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And my name is William Kremer. What's our question today Li?

Ah well, today's question is a really interesting cultural one. A4k
(R IR BB, IR AR e [ AR . TE W AR ]

Hello. My name is Mali. I go to the BBC website every day. It's good.
I want to find out why British people tend to be less open about their
salaries than the Chinese. Thanks.

FU N AR AIE R A AR AR, S U 38 L5 H @ ? less open A4
JFi. Is that true, William? Are British people really less open about
their salaries?

Well, let's find out! I've invited some of our BBC Learning English
colleagues up here to the studio today. And when they arrive let's
just ask them how much they earn. And we'll see how they react.

¢

How they react - HHAMA I SN2 @t 4. XRAEET
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Well, we'll have to find out, won't we? Right, well the first person
we're expecting is Diarmuid. And I think he's just waiting outside.
There he is... Derm! Come in.

Hello everyone.

Hello Derm.

Take a seat.
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Diarmuid: Oh thank you very much.

William: Thank you very much for coming today.
Diarmuid: Oh that's really my pleasure.
Li: AT A R EARTEH Ak — F. We have a little question for you Derm.

Diarmuid: Ooh.

Li: What's your salary, Derm?
Diarmuid: My salary? Erm... I don't really want to say.
William: Are you sure you don't?

Diarmuid: Yeah, no I definitely don't -

William: You definitely don't want to tell us.
Diarmuid: Hmmm... I don't want you to know!
William: OK, so, this is an Ask about Britain question and the questioner this

week wants to know "Why don't British people want to talk about
their salaries?" So why is it? Why is it you don't want to talk about it?

Diarmuid: Well one reason not to talk about it with colleagues is because it
might make us feel jealous or resentful to each other if one earns
more or less than the other. So that's why I don't want to tell you
guys in case I earn more money than you or worse, you earn more
money than me. So that's the reason I wouldn't talk about it with
colleagues. The other reason I wouldn't talk about with people in
general is because if they discover that I earn more money they
might want to borrow some...

Li: Hmmm... 2 SR AW R jealous g% resentful < HHR
Mo T HARBE O AT T BEE R {EER they might want to borrow
some. i LMRESY . AR AR #WE? So who do you tell about
your salary? Who does know what your salary is?

Diarmuid: Probably my mum.
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Your mum?

My mum, so she can proud of me.

OK... so you say "Mum, I've got a pay rise".

Yes.

Diarmuid you've been to China many times.

Yes.

And I was just wondering if anybody has ever asked you any other
questions which you felt a little bit uncomfortable about answering
when you've been in China.

Not necessarily uncomfortable because I think I'm quite a sort of
open-minded person. But sometimes people have expressed surprise
that I wasn't married, you know, or that I didn't have any children.
And they were very quick to ask those questions you know, "Tell me
about your wife or your family" or asking these questions. And if you
say that you don't have a wife or children they're very quick to say
"Why?!" which if you think about it, to British people that's a little bit
personal because you may have to admit the terrible fact that
nobody wants you!

Oh Diarmuid that can't be true.

Yeah it's obviously a cultural difference isn't it?

Oh I think so.

SRS, AT PEe— A NRAE RS FIES AR AR E 1 0 . People
are very open-minded in this country about how old you should be
when you get married or, you know, you can remain single all of
your life.

It looks like I'm doing that.

OK Derm, thanks very much for coming along today and I'm sorry if
we've upset you.

bbecukchina.com



Diarmuid:

Li:

William:

Diarmuid:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

William:

Li:

Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Li:

No no I'm fine, I'm fine. But I'm still not telling you. Ok bye bye.

Thank you, thank you for joining us.

See you.

Bye bye.

William FATHIA AR ARTT ? AL EEAT R !

i

That's right. Normally these questions about money are a little bit
inappropriate in this country.

Inappropriate A, AEIER .

But... I think Li that because we're making a programme we can say
that we're doing it in the name of research.

Ha ha. In the name of research — I RIS . EEd!

Do you think we should ask another person?

I think we should. Just to make sure that we have done reliable
research.

Exactly, it needs to be reliable. Ok, well the next person that we've
got coming in is our colleague Finn, Finn Aberdein. Here he is.

Oh Finn. Thank you for coming.

Hello, hello. Thank you for having me.

We are friends aren't we Finn?

We are indeed.

Could I ask you a question?
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Please do Li.

fr¥ % /b4%? How much do you earn?

How much do I earn?! Oh I don't know if I can tell you that. I don't
know if I can tell everyone in China that either.

We are friends aren't we?

We're really good friends, so...

But we do the same job and if one of us earns more then I might be
a bit upset.

XAREIEWA B —FE, ARALEIRATIZ SR FAT Y IR B Finn 4500 o [
A [E AR T8, IS AR GEAF AT L AL o) o LR Bt AN AR Bl AN iR
- inappropriate?

Well I actually like them because it's a cultural difference and I think
it's nice to experience different cultures. And I remember when I first
went to China on the plane to China I was reading about the culture
and it said that people always ask you if you're married. And now, on
this plane there was a beautiful air stewardess and I thought "Ok,
this is Chinese culture so maybe I can try asking her if she's
married".

Did you?

And I said /R4545 75 ? And she said "Actually, not yet"!

But... just a bit of cultural comparison.... {H& 4 FE ARHE S T % 5
e AU, A H?

Perhaps one analysis, one kind of answer would be to do with the
class system,

I

Yes. And I think that because of that perhaps people are slightly less
willing to talk about their income.
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We're very kind of self-conscious about class aren't we and we don't
like to, if you're rich, you don't like to act like a rich person. People
don't like to show what class they're in do they?

I think that the divisions, yes, are perhaps more blurred than they
used to be and I think people within each class, such as they still
exist, are perhaps intentionally blurring them because they might be
aspiring to be in a higher class or if you're in a higher class perhaps
hiding that to an extent.

IRA R MATAEER THEH 51— A B AR AL 25 45 201 2 7t blurring
class divisions. Very interesting.

Very interesting. Can I just ask you one question before we finish?
Please.

Are you married?

I'm not married yet Will.

OK. I just wanted to make sure, I just wanted to check you're not
married yet.

OK.
Thanks Finn for coming in.
Thank you very much.

Thanks Finn. That's very interesting. 4f 7, FATTAE B o 5000 A FI3E
W] o A AN D SCA A ATATSE ), 15 s T 4 FRATAMBAE,  FR-ATTI H - IR AR

chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. And Li I've just got one more question for you,
before we finish today.

What? A question for me?

Just one more question.
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Li: I hope it's not too tricky.

William: No. What's your bank account number and sort code?

Li: Oh.. if I can.. I wish I can remember!

William: No you're not supposed to tell me that! Bye bye everyone!
Li: Bye bye.
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