
dawn till dusk. It is around me, not just being in a computer, but every single 
device that I have is plugged in as well and that's the way I am. And when I say 
"plugged in" that literally is the case.  
 
 
Diarmuid: Yes you have to plug in to be connected. Next week we’ll take a 

look at how people are connected electronically, online socialising. 
 
Yang Li: 下周我们将探讨网络社交这个话题。Why do people love it, especially 

young people? 
 
Diarmuid: Join us again at www.bbcukchina.com. Bye bye. 
 
Yang Li: Bye bye. 


