BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.

KT B IAHIETE:
TEE RN HIE PR F . ASSOR AT REBCA AR BLSR s g AR AR ok Ak i e

Catching Up with Friends JH KR

William: Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain, the programme where we
answer your questions about British life and culture. I'm William
Kremer.

Yang Li: REWFPIEMFT o A RA 5 [ 2577 H T Jason 4R 51 ).

Insert

My name is Jason. I'm from Harbin, China. | have a question today. You know,
among Chinese young people there are some kinds of activities for us to get
together and have fun, such as going to a nice bar, cinema, karaoke bar or
something like that. So do you British people like karaoke? If not, what’s your best
way to get your friends together and have some fun?

Yang Li: Jason & e — AR Ty A A, A AR R [ A e N s BLAE AT 3T
JARANZE . TR AR SR i

William: Catching up with friends. As we've just heard from Jason, a lot of
young people in China like to go to a karaoke bar when they want to
catch up or have some fun together.

Yang Li: That’s right. It would be interesting to find out whether young Brits
have similar tastes or not.

Insert

Martin: If 1 was going to see friends of mine, we might go out into the park or go
for a walk or play football. Karaoke wouldn’t be something that we would do; but
we might sit down and watch TV.

Li: Together, with friends?

Martin: That's right, yes, or we might watch a film. | like to go out to restaurants;
I'm not much of a one for clubbing, although people are and they will drag you
along.

William: That was Martin, a young professional in his late 20s. He said
Karaoke wouldn’t be something he and his friends do together.
Instead they might go for a walk or play football.

Yang Li: —EHCEE B AL EK.  1'm not surprised William, as football is so popular
in Britain.
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William: Other things he likes doing with friends include watching TV or a
film, going to a restaurant but not going clubbing.

Yang Li: Clubbing 2@, Martin WAL ANER, HEMAEXK. Do you ever
catch up with friends by going clubbing William?

William: No, I don’t Li. There are other things I like better to be honest with
you. Let’s hear this young woman sharing her views on what young
people like to do to catch up with one another.

Insert

Yeah, | think they will meet like in cafes for coffee, they will meet for lunch, they
will go round to each other’s houses, flats, you know; and if they're students they
will go to each other’'s accommodation in halls. They will meet in — they will go to
social clubs like book clubs. Internet as well, Facebook, Twitter, MSN, you know, I
think that’s more like the young persons’ thing now.

William: It's interesting that she should mention the internet as being the
young persons’ thing now. It’s indispensable for them as a way of
catching up with friends.

Yang Li: HIEM 2452 AR A TFII 47 indispensable.

William: She also mentioned a few popular social networking sites, such as
Facebook, Twitter and MSN.

Yang Li: Facebook fi: 45, Twitter —FPf A%, MSN RIF[IEIRA o

William: However, nothing is like a face-to-face catch up with friends.

Yang Li: | agree. #HAZRMEJIRAREA T WA —RE ROVt 2o AL
AR R

William: To meet in cafes for coffee or to meet up for lunch.

Yang Li: B 5L s i AR — AR R 2 N AR AR P A AL BT B

William: To go round each other’s houses or to go to social clubs such as book

clubs. Let’s listen to that clip again.
Insert

Yeah, | think they will meet like in cafes for coffee, they will meet for lunch, they
will go round to each other’s houses, flats, you know; and if they're students they
will go to each other’'s accommodation in halls. They will meet in — they will go to
social clubs like book clubs. Internet as well, Facebook, Twitter, MSN, you know, I
think that’s more like the young persons’ thing now.

William: So far, we’'ve been looking at young people in their 20s or 30s. How
about younger teenagers?
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Yang Li: Actually a group of school girls aged 14-15 are eager to tell me how
they like to catch up with friends.

Insert
To catch up with my friends | like to go shopping.

To catch up with friends we usually go shopping too, or we go to a place to visit
such as a day out for fun.

Li: Do you remember the last time you went out with friends to visit a place, what
is that?

We went to visit the Night at the Museum and we stayed overnight at a museum
for fun.

When | want to catch up with friends | normally go to the cinema.

When | go to catch up with friends | usually go to the cinema and maybe get a
pizza before and we usually talk and that’s fun.

I like to go shopping with my friends or to the cinema.
We sometimes go to discos or like just hang out in shopping centres and things.
Li: Very good. Do you ever go to karaoke?

Sometimes, but usually it’s just the cinema, shopping and going to like restaurants
and stuff like that.

William: Girls will be girls I'm afraid. They just love shopping together, don’t
they?

Yang Li: Yes they do. But William you haven’t told me yet what your style of
catching up with friends is. Going to the theatre or museums |
guess?

William: How did you know Li? How did you know? Actually you're right. In

fact, in my lunchtime today | went to a museum with a friend.

Yang Li: You see I've seen it, you are such a cultured person! Thanks for
joining me today William and thanks to Jason for your interesting
question.

William: Yes please feel free to send us your questions to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Till the next time, bye bye.

Yang Li: Bye for now.
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