BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Are Britons Conservative? FH AR 2

Feifei: KFEUF, TIBMIETE. WO 9L [E] 12 Ask About Britain, A IEX /N H
LRI I S SR A Fh ) . A RAERAE—EE A2 Helen.

Helen: Hello, everyone. Our question today is from Lace Sun. It's a very simple
question: are British people conservative?

Feifei: PNSOACTF) 27 45 AT (1 ) L 5 [N e ?

Helen: I think the stereotype of British people in many countries is that we’re a
conservative nation. Well, let’s find out what British people think of
themselves.

Feifei: UH), EFRA1EUITESE TAE A B Andy Mulhearn (52, il 1t i F) 0
Ao

Insert

The word conservative means that English people in general tend to be very
conservative in their views. It’'s only certain issues which, in other countries, would
get people’s blood boiling, but it takes a lot for English people to really get annoyed
about it, so | think in general we are a very conservative nation.

Feifei: Andy G739 E AR R R B 2 S EEER DR ST
Helen: English people, in general, tend to be very conservative in their views.

Feifei: ATEEG ] BEAE AL B K 2 5 [ AR K IR S B, H R RN AN 203

Helen: Andy used a phrase get someone's blood boiling. It means people can
get very emotional, they can get very angry.

Feifei: %}T, get somebody's blood boiling X /M5 ) B2 3 APl ig, ]
DL AR H 1A

Helen: So Andy thinks that because it takes a lot for English people to get
annoyed, the British are a conservative nation.

Feifei: A2 LA G [E K IZA [ AT A GVEWE? AR FATTRIIT 5 )2 HH 4 an estate
agent Steve fi& B AV,
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Insert

I would say that's quite a broad generalisation. But I'd say in London no, outside
London probably more so yes. Generally you can be quite reserved, but when you
get to know them, they can be very nice warm people.

Helen: Steve thinks that to say all British people are conservative would be
quite a broad generalisation.

Feifei: Generalisation J444, W5, Steve ef3un Rty oe F A HARLR S, MR
%éﬁT o
Helen: He would say in London, people are not very conservative, but

outside London it may be more so.

Feifei: VARSI NTEARSY, AR AR LM A EE 2 R AT BE 2 AT B AR
!“J{o

Helen: Sipho has lived in London all his life. Here is what he thinks of the
statement.

Insert

Some of them are some of them aren't. Generally | would say they are. | think
they're very regimented, quite straightforward, some of them can be adventurous,
but generally they like to stick to the rules, and, kind of, go along with what society
says you should do.

Feifei: Sipho il Andy FIMLRARAEL, &R NSRBI 2 R . Ald o e [E A
HIRA M regimented.

Helen: They can be quite straightforward too.

Feifei: MR ER. AL AAERKKE I adventurous.

Helen: But generally they like to stick to the rules and go along with what

society says you should do.

Feifei: Stick to the rules fEHUIEAE, el ik, Hsztmh R F Lo, AT
] Jee A o P e [ AT e 2 LR AR TR X — a1

Helen: Now what about people from other countries?
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Feifei: SR RATIRE) T A AT M S PSR %, ISR W a5 62 1
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Insert

I mean, as a student obviously, the people that | surround myself with are far

more liberal than most Americans that | would come across. However, | think, as a
whole, the country does tend to sort of lean more towards conservative traditional
values, just conservative in the sense that English people seem to be less sort of
open to sweeping changes coming in and drastically changing the landscape | think.
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Helen: So this young student feels that students in the UK are far more
liberal than most Americans that she has come across.
Feifei: Liberal JFii, H I, X225 A RHE.
Helen: But as a whole, she thinks that Britain tends to lean towards more
conservative, traditional values.
Feifei: Lean towards e [n) S 7 g,  9EE N S ) AL g fpR sy — L (1R
Helen: She says that English people seem to be less open to sweeping
changes coming in and drastically changing the political landscape.
Feifei: Sweeping changes KM, drastically #JEK, KIEER. JEE A
AR RS R, AR BUA T L 2 N AT 7 TH AR
Helen: Well, we're near the end of our programme. | think we can conclude
that Britain is a fairly conservative nation. But we are all different
and there are different levels of conservatism in people.
Feifei: FATHEAF I E B R B — AR I 2, AHAS R T A 9% [ HS XA
4T, AT H RN L.
Helen: Thanks for listening and see you next time.
Feifei: U H R .
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