BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Annual Leave &£

Helen: Hello everyone. Welcome to Ask About Britain. I'm Helen.
Feifei: KEUF, BOEIESE.  WOmIr 2L [E 1) Ask About Britain. 4~ RKIATH 1%k

H— L = B W AR B ) o

Helen: The question is: how many days of paid annual leave do people in the
UK get?

Feifei: Annual leave Z# annual holiday #i/2F R, S/ N—F 1w HFHR2RA £ b
R?

Insert

Am | allowed to answer that? Well it's three, four weeks.
20 days.

Pro rota 23 days.

I get probably four weeks off a year.

Helen: So most people have about four weeks of paid annual leave a year. That
seems to be pretty standard.

Feifei: Pretty standard fF& i, A BAFFEZHN A 20 RAHE 4 J8 107 5 50N
paid annual leave.

Helen: We spoke to BBC World Service Human Resources Manager Jill Wookey
to get a better idea of what kind of leave workers are entitled to.

Feifei: XA, BATRY; T BBC Elfs & AN HHLH Jill Wookey #5 oAl 1l—AN 4z THIf)
N

Insert

In the UK, the law says that you're entitled to 28 days of annual leave. The 28
days includes eight UK public holidays. However, many employers in the UK now
give more than the statutory minimum. So for example, at the BBC, we get eight
public holidays and 25 additional holidays in the year. This is of course for full-time
employees, people who work five days a week.

Helen: According to Jill, the law says that full-time workers are entitled to
28 days of annual leave.
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Feifei:

Helen:
Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Insert

Entitled to #t2EMNEZH . HER AT RREEEMNE, SFEHRTUER
28 K H, I 8 KEAAKMH public holidays, Ehiiiii &t .,

This 28 days annual leave is the statutory minimum.

Statutory minimum #:5E /> 1.

Many larger organisations give their staff more than the statutory
minimum of 28 days. For example, at the BBC, we get 25 days plus
eight public holidays.

That makes it 33 days of holiday in total. —fi{ KA R BE BRG], &4
YA 2 — S8R, f&4E BBC, A1—44 25 KIK, fEhnt 8 KAk

H, —333 K.

What about part-time workers, how many days of annual leave do
they get?

For part-time employees, their holiday entitlement is calculated on a pro rata basis,
this means you get a proportion of the entitlement of annual leave that a full-time
worker would get.

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Helen:

Insert

Jill /-4 part-time employees R G T FIAEBGRARYE TAERE, 2 Flil
1 calculated on a pro rata basis.

So if someone worked three days a week at the BBC, they would get
15 days of annual leave based on the holiday entitlement for a full-
time employee.

Right. The less you work, the less annual leave you'll get.

Now, let's hear from Michael McDonald, who is self-employed, does
that make any difference?

Because I'm pretty much self-employed, | really have to fit my holiday time around
my work activities. These holidays that | have are really time off from work where 1|
could be earning, so I'm not actually paid or being paid whilst I'm away.

Feifei:

Helen:

Feifei:

Michael ZA4M&) self-employed, fliAEATAT A F RIE e IR 5, B A2
FfbE S TAE Bz,

As he's self-employed, he doesn't get any statutory paid holiday.
Michael can take as much or as little holiday as he wants, but it will
have an impact on his financial earnings.

W earnings. Michael RS #A LB, FT A S AE R TARR I
LB
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Helen: Even though there's no paid annual leave or other company benefits,
many people still choose to be self-employed, because of the
freedom it gives them.

Feifei: S, ETEEIR 2 A\ ik $E self-employed, 382 P AIX FER F

Helen: Apart from paid annual leave, there are other types of leave
employees are entitled to.

Feifei: JE[E 57 TR 4, FrBARR T dr b ish, BRLIEn] LU 2 e iyl

Helen: We'll go through some of them very quickly here. For example,
maternity leave can be up to one year.

Feifei: LHU T LA 52T 1 4E 07577 maternity leave.

Helen: And if you're a new father, you can take two weeks of paternity
leave.

Feifei: RS S B AT L2 2 RS A paternity leave.

Helen: If I fall ill, I can take sick leave.

Feifei: WA T LS sick leave.

Helen: OK, I think we've covered almost everything on the subject of annual
leave. Many people think that we're quite lucky in the UK to have 28
days of annual leave.

Feifei: I think so. Apparently in the US people only get half of what we get.
KT P F AR TAHBIXIL, W, AT HE 2,

Helen: Bye.

Glossary

public holiday A1 [ statutory minimum 32 5& /> (1)
pro rota %Lt 4545 entitlement HHAF 3K

time off A1 self-employed MA&)", HJEK
financial earnings £ A freedom H i

maternity leave F= {5 paternity leave [ /=1
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