BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Going to the Cinema HEH¥

Finn: Hi I'm Finn.

Feifei: And I'm Feifei.

Insert

Hello. I'm Cindy from Dalian, China. I want to know whether film tickets are very
expensive in the UK, and how often British people go to the cinema. Thank you.

Feifei: Firstly, she asked how expensive cinema tickets are in the UK. They’re
not cheap are they Finn?

Finn: Yes, this clearly varies from cinema to cinema. The cheapest are around
£5.

Feifei: & BB E R0 KM 5 285/t AL SE, SARMZEAZ 50
EZ°\ 5P

Finn: And it’'s not uncommon for tickets in central London to cost over £10.

Feifei:  Ouch, not cheap! /82T HLFE—HEE RN ERE 100 ZH AR, XKD
T RJUIE ., F-ATIR— &N I o L R SE TR 3% Leicester Square HLERLE
— e 2 .

Insert

Well it’s very, very expensive in Leicester Square. | think between 8 pounds and
over 20 pounds.

Roughly about 15 pounds including small snacks.
I don’t know exactly what it is but 1 would think about eight pounds.

I don’t pay, my boyfriend pays so | have absolutely no idea. Probably about £10 or
£15?

Feifei: Ooh, people spend a lot on the cinema.

Finn: Yes, some high figures there. Though some people were including the
price of small snacks, things like popcorn.

Feifei:  /#K{k popcorn.
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Finn: And ice cream...

Feifei: Ice cream, well you all know what that is!

Finn: Do you buy popcorn when you go to the pictures, Feifei?

Feifei:  HZ4%k1 T . And you used a nice phrase there Finn, to go to the
pictures, XJ&—MY LRI U7k, &EEE LA HE . Are you a popcorn
man, Finn?

Finn: A popcorn man? No, | would never spend five pounds on popcorn! I'm

too stingy AKX JTHE! I'm Scottish, remember.

Feifei:  ABKEIEEZLE BN LR STN . ALK IEi DVD s &l
DVD #htb L i h 2 s . 1 DVD.

Finn: Renting DVDs

Feifei: AL NIESIE S Hs FORE F o

Finn: Pirate copies

Feifei:  RIATRIRAT h B IBCCHFREIR . Bl RAEM L% B R E& R .

Finn: Yes, all the free downloads. It makes you wonder doesn't it — if
cinema ticket prices are so high and there are so many ways of watching
films very cheaply, why do people still go to the cinema?

Feifei: A AIREF LHUSERAE Y, XE N ANE?

Insert

It’s really expensive to go to the cinema but it’s worth it for those special effect
films but otherwise I'll wait for the DVD.

Films which are cinematic, imaginative and where you’re more aware of the
director’s work being more distinctive.

It’s the atmosphere you get to see it with different people and you can see if it's a
good film ‘cos everybody laughs at the same time.

Big screen, more of the sound and everything — the whole experience.

I'd see films such as Avatar perhaps where the pictures are more important
perhaps than the storyline.

Feifei:  KEMBIEAPIAR. A ANUEH-EE T LUEL RIS T % the special

effects.

Finn: Yes, films with special effects are often much more enjoyable on the big
screen, as we call it. One person mentioned Avatar, for example, where
he said the pictures were more important than the storyline, storyline is
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Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Insert

HE %Y — that was the kind of thing he’d pay money for in the cinema.
Are you the same Feifei?

K, FEERAEREROW R XL . ATIEYr 2] — MR L)1 cinematic. X4
W2 B cinema MEAWME, RAEUSE SR BOWA R R, B Le B 4L
AR BERE, IR WA SE S BT DGR R R AT HE -

Yes, I’d certainly agree that cinematic films are much better in the
cinema. And there’s one more point we heard there — the social side of

watching films in the cinema.

S, LA 2 R 0O H SR R LR R, RITHORSK.
Is that important for you Finn?

Well not really. I sometimes go to the cinema with friends but | usually
prefer to go alone and sit in the front row.

You’re a bit weird, Finn.

You think it sounds sad?

It is a little bit.

I like it.

Finn =0 AN ZHERIF AR ZE —4]F the front row. Yes?

That’s right, | really just love the feeling of getting completely lost in the
story. | want cinema to take me to new places, and | find other people
can disturb that feeling.

Interesting. | prefer going with friends.

Now let’s listen to these same people answering the second part of
Cindy’s question: how often do they go to the cinema?

Once every fortnight, at least.

Once every three months.

It’s a treat, yes, | go once every month or so.

About two times during one month.

Finn:

Feifei:

So perhaps people don’t go very often, but how has this affected the
film industry?

HisAl the film industry. U2V B 2R 2 AT S (KA, 322584 th 3 Ik
Ao ZRIEAT HERR A SRAE RS, A L 24 RN BZ 21 T ARK I oty o
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Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

Finn:

Feifei:

And yet the box office, box office is %/, the box office in the UK
remains healthy. Statistics say it went up 11% in 2009. What about in
China, Feifei?

Well in China the box office went up over 40% in 2009.

Wow — even better.

So even with higher prices, cinema still has something that people want.

It does doesn’t it. I'll tell you what it has: 3D! Shall we put the glasses
back on again?

Oh go on then.

(voices become distorted)

Feifei: Remember everyone, our web address is www.bbcukchina.com.

Finn: And our email is chinaelt@bbc.co.uk, so please get sending those
questions to us! As they say in the film industry, that’s a wrap for this
week. Bye.

Feifei: See you soon.

Glossary

stingy KX T go to the pictures % Hii%
popcorn BEKAE pirate copies ¥ i
cinematic i& G {EE M AR (FLEE) the film industry Hi £\
the front row %4 box office ZZ)3;
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