BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Insert

Montage of foreign words

Feifei: Wow, I didn't know we have so many different languages spoken in
our office.
Helen: Well, BBC Learning English is a department with hidden language

talents. But is this the case with British people in general?

Feifei: KK, POBHAETE Wiy 9e 8 1) % Ask About Britain, FA17EIX 15 H
R ) [ DG [ SO SHB R A Rl . A R FIERAE— 2112 Helen.

Helen: Hello everyone. We have made many programmes on how people
learn English, but today we're answering a question from a different
angle.

Feifei: BATH SR Q=R A Circle. AR ki 5 = ANE B ) ERE?

Helen: Do people in Britain speak other languages? Are they any good at

learning foreign languages?

Feifei: JEE AR A CIAMERE R B AR N ?
Helen: Lindsey is a secondary school teacher. Let's hear from her first.
Insert

They speak a lot of European languages. You have to do French or German and
that's compulsory, up to GCSE. There is a desire to learn more languages; it's
beneficial now to be able to speak a number of different languages. It helps with
your career. But we don't have an automatic strength in it. No.

Feifei: Haz 2l Lindsey (5 URRATER AT D EERE [ TAMERS S, 1EE s E Sl
W, KB compulsory, —EHEWIH Y, Wdil— k2% 5 4R,

Helen: Lindsey feels that students have the desire to learn more languages.
It helps with people's careers.

Feifei: R NS el SR A Sl iR A AT B, D BNt ANBIAT
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Helen: But British people are not very good at learning foreign languages,
they don't have an automatic strength in it. This means they're not
naturally good at languages.

Feifei: AR IR 2 E NI AMERE A RARLF, XAEABAIH 510 they don't have an
automatic strength in it.

Helen: And even though learning a foreign language is compulsory at
school, if you don't have the chance to practise, it's easily forgotten.

Insert
I learned French for five years. As time goes on and on, I keep forgetting more.

I also learned French at school, as well, but unfortunately I don't know any French
now.

Feifei: FR 5 FEHIME DB RA 8 REORIE S A0 AME I R .
Helen: Headmaster Stephen Winkley has strong criticism of British people's

attitude to learning foreign languages.
Insert

British people are terribly bad with languages, and this is because they used to

own an empire and everywhere they went in the world, so long as they spoke
English and spoke it very loud, people would do what they wanted. As a result,
there is a strong feeling in England that nobody needs to learn a foreign language.
This is a disaster for our country and I'm very sad and embarrassed that it happens.

Feifei: — PP EA R R K Stephen Winkley x5 [ A R 4ME GE 1 A TRAK .

Helen: Stephen says that British people are poor language learners and this
has a historical reason.

Feifei: o B (1AM RE DR ZE, LA K SR BART IR H AN+ [ British
Empire (5 Rk A tH A (K4 AN vk, BrAsik sl a4 .

Helen: So a lot of British people feel that with English they can go anywhere
and there isn't the need to learn a foreign language.

Feifei: W U TSEILE 2o p TSR TE S, PR 2 N sl w22 ME
no need to learn foreign languages.

Helen: And Stephen feels that this lack of interest in learning foreign
languages is a disaster for the UK.

Feifei: LR, DB A E A ME R DL XA 50k U e — IO a disaster.

Helen: Now let's hear from people who are learning a new foreign language.
What difficulties have they experienced?
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Insert

I'm sometimes OK and sometimes not so good. I think my memory isn't great, so I
tend to forget new words, and also I'm a little bit lazy.

I'm a very lazy linguist. I like learning foreign languages, but I find it difficult to do
out of context. So it's difficult to sit here in London and study Japanese when you
don't actually have to use the language to communicate.

Feifei: Linguist 15 5% e RN 27 ST AR Rl 2 ) ] RO BATT o RN 2 5 i
—
Helen: Laziness is hard to overcome.
Feifei: WPk laziness J&lE Mk G .
Helen: I have a terrible memory too. I forget what I've learned quite quickly.
Feifei: Memory iz, 2 )IBEE R KSR .
Helen: Also, it's hard to learn a new language in your home country because
you don't have the chance to practise.
Feifei: Out of context, ligf L M3, XEMEEEAERASGERIESHE T —
I IAME AR LRI A o
Helen: Well, I hope we've given Circle some ideas about British people's
attitudes to learning foreign languages.
Feifei: %E’E A e 5 bE 0 BN B MR K iR b (. ST CT, FATR O H
o
Helen: Bye bye.
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